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Griffin has a clra wing of the object described as "if two square plates were put together, 
roughly similar to a fast-food styrofoam burger box. " 
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K Pv STACY HERRON, Tr.bune SioH Wnier 

C'ople can make (un of him. Dou^ Griffin said, 
bill he s sure of wnai he saw on his w ay to Fargo this 
weekend. U was a L'KO — an ur.idenlified flying 
object. 

Griffin said he saw an off-w hile craft about the 
length of a truck five miles west of the .Menoken 
Interstatee.Kil No, JHat about 6;4U p m Friday. 

The ‘.’T-year-old Bi.smarck man described the object 
as “if two square plates were put together, roughly 
similar to a fasl-fcod styrofoam burger box.” 

Griffin find saw the craft about 200 yards from the 
ground It was a •ciw'Slal clear night with a full moon 
and stars wore visible.” 

There were reu. green and while lights on the craft, 
he said, that fUisned rapidly in sequence from right to 
left. 

“I saw this light and thought it was awfully low for 
a jet I saw it move, then stop and thought ‘son of a 
gun,' 1 checked my speed; I thought it was one of 
those bears m the skies. 1 pulled over to watch it. I 
thought maybe it was a helicopter, but there wasn't 
ans noise and it was loo low. I was with the National 
Guard and I know what helicopters sound like. 1 got 
out and look out my binoculors and watched it “ 

Then the I’FO darted away and within a minute was 
hovering over the skies of Bismarck. Griffin said. 

Griffin got back in his car and continued to Fargo, 
still wondering what he .saw. 

Griffin works for .Missouri River Hazard Control, 
formerly called North Dakota Insurance Reserve 
Fund- He reported the incident to the North Dakota 


Highway Patrol. 

Although National Guard helicopters were out th.. 
night, Col. Ray Thompson of the Guard s aviation 
support facility said Monday it’s unlikely GrifOn sa- 
one. because the UFO was flying too low to be a 
helicopter, and the guard copters were not near the 
Menoken exit. 

Nobody else reported UFO sightirg.'. over the 


^ A/o, / Vvosn I ofroicl. I vvos vGCy 
• interested in it. I have a 
biology degree and I approach 
things from a scientific 
background.' — Doug Griffin 

weekend Bismarck Airport tower personnel were 
unable Monday to verify whether Griffin could liavc 
seen a plane. 

Griffin said his encounter made him laic for a 
gathering he was attending in Fargo. When he got 
there everyone wanted to know why he was late. He 
told the group they "wouldn't believe him.” But the\ 
insisted he tell his stor>’ and when he did. some kiddc' 
him about taking a “champagne flight to Fargo.” 
Griffin assured them he hactVt been drinking, 

• They can kid me if they w ant.” Griffin said. ”Bu. 
know what 1 saw It w as a UFO ” 

Don Johnson, an mve.siigator for Mutual I FO 
Network, told The Tribune he believes the incident i* 
be a legitimate UFO sighting. 




:al UFO’s or just UFO Days fever? 

nr< nf unidentified flvina ob- 


Rumors of unidcnfified flying ob¬ 
ject touchdowns always seems to 
prompt folks to recall their own ex¬ 
periences with the unknown. When I 
returned from a visit to Doug Hines’ 
hayficld Friday, the Herald girls were 
ripe with questions—and stories. 

“What did it look like? Did it have 
Hashing lights? Any footprints?”, 
they asked excitedly. 

While Hines admits he enjoys an 
occasional science fiction novel, he 
appeared willing to hang his hat on 
evidence that the powdery rings left 
in his alfalfa field were a form of 
mold, not star dust. 

1 was the first one to say shucks. 

As usual, the Dzubay family was 
cnrouie to church when I saw my first 
UFO. It was June, 1967 and we were 
traversing a Vance Creek town road 
when Pop (jointed out what looked 
like an aircraft over Nick Peroffs 
hayfield. 

He pulled over, killed the lights and 
we watched, spellbound as the object 


The Column 


darted back and forth over the 20-acre 
plot. It was too maneuverable for an 
airplane, too quiet for a helicopter 
and too remote for some secret Air 
Force project. 

I was and still am convinced we 
witnessed something from the beyond 
that night. 

Ad representative Vicky Howe bet¬ 
tered my story. 

It was maybe 10 years ago that 
Vicky, her husband Chuck and 
Chuck’s brother-in-law were heading 
to the latter’s house following an 
evening at Joe’s Valley. They were 
motoring down County Trunk O 
when simultaneously, the motor died, 
and (he car was bathed in blinding 
light and a horrendous roaring sound. 

"We figure one of those darn 
things must have been sitting down 
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Mysterious Lights 
Spur UFO Debate 


there and when we came through, it 
took off and lit us up.” Mrs. Howe 
recalled. When someone snickered, 
she added emphatically—”1 wasn’t 
drunk either!” 

The Howes took a different route 
home. 

Not to be bettered, Robin Kruse 
said she’d never seen a UFO p>er say 
but there was an evening a few years 
ago when she witnessed seven rings 
around the moon. 

Hmmmmm. Maybe. 

It’s easy to see how Elmwood has 
managed to build a whole festival 
around UFO’s. I think it would be 
great if E.T. and his buddies would 
make their first public appearance 
there this weekend and put Pierce 
County on the world map. 


RURAL RETREAT (AP) - The 
consensus in Wythe County is that 
something strange is floating 
through the heavens at night. 

But descriptions of UFOs seen 
overhead in recent weeks vary, as 
do opinions about what the objects 
might be. 

*‘We watched it go across the 
garden,” Carolyn Ellison said after 
a night sighting of a pair of flying 
objects over her home in Rural Re* 
treat. 

‘‘There was a little saucer in 
front of it,” said her husband. 
Jack. “It looked like it was about 
500 feet in front of the big one. We 
just stood there where that Old- 
smobile is and it went right over 
that maple tree.” 

Wythe County sheriff’s deputies 
have seen the mysterious Lights, 
too. They say the UFOs are actual¬ 
ly lights from military manuevers. 

But the Ellisons and other wit¬ 
nesses say the flying objects they 
have seen in recent weeks make no 
noise. Three military spokesmen 
from the Norfolk area said by tele¬ 
phone that the military is flying no 
silent machines over ^uthwestem 
Virginia, although some flights by 
loud A-6 Intruder bombers are 
made in the area. 

‘‘If it wasn’t making sound, I 
don’t have any explanation for 
what they’re talking about,” said 
Ace Ewers, a spokesman for Naval 
Air Station Oceana. "If the jgovem- 
ment’s working on something like 
that, I don't know about it.” 

Witnesses say they have seen 
the military flights, and the UFOs 
are sometl^g different. 

”1 was in a jet fighter squadron, 
90 I know a jet when I see one,” 
Ellison said. 

But sheriff’s deputies point out 
that the military does not tell the 
public about everything it does. 

Sheriff's Sgt. Cihmer Collins, a 
22‘year veteran of the military, has 
seen the lights in the sky. He said 
they look like aircraft performing 
refueling operations, in which jets 
hover close together before split¬ 
ting off quickly in opposite direc- 
tions. That matches the 
descriptions reported by many 
UFO witnesses. 

‘‘There ain’t no UFOs,” Collins 
said. ‘Tve seen a bunch of them 
and all I’ve seen is refueling. They 
did the same in Vietnam. They’re 
about at a stop, then they’ll bug off 
to the left or right.” 

That is roughly what has hap¬ 
pened to the lights Janet Colley 
said she has seen from her Wythe 
County home. Her parents spotted 
the glimmering airborne objects 
several weeks ago. and she said she 
has seen them many times since. 

"They're out just about every 
night,” she said. "All you can see is 
lights. There’s a great big light 
that's white, then little red, flash¬ 
ing lights. There’s no sound. Some¬ 
times, they disappear and go 
across the sky.” 


“They’re out just 
about every night. 
All you can see is 
lights.” 

— Wythe County 
witness 


When regular aircraft buzz over¬ 
head. Ms. CoUey said, her dogs 
begin barking and running around, 
but they sit still as these mys¬ 
terious lights streak by. 

The red, white and sometimes 
green lights are said to have been 
spotted on flying objects that in¬ 
clude a silvery cigar shape, a green 
camouflaged cigar shape, a floating 
triangle, a circle and an arrowhead. 

There have been reports, al¬ 
though authorities contacted by 
The Associated Press could not 
confirm them, that flying objects 
have swooped down at cars and 
forced drivers off the road. People 
who saw the objects and discussed 
them with a reporter have not 
claimed to be nervous, although 
some are reluctant to talk about 
what they’ve seen, saying to do so 
mi g ht, raise questions about their 
sanity. 

At least one sighting has been 
reported to the northeast, in the 
New River Valley. 

Terry Nixon said he saw four 
bright objects circling overhead, 
like silent birds of prey. 

‘‘All I could see was just the red 
and white lights,” Nixon said. “It 
might have been buzzards contami¬ 
nated with nuclear waste — it was 
something with lights on it circling 
aroimd.” 

He tried to take pictures of the 
lights, but the film came back 
blank. 

“I’m not saying it was a flying 
saucer — it may have been a hang- 
lider,” be said. "As cold as it was, 
the chance is very slim. ” 

Wythe County's chief sheriff’s 
deputy said that unless the depart¬ 
ment learns otherwise, the sight¬ 
ings will be considered to be 
aircraft on miUtary missions. 

"Everything we've seen goes 
back to the same thing. ” Herb 
Cooley said. "It looks like a typical 
military refueling manuever. ” 

But the military spokesmen said 
they know of no such manuevers in 
the area. 

Cooley said he has probably had 
more calls from reporters than 
from UFO spotters, although he 
acknowledges many witnesses do 
not call authorities. 

"I’d rather have something else 
put us on the map." Cooley said. 
"This brings all the weirdos out. 
Before this is over, somebody's 
going to have to see some Little 
green men.” 
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New Mexico’s UFO mystery Miners 


By Marilyn Haddrill 

El Paso Times 

Forty years ago this week. 
Army ofFicials announced that a 
UFO had crashed 75 miles 
northwest of Roswell on a 
remote ranch. 

Within hours, the Army said 
the announcement was a mis¬ 
take and the object was just a 
wrecked weather balloon. 

But those familiar with the 
incident say the weather bal¬ 
loon story was a coverup. The 
mystery and controversy of 
the “Roswell incident” remains, 
and flared again last weekend 
at a symposium on UFOs. 

Walter Haut was a first 
lieutenant and public informa¬ 
tion officer at Roswell Army Air 
Field July 8, 1947, when the 
post commander. Col. William 
Blanchard, “called me and 
said, ‘We've got this thing. Get 
a release out on it, get it into 
town to the news media so that 
we don't look like we’re trying 
to hide anything.’ 

“After 1 did that, all hell 
broke loose.” 

In a recent interview, Haut 
said the Army’s subsequent 
story about the weather balloon 
made little sense in light of the 
extraordinary secrecy sur¬ 
rounding what the government 
claimed was an ordinary 
weather balloon. 

Documents alleged to be 
proof of a government cover-up 
of the incident were a major 
topic in Washington at last 
weekend’s International Sym¬ 
posium on Unidentified Aerial 
Phenomena. 

“It’s the most significant case 
of all (alleged UFO sightings) 
because it was the beginning of 
the cosmic Watergate,” said 
Stanton Friedman, a UFO re¬ 
searcher and nuclear physicist. 

Friedman was among about 
400 people attending the sym¬ 
posium, which marked the 40th 
anniversary of the first reported 
UFO sighting June 24, 1947, 
in Washin^on state. Other 
reported sightings followed 
throughout the summer of 1947, 
including several in New Mex¬ 
ico. 

Some UFO researchers be¬ 
lieve alien bodies were found in 
the crash northwest of Roswell. 
But no mention of any bodies 
was made in reports at the 
time of the crash. 

The wreckage reportedly was 
taken to Fort Worth Army Base, 
where, shortly after Haut’s 
announcement. Brig. Gen. 
Roger Ramey called a news 
conference. Ramey and other 
officials displayed what they 
said was debris from the site, 
and explained it was just a 
weather balloon and its radar 
detection equipment. 

But others nave joined Haut 
in challenging that version. 

• A former Army intelli¬ 
gence officer who had helped 
gather the debris said it wasn’t 
a weather balloon. 

• A television newsman, who 
then was working for a Roswell 
radio station, said he was vi¬ 
sited often by government offi¬ 
cials who warned him not to 
talk about a conversation he 
had with the rancher who 
found the wreckage. 

• The rancher’s son, who 
later found more pieces washed 
up by rainstorms, said that two 
years after the incident he 
bragged in a bar one night 
about his collection. He said he 
was visited the next day by 
military authorities who took 
the fragments away from him. 

The story began a couple of 
weeks before the Army's an¬ 
nouncement and the quick re¬ 
traction, when Corona, N.M., 
area rancher Mac Brazel disco¬ 
vered the wreckage on his 
land. 

Floyd Proctor, then 11 years 
old, lived on a nearby ranch. He 
said his father was approached 




Did a UFO crash 
here in 1947? 



NEW MEXICO 


TEXAS 


Marilyn Haddrill / El Paso Times 

UFO investigator Clifford Stone of Roswell visits the Corona, N.M., area where a UFO 
allegedly crashed in 1947. 


by Brazel, who wanted his 
neighbor to have a look at the 
debris. Proctor said his father 
never got around to visiting the 
site, but that Brazel traveled to 
Roswell July 6 to report the 
find. 

Before the military got in¬ 
volved, Brazel stopped to visit 
radio newsman Frank Joyce 
because the rancher had heard 
newscasts about flying discs. 

Joyce, now an Albuquerque 
television newsman, said gov¬ 
ernment officials found out 
about the conversation and 
demanded that he remain silent 
about it. Joyce said he kept 
quiet about the crash for about 
25 years, after government 
agents repeatedly visited him 
into the early 1950s to ensure 
hit silence. Re still won’t dis¬ 
close details of his conversation 
with Brasel. 

Joyce said ha traveled to the 
Brazel ranch to report the 
crash, but never saw any of the 
material because authorities 
confined him to a closed room. 

After the weather balloon 
story was issued, Brazel ap¬ 
peared with military personnel 
to answer questions from re¬ 


porters. “If 1 find anything 
else short of a bomb, it’s going to 
be hard to get me to talk,” he 
said in one Associated Press 
account. 

His son. Bill Brazel of Capi- 
tan, N.M., said his father later 
kept quiet about the event 
beuuse of a pledge made to 
military authorities. 

Bill Brazel said that during 
the next two years, he picked up 
a few pieces of the wreckage, 
bragged in a bar about his 
collection and lost it to the 
military who visited him the 
next day. 

The Army intelligence officer 
in charge of recovering the 
wreckage at the site was Maj. 
Jesse Marcel of Roswell Army 
Air Field. Before he died last 
year he had discussed the 
incident in a documentary for a 
Home Box Office program. 

“It was not a weather bal¬ 
loon, nor an aircraft, nor a 
missile. It was something else,” 
he said. 

Marcel, who later became a 
lieutenant colonel, described de¬ 
bris flung over an area about 
three-quarters of a mile long 
and several hundred feet wide. 


He said the metallic sub¬ 
stances were extremely thin 
and light, "like the tinfoil in a 
pack of cigarette paper.” But 
the metal was durable and could 
not be creased, he said. 

Some fragments were de¬ 
scribed as looking like tough 
parchment. Some I-shaped 
pieces displayed hieroglyphic- 
type writing, witnesses said. 

Military personnel at the 
scene loaded several vehicles 
and transported material back 
to Roswell. Marcel toted some of 
the wreckage in the back seat 
and trunk of his car, and showed 
it later to his family. 

His son, J.A. Marcel, now a 
doctor in Helena, Mont., was 12 
years old then. 

“Almost to this day I can 
visualize it,” the younger Mar¬ 
cel said. “It was an incredible 
thing.” 

He described patterns of lav¬ 
ender color ImbMded in I-beam- 
like material. 

The son also recalled that 
40 years ago his father had said 
a weather balloon story was a 
deception to appease the pub¬ 
lic. 

“Dad would have been famil- 
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iar with radar detection equip¬ 
ment,” J.A. Marcel said. “He 
was trained in radio and elec¬ 
tronics. He would have known. 

Haut, who still lives in Ros¬ 
well, never saw any of the 
remains, but “very honestly, I 
think there was a big cover-up 
all the way through on this. 

At Corona, Proctor said he 
doesn’t believe “anybody ever 
bought the weather balloon 
story. A lot of people wondered 
whether it was something that 
was an Air Force experiment, or 
whether it could have been 
.something from outer space.” 

The Roswell UFO story is 
challenged hy a nationally 
known UFO skeptic, Philip 
Klass of Washington, who 
asked, “Do you want to believe 
in the tooth fairy?” 

Klass, formerly a senior edi¬ 
tor for Aviation Week and Space 
Technology magazine, said the 
descriptions of the remains are 
consistent with the weather 
balloon explanation. The origi¬ 
nal UFO announcement may 
have been due to flying disc 
hysteria at the time, he said. 

Forty years later, the remote 
area where the wreckage fell 
yields no clues, unless the lush 
grass and vegetation perhaps 
hide an overlooked fragment 
washed up by spring rains. 

“I would say that a saucer 
crash is probably a very, very, 
very rare incident,” said Clif¬ 
ford Stone of Roswell, who has 
investigated the incident exten¬ 
sively. “And right here, history 
was made.” 


UFO experts: Letter proves U.S. 
studied ’47 crash near Roswell 


By Marilyn Haddrill 

El Paso Times 

A declassified letter disco¬ 
vered in the National Archives 
has given UFO researchers 
what they say is the first solid 
evidence that a secret commit¬ 
tee investigated the alleged 
1947 crash of an unidentified 
flying object northwest of Ros¬ 
well. 

Researchers also are trying to 
verify other documents, which 
are purported to be copies of the 
committee’s briefing papers and 
which refer to bodies of alien 
beings recovered near the crash 
site. 

The letter in the archives, 
dated July 14, 1954, was from 
Robert Cutler, special assistant 
to the president, to Gen. Nathan 
Twining, and referred to an 
”MJ-12” briefing. UFO re¬ 
searchers say MJ-12, or Majes¬ 
tic 12, was a committee of 
high-ranking defense officials 
and scientists appointed by 
President Truman to investi¬ 
gate the Roswell UFO inci¬ 
dent. 

That letter is viewed by some 
as giving credibility to UFO 
researchers in England and the 
United States who recently 


reported they had acquired 
top-secret MJ-12 briefing 
papers. The purported briefing 
papers contain these passages: 

'"On July 7, 1947, a secret 
operation was begun to assure 
recovery of the wreckage of this 
object for scientific study. Dur¬ 
ing the course of this operation, 
aerial reconnaissance disco¬ 
vered that four small human¬ 
like beings had apparently 
ejected from the craft at some 
point before it exploded. These 
had fallen to earth about two 
miles east of the wreckage 
site. 

“All four were dead and badly 
decomposed due to action by 
predators and exposure to the 
elements during the approxi¬ 
mately one week time which 
had elapsed before their disco- 
venr.” 

Timothy Good, a British UFO 
researcher, recently told the 
London Observer that he ob¬ 
tained his document from “a 
reliable American source who 
has close connections with the 
intelligence community.” 

The so-called briefing paper 
for President Eisenhower is 
dated Nov. 18, 1952, and men¬ 
tions the formation of the MJ-12 
Committee. 


Those identified as commit¬ 
tee members (now all dead) 
and their positions at the time 
included CIA Director Adm. 
Roscoe Hillenkoetter, Defense 
Secretary James Forrestal, Air 
Force Gen. Nathan Twining, 
atom bomb scientist Dr. Vanne- 
var Bush, biophysicist Dr. Det- 
lev Bronk and astronomer Dr. 
Donald Menzel. 

Stanton Friedman, a UFO 
researcher and nuclear physi¬ 
cist, said someone had mailed 
the identical information anon- 
yniously to one of his associates, 
Jaimie Shandera. Friedman 
said the validity of the alleged 
briefing papers was debated at 
last weekend’s international 
symposium on UFOs. 

But there are doubts even 
among some veteran UFO re¬ 
searchers about the validity of 
those documents. 

Larry Fawcett, a police offi¬ 
cer in Covent^, Conn., and 
founder of Citizens Against 
UFO Secrecy, said he believes 
that a committee did investi¬ 
gate the Roswell UFO incident. 
But he said the alieged briefing 
papers have suspicious flaws 
such as improper markings on 
“Top Secret” designations. 

Fawcett is even suspicious of 


the Cutler letter found in the 
National Archives, which he 
said could have been planted. 

But even nationally known 
UFO skeptic Philip Klass of 
Washington said he believes the 
letter is authentic. But he said 
using that document to try to 
validate the contents of the 
so-called Top Secret briefing 
papers on the MJ-12 Committee 
is like stacking a real dollar bill 
on top of counterfeits. 

Friedman said he just had 
received si^ificant information 
contained in a June 23 letter 
from Benedict Zobrist, director 
of the Harry S. Truman Li¬ 
brary. 

Zobrist, in the letter, declined 
any opinions about the validity 
of the briefing documents. But 
he did confirm a meeting Tru¬ 
man had with two of the 
officials alleged to be MJ-12 
members — Bush, the atom 
bomb scientist, and Forrestal, 
the secretary of defense. 

Zobrist said the topic of the 
meeting is unknown. But the 
date of the meeting. Sept. 24, 
1947, is the same date listed on 0 
an attachment to the purported ^ 
1952 Eisenhower briefing 
papers. 
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UFO author says time running out 


By STEVE STEIN 

Record Staff Writer _ 

William Moore, co-author of 
the “Roswell Incident,” said 
time is working against him in 
his effort to find out the truth 
about the flying object that in 
1947 crashed about 75 miles nor¬ 
thwest of Roswell on an isolated 
section of ranchland. 

Moore said Thursday from his 
California home, "If anyone who 
knew about the crash in 1947 was 
in their early 20s, they are in 
their 60s today, and how much 
more time will we have to fit the 
pieces of the puzzle together?” 

A worldwide debate is raging 
over alleged U.S. documents 
relating to the Roswell incident 
and President Harry Truman’s 
formation in the summer of 1947 
of a high-level panel to study 
UFOs. 

The panel, called Majestic 12 
or MJ-12, allegedly was compos¬ 
ed of top military analysts and 
scientists, Moore said he believes 
some form of the MJ-12 panel 
still exists, investigates UFOs 
and reports to President Reagan. 

Moore said he is in the thick of 
the controversy over the authen¬ 
ticity of the documents which 
have recently been discussed in 
the New York Times, the 
Washington Post, the London 
Observer, ABC television’s Night 
Line and Cable News Network. 

Moore, who is planning 
another book on the crash of the 
strange object, said he would like 


to find a piece of the wreckage or 
at least get direct statements 
from people who were in any way 
involved with the wreckage 
before they die. 

A pivotal player in Moore’s ef¬ 
forts to fina the truth alxiut the 
incident is Frank Joyce, the well- 
known KOB-Television per¬ 
sonality from Albuquerque. 

Joyce was working in Roswell 
as a stringer for the United Press 
when the incident occurred. 

He worked out of the facilities 
of KGFL-Radio, which was then 
located on Richardson Avenue 
near the old library, 

Joyce said in a telephone con¬ 
versation ’Thursday with the Dai¬ 
ly Record that one of Moore’s 
researchers had talked to him 
twice this summer about the inci¬ 
dent. 

“You have to remember I am 
interviewed constantly (about 
the flying disc),” Joyce said. 
“No matter what I say, resear¬ 
chers and interviewers always 
write or say what they think I 
meant by some of my com¬ 
ments.” 

Joyce has been interviewed by 
CNN, CBS television. Home Box 
Office and many other members 
of the media concerning the inci¬ 
dent. 

He said he always avoids mak¬ 
ing statements that can be taken 
out of context and always tells in¬ 
terviewers he is speaking from 
heresay. 

He describes Moore as a good 
researcher, but said he did not 


read Moore’s book except for 
parts of it that were “put right in 
front of” him. 

Joyce said of the crash and its 
aftermath, “It bothered me for 
20 years.” 

He said he felt at one time that 
he might be in danger because of 
the material and the evidence he 
was aware of. 

“I want the truth to come out, 
but in a meaningful way, in the 
right way,” he said. 

Joyce, who came to Roswell a 
couple of weeks ago to tend to his 
ailing mother, Ruth, said he 
doesn’t think about the crash as 
much as he used to. 

He said that except for one 
radio program, he has never 
been satisfied with any of the 
coverage he has received from 
the media or researchers. 

Though Joyce does not readily 
answer specific questions, he 
Mid he will discuss the incident 
in general, but prefers to do it 
face-to-face. 

As the story was recorded by 
the newspapers of the day, in¬ 
cluding the Daily Record, ran¬ 
cher W.W.“Mac” Brazel on July 
3,1947, discovered an object with 
strange lettering about 32 miles 
east of Corona. 

Because he did not have a 
telephone, it was not until a week 
later that Brazel came into 
Roswell and told Chaves County 
Sheriff George Wilcox that he 
might have found one of the fly¬ 
ing disks that was being mention¬ 
ed so often by the m^a of the 


day. 

■Though Joyce is not specific on 
the time frame in connection 
with his part in the incident, he 
said that while Wilcox got a hold 
of Maj. Jesse A. Marcell at the 
Roswell Army Air Field, Brazel 
came to see Joyce at KGFL. 

“It may not be until judgment 
day when Mac and I find out how 
good of friends we were to each 
other,” Joyce said when asked 
about his relationship with 
Brazel prior to the Roswell inci¬ 
dent. 

He said in one sense he ran in¬ 
terference with the press and the 
military for Brazel. 

Joyce, who was 23 when the in¬ 
cident occurred, said, “You have 
to remember being a young 
reporter in 1947 is not the same 
as being a reporter in 1987. If it 



found out exactly what happen¬ 
ed.” 

Sometime after Brazel came to 
Roswell, Joyce and W.E, Whit¬ 
more, the owner of KGFL, ac¬ 
companied the rancher back to 
the crash site, which Joyce said 
is actually closer to the tiny town 
of Lon. 

Joyce is vague about what hap¬ 
pen^ near Lon, but apparently a 
small group of people he was 
with viewed the site. 

A person Joyce would only 
describe as “someone who was in 
control of the situation” ordered 
Brazel and him to sit alone in a 
small saddle or tack room near 
Lon that Brazel owned. 


Joyce said as sat alone with 
Brazel in the equipment room, a 
strange feeling came over him. 
“I felt like a zombie,” Joyce 
said. 

After a few moments of 
silence, Joyce said Brazel asked 
him something like, “You’re not 
going to tell them what I told you, 
are you?” 

Those were the last words ever 
exchanged between Joyce and 
Brazel, who was 48 at the time, 
Joyce said. 

“Oh, I saw him a couple of 
times later, but I don’t think we 
ever spoke,” Joyce said. 

Joyce said when he returned to 
Roswell sometime later he had a 
few beers with Walter Haul, who 
was then the public information 
officer at Walker Air Force Base. 

He said he told Haul, who still 
lives in Roswell, not to release 
any statement about the incident 
to the press, even though Joyce 
was an eager newsman himself 
at that time. 

But Haut did not heed Joyce’s 
advice and issued a statement 
that said the Army had 
recovered a flying disc north of 
Roswell. 

“That’s when the thing broke 
wide-open,” Joyce said. 

Joyce confirmed that 
representatives of the U.S. 
government stopped some of the 
later news releases about the fly¬ 
ing disc from leaving the wire 
systems in New Mexico, but he 
said it would take too long to ex¬ 
plain how they did it. 
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INTRUDERS: The Incredible 

Visitations at Copley Woods 

By Budd Hopkins 

Random House. 223 pp. $17.95 

COMMUNION: A True Story 

By Whitley Strieber 

Morrow 2^ pp. $17.95 

LIGHT YEARS: An Investisation 

Into the Extraterrestrial 

Experiences of Eduard Meier 

By Gary Kinder 

Atlantic Monthly Press/Morgan Entrekin 
265 pp. $18.95 

By Wray Herbert_ 


I N 1943, Judge Felix Frankfurter met 
with Jan Karski, a Pole who had been 
eyewitness to the systematic murder 
of Jews by the Nazis, After hearing 
Karski describe the holocaust, he told him 
that he didn’t bebeve what he was saying. It 
was not that he thought Karski was lying. 
Frankfurter explained, simply that he found 
it impossible to bebeve the events Karski 
described had reaUy taken place. 

Budd Hopkins borrows this anecdote 
from Walter Laqueur’s The Terrible Secret 
to use as an analogy in his introduction to 
Intruders, a report on his mvesbgation of a 
woman’s abduction by ahens. It’s an apt 
analogy, not only for Hopkins’ book but for 
two other recently pubb^ed books as web, 
all of which describe some kind of encounter 
with some kind of aben and ab of which se¬ 
riously strain our credubty. 

Hopkins, a web-known UFO researcher 
and author of a previous book on the sub¬ 
ject, Missing Time, received a letter in 
1983 from an IndiaiH woman he cabs “Ka- 
thie Davis," who described a fragmented 
memory of having encountered strange, 
gray-faced creatures one summer night in 
her backyard. The letter led Hopkins into a 
21^year investigation—involving hypnosis, 
be detection and sob analysis—and to a 
rather startbng conclusion: "Kathie Davis’ 
and others are subjects m an elaborate 


Wraj Herbert is managing editor ofPsydial- 
ogy Today magazine. He teriies regulady for 
Book World idnut books on science and nied- 
icine. 


breeding project, a genetic experiment be¬ 
ing perform^ upon humans by a race of 
abeiis. 

Under hypnosis, according to Hopkins, 
“Kathie" rejected what the abens had ap¬ 
parently made her forget—a bfelong series 
of encounters leading up to the summer 
evening in 1983 when she observed (and 
was poisoned by radiation from) an egg- 
shap^ craft that landed behind her home (it 
rtiined the lawn). Many of her encounters 
involved painful medic^ experiments, the 
most mtrusive being artificial inseminations 
and the subsequent abductions of the fe¬ 
tuses. She also recabed that her mother, sis¬ 
ter and two young sons had sunilarly been 
abducted and experimented upon, suggest¬ 
ing to Hopkins tlat the Davises’ are sub¬ 
jects in a multi-generational analysis. 

The case of “Kathie Davis" forms the cen¬ 
tral chapters of Intruders and is, Hopkios 
believes, “the most complex UFO case" ev¬ 
er. But her case is far from unique. Hopkins 
briefly describes several other reproductive 
experiments, involving both men and wo¬ 
men and including at least one case of rape. 
And hundreds of others, he maintains, have 
reported visitation and abduction experi¬ 
ences for other apparent purposes. 

One of these is Whitley Strieber, a web 
known writer of horror fiction, who in Com¬ 
munion gives an account of his own rather 
horrifying experience with abens. In 1985, 
Strieber, a seb-proclaimed skeptic, went 
through a radical personabty change, be¬ 
coming profoundly depressed. He then 
spontaneously recabed an abduction that 
involved blood sampbng, a rectal exam and a 
brain operation. Subsequently, under hyp¬ 
nosis, he bke “Kathie Davis’ began to rec- 
obect a bfetime of encounters, recognizable 
before only as periods of missing time. Dur¬ 
ing his adult bfe, be bad been constantly on 
the run, moving for no good reason—except 
a constant sense of dread—from place to 
place. And Strieber’s bmby, too, appears to 
be involved in the visitatkxu—certaiidy his 
son and perhaps his wife and bither. 

If thex two cases show many similarities, 
the third—the case of Eduard “Bbly" Meier, 
discussed by reporter Gary Kinder in LtgM 
Years—is strikingly different Meier is an 
mmmployed Swiss baiKlyman with a sixth- 


Alieng-Are Coming! 

/, 'S government’s steadfast refusal to examine 



DRAWING FROM INTVUDCRS* 

Dn wing of t UFO oocapont gs seen by 
Kathie Davis 

grade education who in the 1970s began 
reporting visits—not kidnappings—involv¬ 
ing a female alien, Semjase, from a star sys¬ 
tem, Pleiades, 500 light years away. Meier 
claims to have had more than 100 contacts. 
He was taken riding in the Pleiadian space¬ 
ship, during which Semjase taught him 
many lessons about her spiritually advanced 
civilization. Meier documented his contacts 
with thousands of pages of notes (notes 
about scientifically advan<^ matters a man 
of his education shouldn’t be familar with) 
and—most convincingly to many—with the 
best quality photographs ever seen of alien 
spacecraft—crisp, colorful daylight shots 
that seem to many experts to be authentic. 

K inder uses the unbelievable 
Meier case to make a larger point: 
Not since the first UFO sightings 
foDowing World War A has there 
been a rigorous, skeptical inquiry into the 
evidence for alien visitation, despite thou¬ 
sands of unexplained aghtings a^ despite 
^ 0 ^t all three authors see as a historical 
pattern of closer and closer encounters. The 
problem, according to Kinder, is twofold. 
First, there are lunatics—those who 

rJatm to have harvested potatoes on Saturn, 
for example—who make it difficult for any 
serious-minded adult to confess any interest 
in the subject whatsoever. But second and 
more distressing. Kinder writes, is the U.S. 


the evidence. If the evidence is all fraudu¬ 
lent, a really tough examination of it would 
have put the kibosh on UFOs and aliens long 
ago. 

So what do we as readers make of what is 
presented here? As I see it, there are only 
three possible conclusions. First, these 
might simply be hoaxes—stories made up 
out of whole cloth. Strieber, a gifted writer, 
is certainly capable of crafting a convincing 
narrative, and I have to confess that Com¬ 
munion gave me the chills. But Strieber has 
involved his family in this case, as well as 
personal friends and reputable psychiatrists 
whom he identifies by name. If it is a hoax, a 
lot of real people are party to it; the same is 
the case with the other two accounts. In 
addition, Meier is simply too ingenuous to 
deceive. Hopkins’ would be the most diffi¬ 
cult account to corroborate because no real 
names are used, but unless be is flat out 
lying all of the events seem to have wit¬ 
nesses. 

Once one e limina tes fraud as an explana¬ 
tion, the most palatable explanation for re¬ 
ports such as these is a mental aberration. 
Meier is strange; his rantings about spiri¬ 
tually advanced star sjrstems have a schizoid 
quality to them. But Strieber and “Kathie 
Davis’* don’t seem crazy; in fact, mental ill¬ 
ness was Strieber’s pr^erred e3q)lanation, 
and be sought out a psychiatric diagnosis to 
no avail. The revelations under hypnosis are 
not particularly convincing (hypnosis is un¬ 
reliable and does sometimes create mem¬ 
ories), but if there is a hallucination occur- 
ing, the authors point out, it is a massive 
haHucinatioD involving friends and family 
and hundreds of others only alluded to here. 

The third possibility is, of course, unac¬ 
ceptable—that is, that these events actually 
took place. AD three authors—especially 
Strieber—seem to know that theyle trying 
something risky here. AU seem almost rec¬ 
onciled to not being believed. But while 
Kinder is objective and seems to have no 
particular investment in convincing the 
reader, there is a sort of desperation to 
Hopkins’ and Strieber’s books that is hard 
to dismiss out of hand. Yet what they’re 
saying is in the end incredible. I’m left, with 
Ju^ Frankfurter, not able to believe. ■ 
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^ (First of two parts.} 

^ Let’s step away from politics and 
^ social issues for a change and talk 
about something a bit more unusual. 
^ Something like people being surrepti- 
u tiously examined by aliens from 
another planet and then hynotized to 
forget their experience, 
cf' Now before you snort "Hogwash!” 

and move on to the box score of the 
QO* Tigers-Twins game, bear with me for 
a moment. 1 haven't gone off the deep 
u end (yet); this column is more-or*less 
^ a review of the best-selling book 
’Communion" by Whitley Slrieber. 

First of all. what we are nof talking 
^ about is the drivel perpetuated in the 
National Enquirer and other tabloids: 
^ "Aliens take my cow but leave recipe 
^ for banana putWtng." or “UFO brings 
•u back Elvis for secret concert — and 
gets exclusive distribution rights for 
his new diet book." That malarkey is 
V4 written by idiots for idiots. 

^ The thrust of “Communion” is quite 
different. Although it’s mind-boggling 
cn to accept Stricber's thesis, there 
^ appears to be a large body of evidence 
s: which suggests that dozens — perhaps 
hundreds — of “normal’’ people 
throughout the world have been tem¬ 
porarily kidnapped by alien beings, 
examined or interrogated and then 
released unharmed. 

The “abductees.” as they arc called. 



are hypnotized to forget this terrifying 
experience, yet many have a subcon¬ 
scious awareness that something 
weird and unsettling has happened to 
them. In many cases, the same people 
(and their children) are abduct^ sev¬ 
eral times throughout their lives, as if 
the aliens are carrying out a long-term 
study on them. 

Strleber’s case seems typical, and 
because he is a successful writer 
(author of The Wolfen. The Hunger 
and an award-winning children’s 
book), he is better-equipped than other 
victims to tell his tale. 

Essentially, his story is that over the 
past few years, he became more and 
more upset by strange thou^ts and 
half-buried memories that something 
unpleasant had happened to him. Like 
most abductees. he thought he was 
going crazy, so he had himself exam¬ 
ined by doctors and psychiatrists. 

That didn't solve his problems, and 


no longer a joke 


he became more fidgety and more 
difficult for his wife to live with. In 
desperation, he tried hypnosis to see if 
his subconscious mind knew what his 
conscious mind didn’t. 

That is when he discovered, to his 
understandable surprise, that he had 
apprently been abducted not once but 
numerous times throughout his life. 
The hypnosis unlocked a flood of 
submerged memories, and each ses¬ 
sion seemed to set up the next one and 
lead to another incident. 

Again, you don’t have to tell me how 
astounding this story is. If it is true — 
and this is a colossal “if" — it would 
represent the most significant event in 
the history of the human race since we 
became sentient creatures. 

It would prove that intelligent life 
exists elsewhere in the universe, it 
would shake age-old beliefs about the 
nature of humanity and our faith in 
God. and it would force scientists to 
rewrite the laws of physics to explain 
how these aliens got here. 

And though it's easy to dismiss the 
idea as complete lunacy or point out 
that the allen/UFO genre is littered 
with proven hoaxes, it's getting 
increasingly difficult to scoff at every¬ 
thing connected with the idea. 

Some of the cases of alien abduction 
— as corroborated through hypnosis or 
unassailable physical facts — seem to 


have the ring of truth about them. Few 
of the abuctees are loonies; the major¬ 
ity are rational, coherent adults with 
responsible jobs and a history of 
mental stability. 

Most intriguing of all, many victims 
report common facets of their abduc¬ 
tion: feeling “paralyzed " and unable 
to resist the aliens,' being transported 
to the alien “spaceship" via a beam of 
light, being held in a circular room 
dominated by gray or brown colors 
and undergoing the same type of 
physical examination. 

The aliens themselves are invariably 
described as 3*/^ to 4 feet tall, having 
the same physical configuration as us 
(a head and face, two arms, two legs) 
and large, elliptical eyes. 

When different people from all over 
the country consistently repeat the 
same kinds of stories under hypnosis 
— from different hypnotists without 
prodding or suggestion — even skep¬ 
tics have to wonder if something very 
unusual and slightly scary is going on. 

Sunday: More on Strieber's abduc¬ 
tion experience and speculation about 
who or what could be performing these 
bizarre expenmenfs. 

Columns by Editorial Pag* Editor Thomat 
Tascblnoar appear Thursday and Sunday In 
the Port Arthur News. 
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PAUL DELLINGER 


Danny Gordon has been losing sleep and money over the UFOs case 


By PAUL DELLINGER 
Southwest bureau 


W YTHEVILLE — Danny Gordon is find¬ 
ing that UF(3s can be hazardous to your 
health. 

Gordon has been putting in overtime on 
what has become almost an obsession with him — to 
solve the riddle of the unidentified flying objects that 
have been appearing over Wythe County for more 
than a month now. 

The radio broadcaster has found himself skip¬ 
ping lunches and eating dinner as late as midnight 
because of time spent with out-of-town reporters 
who pump him for information or want him to take 
them to spots where night sightings have been re¬ 
ported. 

Tve got a story, I can’t get to an end, and it’s 
eating at me,” said Gordon, news and sports director 
for WYVE radio. ‘Tve lost weight, I’m not sleeping 
well... I seldom see my children anymore. I go to 
sleep at night and I dream about UFOs, and I wake 
up in the morning thinking about it.” 

Gordon’s association with UFOs started in early 
October when he did a news story on WYVE, one of 
the county's two radio stations, about local law offi¬ 
cers seeing strange aircraft they could not Identify. 
The craft were characterized by bright lights, slow 
speeds and. recently, by buzzing sounds. 

That little story became the equivalent of a 
Frankenstein monster for Gordon. It made him the 


How UFOs 


changed his life 



Wythe capitalists are capitalizing 


focal point of the longest-running UFO craze since 
the late Kenneth Arnold described seeing “flying sau¬ 
cers” in the late 1940s. 

Some of the professional UFO-chasers who have 
come to Wytheville say the more than 1,000 reports 
to date represent the longest sustained period of 


sightings in one area since Arnold’s. 

The law-enforcement agencies did not give 
names of deputies or police officers who saw UFOs, 
so when other reporters picked up the story they 
fixed on Gordon, who had been rounding up the vari¬ 
ous sighting reports. By the time folks who had seen 
UFOs were giving their names willingly, Gordon was 
thoroughly identified with the topic. 

Before he knew it, he was getting calls from al¬ 
most everyone, from the Pentagon to the National 
Enquirer. 

Suddenly, he was being quoted in newspapers 
and television stations from this part of the country 
and beyond. Radio stations from as far away as Can¬ 
ada and New York called him for comments. Wire 
services and networks began quoting him as 
Wytheville’s UFO expert. 

The calls came at work and home, at ail hours, 
from people across the country who had picked up his 
name from news reports. 

“It’s totally just turned my life upside down,” 
Gordon said. “There for a while, my phone never 
stopped ringing.” 

A California woman with a national UFO maga¬ 
zine told him to try to recall his UFO dreams, as they 
might be attempts by aliens to contact him. A Ten¬ 
nessee man wanted Gordon to look into the possibili¬ 
ty that the space shuttle Challenger had been de¬ 
stroyed by a UFO. Several callers told him to be 
wary of military or security types who might harm 

(continued on page 5) 
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<contlnued from page 4 
Roanoke, VA - 

him to stop his investigation. 

He even began getting maga¬ 
zines from an organization that sees 
UFOs as a divine manifestation and 
has formed a religious cult around 
them. 

It all has had a cumulative ef¬ 
fect on (terdoo. 

‘It’s really hard to explain,"* be 
said. “It’s kind of like the UFO expe¬ 
rience has consumed me.” 

Local entrepreneurs soon got in¬ 
to the act. The Texaco Travel Store 
here imprinted hundreds of T-shirts 
with UFX) illustrations and the cap¬ 
tion “Wythe County ... UFO Capital 
of Virginia.” The Millwald Theatre 
booked the 1953 film “War of the 
Worlds” for Halloween weekend and 
built a reproduction of a UFO from 
the movie — complete with a flash¬ 
ing heat ray — atop its marquee. 

Wytheville motels have benefit¬ 
ed from the brigades of reporters 
who descended on the area. So has 
the store selling the UFO shirts, be¬ 
cause every reporter seems to want 
to wear one — or at least be photo¬ 
graphed with one. 

The UFO magazine writers and 
other UFO specialists became visi¬ 
tors in Gordon’s home in Rural Re¬ 
treat, along with some of the report¬ 
ers. One reporter told G<«tlon’s son 
that he bet Gordon was making a 
killing off the furor. 

“If an^hing, I’ve lost money,” 
Gordon said, considering the tele¬ 
phone calls he had to return and 
gasoline burned on UFO hunts with 
the media. He did it, he said, because 
he figured it was good exposure for 
both the station and his native Wythe 
County. 

Finally, Gordon decided to go 
out at night and look for UFOs him¬ 
self. 

And he saw one. 

He saw it again on two other 
nights on U.S. 21a few miles south of 
Wytheville. It was a slow-moving 
craft with what seemed like a strobe 
light in front and windows in the 
rear. That one was seen also by two 
of the UFO enthusiasts who had 
come to Wytheville to seek out Gor¬ 
don John Stember. a professional 
photographer from New York who 
has traveled all over the country 
trying to capture UFOs on film, and 
Andrew Convery, a Virginia B^ch 
computer anal^t who investigates 
UFCh as a hobby. 

“I was a skeptic about unidentif¬ 
ied flying objects until I saw one.” 
Gordon said. “Until it happens to 
you, you don’t know.” 

He had Stember, Convery and 
two county residents who had seen 
UFOs as guests on a live news con¬ 
ference broadcast over WYVE, cov- 


- TIMES & WORLD-NEWS, 
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ered by two wire services, three tele¬ 
vision stations and newspapers from 
throughout this part of Virginia. 
"‘And from there it was a media 
blitz,” Gordon said. 

The National Enquirer reporter 
told Gordon later he doubted that hla 
publication would do an article on 
the Wytheville UFO experience after 
all, because it was not sensational 
enough. Although there were a few 
people who got upset when they 
thought aircraft were following their 
cars, most of those reporting sitt¬ 
ings were calm, down-to-earth types 
who did not blow whatever they saw 
out of proportion. 

There have been no abduction 
reports, no little green men and none 
of the far-out stuff that is the hall¬ 
mark of UFO hysteria elsewhere, 
Gordon said — “much to the chagrin 
of the Enquirer.” 

Most local residents assumed 
that the craft were military. Gordon 
phoned the nearest bases of the var¬ 
ious services, but was told they had 
nothing flying over Wythe County 
like what was described. 

Gordon called the office of U.S. 
Sen. Paul Trible, which promised to 
make similar inquiries of the armed 
forces. An officer from the Pentagon 
called Gordon to see if be had 
learned anything new on the subject 

Recently, a Tennessee Air Na¬ 
tional Guard technical sergeant sug¬ 
gested that some of the reports — of 
lights in the sky that came together 
and then split up — might be 
in-flight refueling maneuvers that 
his unit started about the time the 
Wythe sightings began. 

Gordon calls the idea ridiculous. 
"‘Refueling is not what I saw,” he 
said. “If it was refueling, it was Luke 
Skywalker getting more fuel.” 

Gordon is trying not to becmne 
paranoid from all the warnings from 
UFO conspiracy buffs or the maga¬ 
zines highlighting UFO abduction 
stories. He is also frustrated — after 
nine years in the news business — at 
not being able to finish a story. 

At first, he leaned toward the 
theory that the UFOs were military 
aircraft, but now he’s not so sure. 

“I’m trying not to let my imagi¬ 
nation run away wit'i me, but the 
more I study it the more it seems like 
something beyond our technology,” 
he said. 

But he wondered whether his 
shift in thought was due to the bar¬ 
rage from the UFO buffs. 

“The people in Wythe County 
have seen something. It’s not a con¬ 
ventional aircraft,” Gordon insisted. 
‘T will pursue it in my own way, on 
my own time, and hopefully one day 
will know what it is.” 
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UFO 

Press conference 
seeks answers 

By MICHAEL HAWKS 
Staff Writer 

The latest chapter in the saga of 
the UFOs spotted around Wythe 
County over the past month un¬ 
folded in a news conference held 
at WYVE Friday afternoon. 

WYVE News Diiector Danny 
Gordon called the news conference 
to try to solve the mystery sur¬ 
rounding the UFOs. 

In addition to Gordon, the mem¬ 
bers of the panel included Andrew 
Convery, a computer analyst from 
Virginia Beach who studies UFO; 
John Stember, a photographer from 
New York who came down to take 
some pictures of the UFO; Roger 
Hall, a Wytheville businessman who 
witnessed the UFO while travelling 
with Gordon, and Emma Burchett, 
a housewife from Austinville who 
saw the UFO Thursday night while 
driving with her husband on state 
Route 619. 

The group reached a consensus 
that the object was in the shape of 
a large dome that was led by a 
large red strobe light, and other 
lights flitted around the large object. 
The object had three U-shaped 
panels like picture windows from 
which a warn yellow light emanat¬ 
ed. No wings were apparent any¬ 
where 00 the craft, and the witnesses 
described the main object as larger 
than a commercial airliner. Ail wit¬ 
nesses said the object made no noise. 

Gordon said they had also come 
to the conclusion that the object 
was somehow part of a military 
operation from the way it seems to 
follow the same flight paths as mil¬ 
itary jets and helicopters. 

Sightings are usually preceded or 
closely followed by military aircraft. 

Convery said he heard one man 
say the jets fly over in the daytime 
and the flying saucers lake over at 
night. 



Danny Gordon’s drawing 


depicts what he believes he saw. 


sightings: 


He said when he saw the object 
between 9 and 9:30 p.m. Thursday, 
he noticed how serenely the craft 
was riding, flying as it were without 
fear of interdiction. 

He also said these sightings were 
unique in the history of UFO sight¬ 
ings for their universality. He said 
at any store in Wythe County, one 
can find people who have seen the 
UFO. He also said most UFO sight¬ 
ings last a couple of days;the ones 
in Wythe County have gone on for 
nearly a month. These facts also 
lead him to believe that this object 
is part of a military exercise that 
has no need to fear detection froni 
military aircraft 

He also said he has reason to 
believe the military aircraft are 
searching for something, saying the 
helicopters had been equipped with 
search lights. He would elaborate 
no further on why he thought the 
aircraft was conducting a search or 
what he thought they were searching 
for. 

He said the military likes to use 
this area to test its aircraft because 
the terrain is very similiar to Kore¬ 
a’s. 

However, when asked after the 
news conference why, if this is a 


military test of a new aircraft, the 
military does not discontinue this 
test in the light of all the nauonal 
attention being focused on Wythe 
County because of the sightings, 
he said it may be an operation that 
the military cannot discontinue. 

Stember said he had a made a 
videotape of the object as well as 
taking 35 mm photeigraphs of it. 
The quality of the videotape is loo 
poor to distinguish anything other 
than a light. The photographs have 
not been developed yet. 

Television stations WSLS, WDBJ 
and WVVA taped the press con¬ 
ference. Representatives from Unit¬ 
ed Press International and The As¬ 
sociated Press were also present as 
well as reporters from the Roanoke 
Times & World News, the Bristol 
Herald Courier, the Southwest 
Times and the Southwest Virginia 
Enterpri.se. 

Meanwhile, the story of the UFOs 
continues. Two people reported see¬ 
ing the object Thursday night to 
the Enterprise, and K-92, a radio 
station from Roanoke, will do a 
live remote from Wythe County 
Sunday night trying to track down 
the UFO. 
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UFO kidnap tales raise curious questions 


(Second of two ptirts.) 

Thursday’s column dealt with Whit¬ 
ley Strieber's best-selling book “C<xn- 
munion. " It purports to tell how this 
successful author learned through hyp¬ 
nosis that he had been abducted 
several times throughout his life by 
ovtratorrggtiai creatures. 

After Strieber discovered what had 
happened to him, he researched the 
subject In great detail. His personal 
study dovetailed with a growing body 
of literature which suggests that 
numerous other people in the United 
States and other countries have under¬ 
gone similar experiences. 

The aliens usually began the encoun¬ 
ter by displaying some type of long¬ 
distance “mind control" that made the 
subject unable to resist capture. 
Usually — but not always — the 
incident occurs in isolated areas where 
something like this could conceivably 
take place undetected. 

The abductee generally feels "para¬ 
lyzed" during the experience and thus 
can’t flee or struggle — although his 
mind continues to function and he is 
understandably terrified. 

The incident ends with the subject 
placed in some kind of hypnotic 
trance, and when he later comes back 
to normal, his conscious mind cannot 
recall what has happened. But because 
the experience was so disturbing, the 
abductee’s subconscious mind does 



remember what occurred. Sometimes 
the abduction can be brought out 
through hypnosis. 

OK, that’s the premise we're dealing 
with. For the sake of argument, let's 
assume that it’s valid. If so, it sets up 
an interesting series of questions: 

• Where did these aliens come from 
and how did they get here? 

An easy answer is that they came 
from another planet, a proposal that 
seems plausible enough. There are 
billions of other stars In the universe, 
and it’s logical to conclude that at 
least some of them are orbited by 
planets supporting Intelligent life. 

As to how the aliens got from there 
to here, that’s an entirely different 
kettle of fish. The closest stars are 
several light-years away, and most 
stars are several thousand or several 
million light-years from earth. 

These distances are so Incredibly 
vast that the human mind cannot 
conceive of ways to traverse them — 
unless one travels through time. That 


is theoretically possible, but it’s so far 
ahead of our present technology that 
any discussion of it quickly degener¬ 
ates into mere speculation. 

Others suggest that the aliens could 
come from the earth’s past or future 
or be a non-physical manifestation of 
our own psyche. Again, those theories 
are Intriguing, but they’re so far out 
that reasoned debate is impossible. 

• How long have these abductions 
been going on? 

Most cultures have various tales or 
legends going back hundreds or thou¬ 
sands of years that could be 
Interpreted as some kind of abduction 
experience. Those interpretations, 
however, are highly debatable. 

In recent decades, reports of UFO 
sightings and alien abductions have 
increased dramatically, but one logi¬ 
cal explanation of that is that modem 
advances (cameras, radar, etc.) have 
finally allowed us to record and under¬ 
stand what might have been going on 
for a long time. 

• What do these creatures want to 
learn about us? 

Who knows? The examinations 
reported by abductees are often simi¬ 
lar to the standard physical exam 
given by M.D.s: obtaining samples of 
blood or semen and Inserting probes 
into various bodily openings for a 
deeper look at what’s Inside. Some 
abductees believe that something has 


been injected into their brains, either 
to affect their behavior or serve as a 
"marker" for the aliens to locate them 
again. Needle marks have been found 
on some abductees (including Strie¬ 
ber), but no real evidence of implants 
or injections has been recovered. 

• How could all this be going on 
without the human race knowing? 

Two good answers: 1) We might be 
learning about it right now. 2) If these 
creatures are smart enough to come 
here from who knows where, they’re 
smart enough to escape widespread 
detection. And while there are no 
physical artifacts of UFOs, there are 
hundreds of sightings and photographs 
which are difficult to dismiss as 
weather balloons or swamp gas. 

• Can any of this be proved? 

That's the $64,000 question. In one 

sense, the answer is no because there 
is no indisputable proof that these 
abductions have taken place. On the 
other hand, there’s a great deal of 
circumstantial evidence which sug¬ 
gests these Incidents are Indeed real. 

For now, I suspect there Is no solid 
answer In the positive or negative. All 
we can do Is keep studying the issue, 
keep looking for evidence and keep 
double-checking that evidence. 

It might all be shown to be a 
gigantic hoax or common delusion, but 
then again, what if ... ? 

Ceiumn* by Editorial Paoa Editor Ttwma* 
Taachinoor appoar Thuraday and Sunday In 
ttta Port Arttivr Nawt. 
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his wife, Julie, and their two 
children were returning from the 
same cookout when they saw the 
bright red and white li^ts dip 
behind the trees separating their 
country home from the Al¬ 
corns’. 

"We thought it was a jet about 
to crash,” Mrs. Scott is reported 
as saying. "But then we realized 
that it made no sound.” 

The next morning the Alcorns 
found three impressions in the 
thigh-high grass of the field. Two 
were 9-by-9 feet, one was 9-by-12 
feet. The Indentations, still ifisi- 
ble after nearly two weeks, are 
spaced along a line 69 feet 
long. 

A report on local radio station 
WSYL "Country 149” Tuesday 
morning brought dozens of curi¬ 
ous UFO seekers to the sparsely- 
populated part of the county 
about 10 miles east of town. 
Among those hoping for a close 
encounter were Shirley and Mac 
Mahaffey, owners of WSYL. 

Frank Alcorn was sitting out¬ 
side on the breezeway at the rear 
of the farmhouse when, again at 
about 9:45 p.m., lights silently 
cleared the treetops behind the 
house. 

"I told Wanda, ‘Here it comes 
again,’ ” Alcorn said. The craft 
flew low, perhaps as low as 10 
feet, across the field, one time 
dipping down as low as 5 feet. 
And, Tike the night before. It 
moved soundlessly, effortlessly. 

“1 don’t think a Cadillac could 
move that smooth,” Alcorn 
said. 

When it reached the end of the 
field, the craft tilted up and 
disappeared into the night with a 
sound Mrs. Alcorn likens to the 
sound of fishing line being 
stripped from a reel by a big 
fish. 

The Mahaffeys were UFO- 
searching east of the Alcorn 
place, along a sandy road that 
parallels a large clear-cut area 
about half a mile from the Savan¬ 
nah River. About 9:45 p.m., ap¬ 
parently minutes after it flew by 
the Alcorns, the red lights of the 
craft appeared just above the 
treetops at the western edge 
of the clearing, Mrs. Mahaffey 
said. The craft, its ll^ts "the 
reddest red you can imagine.” 
flew "horizon to horizon in 30 
seconds or less,” she said. 

The craft was also spotted by 
Margie Scott, Mrs. Alcorn’s 
mother, as she drove home from 
church. 

Other people, driving up and 
down the road in front of the 
Alcorn’s house, also saw the 
UFO, Mrs. Alcorn said. "I don’t 
know how many car loads, and I 
mean car LOADS, of people 
drove by hollering 'Did you see 
it? Did you see that?’ ” 

The skeptic might dismiss the 
Tuesday night sightings as the 
excessive imagination of people 
who knew what to expect, but 



By Cilnt Wllllamt/Laclgar-Enquirar 

Shirley Mahaffey (left) and Wanda Alcorn recall seeing UFO re¬ 
cently In Screven County. 


Sharon Sheppard was still un¬ 
aware of the sightings when she 
saw what she saw. 

The music class at Camp Jack- 
son, a Baptist summer camp just 
a few miles from the Alcorn 
place, was to start at 11 a.m. 
Thursday, July 16. At 11 a.m. 
Mrs. Sheppard was pulling into 
the parking lot and she was a bit 
flustered. She was the music 
teacher. 

As she crossed the parking lot 
with her son Richard in tow, the 
boy pointed skyward and said, 
"Mama, what’s that?” 

“If it hadn’t been for him, I 
wouldn’t have seen It,” Mrs. 
Sheppard said Saturday. 

"It was too low in the sky for a 
plane to fly,” she said, estimating 
the craft was about 500 feet 
above the camp playground. "It 
was just sitting there in the sky. 
It was real bright and shiny. I 
saw a lot of lights on it.” 

The bright lights on a bright 
day struck her as odd, but, be¬ 
cause she was late, she simply 
went on with her business. 

"I’m sort of a one-track per¬ 
son,” she said. 

The magnitude of what she saw 
didn’t strike her until Friday 
when she heard of the strange 
sightings earlier In the week. 

“I’d like to see it again and this 
time I’d really study it,” Mrs. 
Sheppard said. 

One group is studying the sight¬ 
ings now. 

Two investigators visited Syl- 
vania last Tuesday, another 
made the trip Sunday. All three 
investigators are looking into 
the incident on the behalf of 
MUFON, the Mutual Unidentified 
Flying Object Network. 

“Eighty to 90 percent of re¬ 
ports of this nature turn out to be 
something mundane,” said Walt 
Andus, national director of 
MUFON. 

"After the investigation, if it 
defies any earthly explanation it 
becomes part of that 20 percent,” 
he said. 

The MUFON team has already 
concluded the craft didn’t land. 

“The marks left in the grass 


were a nothing,” Andus said. 
There was no imaged vegeta¬ 
tion, no dehydrated soil. 

“If it had been that close the 
grass would have dried up and 
wilted away,” he said. 

And Andus is skeptical about 
sightings reported after July 14. 

"Shirley Mahaffey runs a radio 
station and she just loves the 
publicity,” Andus said. “She has 
influenced a lot of people.” 

“Generally, these kind of 
things have a snowball effect,” 
said Julis Benton, a Savannah 
astronomer investigating the 
sightings. 

The interest in the sightings 
has snowballed as well. Mrs. 
Mahaffey and Mrs. Alcorn have 
spent the past two weeks talking 
with reporters from across the 
country. 

”I got a call from World 
Weekly News in Palm Beach, 
Fla., to go out and take a 
picture of them,” newspaper 
man Hillis said. 

And there have been telephone 
calls from others who have seen 
UFOs. And the Incessant telling 
and re-telling of the story to 
people in town. 

"That's what has made us so 
hoarse,” Mrs. Mahaffey said. 

Those who have seen the craft 
have answered many, many 
questions. They’d like a few an¬ 
swers. 

“If it is a government deal they 
go, ‘I don’t appreciate them test¬ 
ing it this close to my prop¬ 
erty,’ ” Mr. Alcorn said, adding 
"If it is a government thing. I'm 
sure glad it’s in our hands and not 
somebody else’s.” 

"If that thing can zip around 
anywhere, why Screven 
County?” asked Mrs. Sheppard. 

The prospect that the craft 
comes from another planet, an¬ 
other galaxy doesn’t frighten 
anyone. 

"It was not a fearful event,” 
Mrs. Alcorn said. “You get 
peaceful vibes from it.” 

"I don’t care where it came 
from,” Mr. Alcorn said. "It’s 
exciting.” 

"Personally, it beats the hell 
out of television.” 


Residents 


2 « By Priscilla Lee 

^ Th« Enterprise Sietf 

^ ^ Have Martians landed in Simi 
■-j Valley? Could be. 
rt An unidentified flying object 

^ was spotted over the sleepy valley 
^ at about 9:45 p.m. Tuesday by a 
-H ^ few residents in the Bridle Path 
^ eo homes. 

• ^4 Usually such sightings indicate 
that a launch of some sort was 
2 -T made at Vandenberg Air Force 
Ph Base. A spokeswoman for the 
w • base, however, said there were 
g o rione made at Vandenberg Tues- 
w ^ day night. 

^ what could it have been? 

“I don’t know, but it looked like 
the pictures you see of flying 
saucers," said Monica Sterling, 


spot UFO above Simi Valley 


who lives in the 1200 block of 
Rambling Road. “I’ve been here 
21 years, and I’ve never seen any¬ 
thing like that." 

Sterling said she was home 
Tuesday night with her son and 
roommate Lucile Greco when she 
heard a loud buzzing sound 
overhead, which sent the trio run¬ 
ning outside. 

“I was talking to my sister from 
Idaho when I heard them (room- 
male and son) hollering. They saw 
it first. I told my sister I had to go 
because there was a UFO," she 
said. “I bet she's wondering what 
happened to me." 

According to Sterling, the object 
was traveling very fast toward 
the hills just south of the Bridle 
Path homes. 


“It looked like it was coming in 
for a quick landing. We sat up half 
the darn night with some binocu¬ 
lars and a camera waiting for it to 
come back. It never did," she 
said. 

Sterling said she called the Simi 
Valley Police Department and 
talked to a woman dispatcher 
about the incident. 

“I told her I was embarrassed 
about it and she said she had al¬ 
ready received a few calls on the 
UFO," Sterling said. 

Police today, however, said they 
have no records of any UFO 
sighting calls. 

Lt. Dick Thomas said the station 
may have received some inquiries 
on the flying object, but that there 
were no entries on the subject 


made in the log book. 

“If it was something we really 
believed in, we would have taken 
it down," he said. “Obviously, the 
person who took the calls didn’t.'' 

Meanwhile, Sterling and her 
roommate contend that they saw a 
flying saucer. 

“It was shaped like a plate and 
it had a black dome on top of it," 
Greco said. “It had bright red 
lights on top and dimmer red 
lights on the bottom. ’' 

Greco said the saucer was about 
the size of two small airplanes. 

“I just came back from a trip 
from the desert," Sterling said. "I 
thought, if I was going to see one, 
it would be out there, not here. 
I’ve never seen anything like 
this.” 
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The above is based on a drawing by Laurie French of the 
object she saw flying over her house. The UFO, which has red 
lights in the front and rear, seemed at flrst to be two separate 


aircraft. French said she realized it wasn't when she couldn't 
see the sky in the middle of the two ends. 


UFO Spotted In Amelia 


By RUTH McINTOSH 

Wythe County isn’t the only 
area in the state that's seeing 

UFOs. 

"It went right over the top of 
us," said Laurie French. "It was 
about 500 to 1,000 feet off the 
ground and it was moving real 
slow. It wasn't making hardly any 
noise." 

The "it" that French is referring 
to is an unidentified flying object - 


a UFO. She and three other people 
with her saw the object from her 
Amelia County home on Saturday, 
October 24. V^atever it was, she 
said, it wasn't like anything that 
she had ever seen before. 

"My fiance was out in the yard 
talking to two friends who were 
up from Kentucky," explained 
French. "I was inside when Dennis 
(Dennis Mills, her fiance) came in¬ 
side yelling about something in the 


UFO Sightings 
Not Uncommon 


Reports of UFO sightings in 
and around Farmville aren't as in¬ 
frequent as one might think. 

A look back through The Her¬ 
ald's files show at least six differ¬ 
ent objects being spotted in the 
skies in the past 30 years or so. 

In 1952, a number of people 
from Pamplin to Farmville re¬ 
ported seeing a "ball of fire' pass 
through the sky. This ball was 
seen in areas stretching as far as 
Baltimore and Norfolk. It was de¬ 
scribed as "the size of a two gallon 
bucket, with a glowing tail." 

Also in 1952, several people re¬ 
ported seeing a "thing" that floated 
across the sky for about two hours, 
the first explanation, that it was a 
meteorite, was discarded because 
meteorites travel at rates of hun¬ 
dreds of miles per hour. No other 
explanation was ever put forth for 
the object 

Mid 1966 and early 1967 were a 
big time for UFO spotting. A 
Prince Edward County deputy 
sheriff reported seeing a dome¬ 
shaped object floating in the sky 
near Darlington Heights. The ob¬ 
ject, which didn't make any noise, 
had white lights that blacked out 
when it moved, (according to the 
deputy). A teeim from Fort Pickett 
came up to investigate the inci¬ 
dent. No explanation was given 
for the appearance of the object. 


Sightings were also reported in 
Richmond, Cvoochland, and High 
Point, North Carolina around the 
same time. 

A second sighting in Farmville 
was reported in 1966. It was de¬ 
scribed as having four red lights 
about the size of breakfast plates 
that blinked, and two smaller, 
white lights that didn't. The lights 
seemed to be a great distance 
apart, according to the eyewitness. 
It hovered over a barn before 
moving west at a tremendous rate 
of speed without any noticeable 
sound. 

A UFO was sighted in Rice in 
1967, and several residents, in¬ 
cluding town and county police, 
watched it for about an hour be¬ 
fore it disappeared. It was de¬ 
scribed as being about the size of a 
building or an extra large aircraft. 
It was mostly white, with a bluish 
tint. Two days previous to this 
sighting, a UFO was sighted on 
the ground at South Hill. 

A UFO was spotted by a num¬ 
ber of people in 1979. The object 
was larger than a star or an air¬ 
plane's lights. It looked like a 
parachute with a light on it ac¬ 
cording to those who saw it. Ex¬ 
planations that it was a weather 
balloon or a satellite proved un¬ 
true. 


sky." 

French described what she saw 
when she went outside as 
"humongous." Her large, two- 
story house could have sat on top 
it it easily, she said. 

The object had a boomerang- 
shaped front end and back end. At 
both the front and back, there 
were three red lights on its tips 
that didn't blink. 

"At first we thought it was two 
separate things," she said, 
"because we could only see the 
boomerang-shaped parts. But then 
we saw that we couldn't see any 
sky in between the boomerangs. It 
was just dark; you couldn't see any 
stars there like you could around 
the outside of it. Then we could 
make out the outline of the mid¬ 
dle." 

The aircraft wasn’t making 
hardly any noise, according to 
French. 

"Our friends had their electric 
car running and we couldn't hear 
the noise of it over the car," she 
said. "When we told her to cut the 
car off, then we could hear a little 
humming." 

The object came from the 
southwest, but not from over the 


vicinity of Amelin Courthouse. It 
went over their yard where they 
were standing, crossed the Appo¬ 
mattox River, and went in the di¬ 
rection of Hanover County, said 
French. The four of them watched 
its path for about 15 or 20 minutes. 

French said she called her 
brother in Powhatan to bring over 
his camera, but that by the time he 
got there, it was gone. 

Other people saw the aircraft, 
said French. 

"We live right on Route 360 on 
a little hill," she said, "and we 
looked down and saw people 
pulling off the road and watch¬ 
ing." 

According to a member of the 
Amelia County sheriffs depart¬ 
ment, some other people did see 
the object 

"We've had people tell other 
people (in the department) that 
they saw it," said a department 
spokeswoman. "But no one made 
an official report of sighting it." 

Of those who said they saw 
something, she said, some had 
seen it around the same time as 
French. Two other people saw an 
object around 5 a.m. the following 
morning. 


"People think you're loony if 
you report seeing something like 
this," said French. "But I know 
what I saw. It had the same effect 
as if you were watching some¬ 
thing from "Star Trek" fly over. 
We've seen other things some¬ 
times that made us wonder 
whether it was an airplane. But 
there was no doubt about this. 
There's no mistake what this was." 

According to Technical 
Sergeant Marty Everett of the 
Tennessee Air National Guard, the 
object may have been something 
human-made. The Tennessee base 
claimed responsibility for what 
many Wythe County residents 
thought were UFOs. They were 
actually their aircraft on a refuel¬ 
ing mission. 

"At times there was experimen¬ 
tal aircraft like that," said Everett 
after the object French saw was 
described to him. "Of course, that 
was back in the '50s and '60s. But 
there's aircraft out there of all 
shapes and sizes. People will build 
anything. Even a brick will fly if it 
has a big enough engine. There's 
all sorts of things out there." 

But Laurie French doesn't be¬ 
lieve an explanation is possible. 

"I really don’t think we have 
anything like that," she said em¬ 
phatically. "I mean, we don't have 
any airplanes that can fly without 
wings, do we? And it was so huge 
and so quiet. It moved real slow, 
and it was so close to the ground. 
How can we have something like 
that?" 

Mary Johnson, the sheriffs 
dispatcher who took the call from 
French that night, believes that 
French definitely saw something. 

"I know she saw something be¬ 
cause she couldn't have been that 
excited if she didn't," said Johnson. 
"She was talking really fast, but 
she sounded straight and clear¬ 
headed. I don't think someone 
would call you and tell you some¬ 
thing like that if it wasn't real. I’m 
sure she saw something." 

According to the report that 
was filed on the incident the sher¬ 
iffs department called the Federal 
Aviation Administration to check 
out the object. 

"They told him (the sherifD that 
they didn't see anything in that 
area," said Johnson, "and that they 
don't put much stock into some¬ 
thing like this. That was the end of 
tt from here." 

It isn't the end of it for French. 
She said she's been out in her yard 
frequently since that night, looking 
and watching for the aircraft to 
appear again. So far, she hasn’t 
seen anything. 

But if it did come over again 
when I was inside," she said, 
"there’s no way I would hear it. It’s 
just too quiet" 

French is convinced that what 
she saw was something from an¬ 
other world, despite what anyone 
mif^t say. 

"I believe that people can come 
from other planets, and now I 
don't have any doubt in my mind. 
You really have to see something 
like that to actually believe it. To 
even talk about it now makes the 
hair on the back of my head stand 
up. It ^ves me chills even thinking 
about it" 


S.W. VA. ENTERPRISE, Wytheville, VA - Nov. 9, 1987 

A Backward Glance 


30 Years ago 
this week 

• A myslerious lighted object was 
seen four miles east of Rural Retreat 
by two Rural Retreat men on Nov, 
7. This object had also been seen 
in several states throughout the 
United States. They described this 
object as having an egg shaped 
light in front and tapered in the 


back. It was described as traveling 
as fast as a jet and came from the 
southeast, headed northwest. From 
a distance it was described as ap¬ 
pearing several hundred feet long, 
but if seen close up it was estimated 
to be about 2000 feet long. The 
men watched it for about 15 to 20 
minutes and both stated it was “hard 
to explain.” 
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Center investigates sightings 


Plum and Delmont residents 
report seeing UFOs in the sky 


By John B. Gibson _ 

Vall«y N«w> Ditpaieh 

Reports of Unidentified Flying Objects 
sightings in Plum Borough and Oelmont 
this month, are being investigated by the 
Pennsylvania Center for UFO Research. 

Diane Enion, Oklahoma Borough, a re¬ 
searcher for the North Versailles Town¬ 
ship-based center, said the center’s vol- 
u.nteer personnel will investigate the 
reports and that of the sighting of a four¬ 
legged, black creature which ran across 
Route 56 in Kiski Township's Spring 
Church district Monday at about 7:45 
p.m. 

Origin of the report about the “crea¬ 
ture " would remain confidential, she 
said. However, she noted, its description 
has a striking similarity to that given in 
reported sightings of other four-legged 
’ creatures” in parts of Westmoreland 
County, including Bell Township, in the 


past few years. 

Center director Paul G. Johnson said 
UFO sightings were reported in the Kiski 
Valley area as recently as last week. 

He said witnesess told him that on Oct. 
16 and 18, at about 8:30 p.m. each day, 
they saw a UFO hover over the Clover 
Leaf Golf Course near Delmont, West¬ 
moreland County. He said they described 
the object as “hamburger-shaped with a 
band of lights in the middle, orangish and 
white lights.” He said the witnesses told 
him they watched the object “for about 
two or three minutes” through binoculars 
“until it disappeared slowly to the east, 
making no noise in the clear sky.” 

Johnson said the center had received a 


report of a UFO hovering over Route 380 
in Plum Borough on Oct. 8. The object 
was described as being rectangular with 
six red lights on it, he said. 

The “creature” sighting report isn’t 
anything new to the center’s personnel, 
who have probed accounts involving a va¬ 
riety of four-legged or two-legged uniden- 
tifi^ “creatures.” 

Johnson, employed in the Department 
of Chemistry at Duquesne University, 
last year co-authored “The Pennsylvania 
Bigfoot,” which details IGO minutely-doc¬ 
umented incidents in which tall, ape-like 
bipeds generally falling within the “Big¬ 
foot” category were seen. The chronolog¬ 
ical listing begins in 1946, in Dicksonburg, 


Pa. where a child was playing in the 
woods and grabbed what she thought 
was a tree stump. “Instead, it arose 
and she observed a large, black hairy 
biped with dark eyes, wide mouth and 
large square teeth. ’The hair felt like 
pine needles,” the child told a center 
investigator. 

The listing includes several refer¬ 
ences to incidents in the A-K Valley, 
many of the incidents being attended by 
the reported sighting of a UFO at about 
the same time as “Bigfoot” was sighed. 

A-K Valley reports include “Big- 
foot”-like creature sightings or noises 
in Bell Township, Avonmore area. Lan¬ 
cer Park area of Washington Township, 
Gibsonia, North Hills, Cadogan and 
Curwensville. 

Enion said the center is anxious to in¬ 
vestigate unusual phenomena and 
asked anyone with information to phone 
568-3808. 


Film To Detail ‘Nonhuman’ Encounters 


Wythe UFO’s 
are not a new 
phenomenon 

P.O. Box 648 
Troutvillc, Va. 24175 
Oct. 23, 1987 

Over the weekend, 1 spent a few 
hours in Rural Retreat, in Wythe 
County. 1 have studied UFO’s off 
and on since 1965, when thousands 
were being seen and reported na¬ 
tionwide. 1 was attracted to Wythe 
County by the recent spurt of UFO 
sightings in this area. While at Rural 
Retreat Lake the most unusual 
things 1 saw in the sky were some 
spectacular meteorites, and possibly 
one meteor, the difference being in 
size. 

Most people, who have not stud¬ 
ied the UFO problem in depth are 
not aware of the scope of this 
phenomena. For instance, many 
think that UFO’s arc a new thing, 
beginning with the modem UFO 
era that began with the Kenneth 
Arnold Sightings on June 24, 1947. 
However, what appear to be draw¬ 
ings of “flying saucers” have been 
found on prehistoric cave walls, and 
other references to suang flying 
conuaplions can be found ihrough- 
outk the folklore of history. The 
UFO, whatever it represents, has 
been among man for a long time. 
For instance, in 1896 and 1897, 
farmers throughout the midwest re¬ 
ported encounters wth huge airships 
on their farms. 

The problem for the UFO re¬ 
searcher is what to make of all the 
data available. So far, all UFO re¬ 
lated data available for study has 
been “soft" data, mostly historical 
accounts, and eyewitness reports. 
One must take several fields into 
account when studying UFO’s: 
Psychology, Sociology, Anthropol¬ 
ogy, Archaeology, Astronomy, 
Physics, Mythology, Animal Be¬ 
havior, and so on. Statistics have 
borne out that one in ten of all 
UFO reports are UTicly unidenti¬ 
fiable. The other nine all can be 
proven to be IFO’s which arc iden¬ 
tifiable flying objects. 

What sort of objects are most 
often mistaken to be a UFO? Well, 
the list is lone and varied, but most 

commonly, on clear nights such as 
the East coast has had for the past 
several weeks, stars, particularly 
venus can be perceived as moving 
due to illusions created by at¬ 
mospheric distortions, or involun¬ 
tary micro-muscular eye move¬ 
ments. These factors when accom¬ 
panied by lively imaginations, and 
wishful thinking can result in very 
high numbers of UFO sightings. 
Next are satellites, and high altitude 


By LAWRENCE VAN GELDER 

Nev Y«1i TknM 

NEW YORK — Believe In non¬ 
human beings? 

Philippe Mora does — at least 
for cinematic purposes. 

And that’s why the director’s 
next project will be the film ver¬ 
sion of the nonfiction best-seller 
"Communion.” 

“Communion,” published this 
year by Morrow and scheduled for 
reincarnation as an Avon paper¬ 
back In February, is an account by 
Whitley Strieber — author of the 
novels "Wolfen" and “The Hun¬ 
ger” — of his apparent encounters 
with nonhuman beings. 

•‘The most provocative of 


these,” goes one passage, “was 
about 5 feet tall, very alender and 
delicate, with extremely promi¬ 
nent and mesmerizing black 
slanted eyes.” 

Mora, whose latest film, “Howl¬ 
ing m,” just opened, was raised In 
Australia and has bMn a U.S. resi¬ 
dent for the past eight years. But 
In 1968, both he and Strieber were 
in London. Strieber, a native of 
San Antonio, was a student at the 
London Film School. Mora was a 
painter, specializing In pop art and 
doing Illustrations for the Beatles, 
Including “The Beatles Illustrated 
Lyrics.” 

In the years since they met In 
London, the two have kept in 
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touch, and last year they formed a 
production company. “ ‘Commu¬ 
nion’ Is such a fasdnatlng book 
because It’s the first time someone 
as articulate as Whitley has had 
these experiences,” Mora said. 
“You know, it’s usually people 
who can’t express themselves In 
the manner vhiltley has. Whitley 
came to the conclusion the only 
explanation for the experience is 
that these beings were reality In 
some way. 

”So there’s a really Interesting 
psychological aspect to this story. 
It’s not an alien special-effects 
movie at all. 

“And then, of course, the main 
thing is the amount of people — 

CR: G. Fawcett 


planes. Then there is the truly 
modem phenomena of the reintry 
of space-junk, like booster rockets, 
into the atmosphere. Unusually 
bright meteors, bird migrations, ad¬ 
vertising planes, weather balloons, 
lenticular clouds, kites and rale types 
of atmospheric phenomena such as 
moondogs. Then, believe it or not, 
there are people who get enjoyment 
from engineering UFO hoaxs, using 
kites and balloons. 

Of all the sightings I heard re¬ 
ported while listening to the radio 
call-in on the subject in Wythe 
County, I believe two, three at most 
sightings in the Wythe area, to merit 
further investigation. This is not to 
say the other 198 or so sightings 
are without merit, or that the person 
reporting them was crazy. The rea¬ 
son is simple. A UFO researcher 
must set certain criteria to rate 
sightings as worthy of time and 
effort. Cases that merit the highest 
ratings are of the close encounter 
variety. The CE’s if you will. Most 
of what Wythe County residents are 
reporting are single-witness noc¬ 
turnal light sightings or single-wit¬ 
ness day light-disc sightings. These 
would have more merit if they were 
multiple-witness, and did some 
really unusual spectacular aerobat¬ 
ics. 

Back to CE’s [close encounter). 
A CE-I is defined as a sighting 
within 500 feet of the witness. A 
CE-n is a CE-I but with the addition 
that the environment was also af¬ 
fected, clocks or car engines were 
stopped, radio and TV sgnals were 
disrupted, wimesses acquired bum 
marks, cattle were mutilated, an¬ 
imals acted peculiar, and so forth. 
A CE-III is a CE-I or II where 
occupants of a UFO arc seen, and 
sub-categories of the CE-III include 
human abductions as publicised in 
the famous Betty and Barney Hill 
ca,sc and more recently outlined in 
the best-selling book by Whitley 
Strciber, “Communion” 


literally thousands of people — 
who have this experience of hav¬ 
ing encounters with these beings. 
So whether It’s real or just a psy¬ 
chological reality, it’s juk amazing 
that It happens on this scale. It’s 
almost like a religious experience 
for atheists, because they have 
their miracles; they have their an¬ 
gels, which are the beings; and 
you have to have faith.” 

Strieber has written the screen¬ 
play. Preproduction Is under way. 
Casting remains to be done. Shoot¬ 
ing is to begin In Los Angeles In 
February. The film should be fin¬ 
ished by August. Allied Entertain¬ 
ment, a London-based distributor, 
will handle the International dis¬ 
tribution, Mora said, and negotia¬ 
tions are in progress for U.S. dis¬ 
tribution. 

Other than professionally, Mora 
has had no experience with nonhu¬ 
mans. “I’ve certainly had vivid 
drearrrs,” he said. "But I’m confi¬ 
dent at this point that they were 
dreams.” 


GAZETTE, Schenectady, NT - Dec. 4, 1987 CR: G. Earley 

ABC-TV's Segment on UFOs Was Unfair 


Editor. Gazette: 

On Oct. 28. ABCs "Good Morning Ameri¬ 
ca" presented a segment that was a distor¬ 
tion of truth and involved subterfuge in the 
misleading “promos" to attract viewers. 

The promos promised a segment about 
“UFOs." a term that most people automati¬ 
cally and tacitly interpret as a phenomenon 
here on earth. Instead, the segment was 
biased against the existence of UFOs and 
popularized the astronomer’s program 
called Search for Extraterrestrial Intelli¬ 
gence in Space. (SETI), 


In conclusion, what arc UFO’s? 

No one can say. In the early days w 
of the modem UFO era, nearly 100 C 
percent of all UFO investigators 
felt they were of an extraterrestrial > 
origin. However, as of the Inter- * 
national UFO Conference held in 5 
1977, it is found that nearly half ^ 
of all professional investigators had 
dropped the ET hypothesis. Many 3 
are opting for what is called the S 
inter-dimensional hypothesis, still ^ 
others think it is a phenomena that ^ 
man has created for himself out of 
the workings of the so-callcd col- rr 
lectivc unconscious. < 

Personally, I am still among those 
who favor the ET theory. I think 
the other theories violate what is • 
known as Occam’s Razor, the theory < 
that the more complex an expla¬ 
nation, the less likely it is to have ' 
merit. It works with other branches 
of science. I hope dial unlike the < 
late J. Allen Hynck, I live to see ^ 
the UFO enigma solved. Toward • 
that end, I invite Wythe Countians i- 
10 write to me in strict confi- S 
dcniiality. 

BARBARA FINNEY 


The segment began with old UFO photos 
followed typically by an average citizen dis¬ 
cussing his UFO sighting, replete with 
drawing, and a scene showing a crowd star¬ 
ing at the night sky. Next, a professional 
UFO debunker proclaimed, without proof, 
that there was nothing to the UFO phenome¬ 
non. ju.st mistakes by thousands of people 
during the 40-some years since World War 
II. He did admit that he never really leaves 
his home to check out sightings, or landing 
sites, because "there are so many'” 

To "balance" the UFO portion of the seg¬ 
ment. a Harvard astronomer, radio tele¬ 
scope in the background, discussed his 
dedication to SETI and the need for more 
funds A1.SO. we. the viewers, were told that 
NASA wants SlOO million to search for ET's 
si.gnal from space. Already, a lot of money 
has been spent devising schemes and equip¬ 
ment in unsuccessful attempts to hear fmm 
ET. Don’t forget that our nearest star sys¬ 
tem where ET might originate is about 4,2 
light years from earth, and that our radio 
waves would take 4.2 years to get there with 
a message from iis. Hence, it would be 8.4 
years before we could receive a response 
from ET. Besides, would an ET civilization, 
even slighty more advanced than ours, still 
communicate by radio waves? If ET is al¬ 
ready here on earth, wouldn t it be a waste 
of time and money to listen for messages 
that may never come? 

Although a UFO debunker appeared in the 
first part of the segment, there was no skep¬ 
tic present to Question the efficacy of the 
SETI program. The segment showed further 
bias when persons with academic creden¬ 
tials presented the case for SETI while the 
case tor the existence of UFOs rested on the 
disparaging “shopworn" image of John Q. 
Public breathlessly reporting a UFO sight¬ 
ing while pointing to the sky. 

As a physics professor who has mounted a 
long scientific field study of UFOs and as an 
extremely experienced UFO observer (with 
plenty of witnesses), I believe that I could 
present a quite different case. 

DR. HARLEY RUTLEDGE 
Cape Girardeau. Mo. 
(Tfie writer is a professor at Missouri 
State i'mversity.) 
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A ‘COSMIC WATERGATE’ was a major topic at last weekend's symposium in Washington. D.C.. sponsored by the Mutual 
UFO Network and the Fund for UFO Research. Lawrence Fawcett, at a 1984 press conference outside the Pentagon, holds a 
copy of'Clear Intent' which he co-authored with Barry Greenwood that says the U.S. government engaged in a massive 
coverup of sittings over U.S. military installations. 


lAWDNlOHlNEEUS _ 

UFO Symposium 
In D.C. Calls For 
End to Coverup 

Nearly 500 people gathered last weekend at the 
American University in Washington. D. C., to review the 
history of Unidentified Flying Objects (UFOs) during the 
past 40 years. Reported alien abductions, purported “top 
secret” leaked documents showing the Truman admin¬ 
istration initiating a special committee to investigate 
crashed saucers in 1947, and the history of the phenom¬ 
enon in over a dozen countries were some of the subjects 
discussed at the 1987 International UFO Symposium 
sponsored by the Mutual UFO Network (MUFON) and 
the Fund for UFO Research. 

The conference marked the anniversary of the fam¬ 
ous June 24, 1947 sighting by pilot and businessman 
Kenneth Arnold of nine silvery saucers near Mount 
Rainier in the Cascades, which marked the beginning of 
the modem era of flying saucers or UFOs. 

Temple University historian Dr. David Jacobs ana¬ 
lyzed the history of the phenomenon in the United States 
in a paper entitled, From Arnold to Hynek: The End of 
an Era. The late astronomer Dr. J. Allen Hynek was 
hired in the late 194()s by the Air Force’s Air Technical 
Intelligence Center (ATIC) at Wright-Patterson Air 
Force Base to explain away UFO sightings. In the course 
of his involvement, however, Hynek became convinced 
that UFOs represented something of great importance 
to science. 

"After 40 years of studying UFO patterns, debating 
about their origin, developing procedures for studying 
sightings and witnesses, speculating about the meaning 
of the reports, debating the intricacies of governmental 
involvement in UFOs, and even warring among our¬ 
selves," said Jacobs, “the abduction material has placed 
us in a different phase of intellectual discourse." 

Furthermore, continued Jacobs, “we have at last 
advanced beyond the sighting report. The material 
developed from the abduction accounts has 
unequivocally placed us in the study of extraterrestrial 
life, motivations, intentions, and activities.” 

Jacobs participated as well in a panel of UFO abduc¬ 
tion investigators which included New York City artist 
Budd Hopkins, author of two books on the subject. 
Missing Time and Intruders; and researcher Eddie Bul¬ 
lard, who has analyzed the content of hundreds of abduc¬ 
tion accounts for the Fund for UFO Research. 
Afterwards, Jacobs moderated a second panel of so- 
called abductees, which included Whitley Strieber, 
author of the best-selling book Communion, and half a 
dozen other individuals whose cases Hopkins investi¬ 
gated, and Mississippi steelworker Charles Hickson, 
one of two abductees in the famous 1973 incident near 
the Pascagoula Navy Yard. 

The auditorium at American U. was filled to capacity 
during the two panels. Present throughout the proceed¬ 
ings was ufology’s most noted debunker, Phillip Klass, a 
former senior editor olAviation Week & Space Technol- 
ogy, who exhibited a permanent grin. Klass admitted to 
The Washington Post that he was the “skunk at the 
garden party." 

Although he has been called a scientific authority on 
the subject by The New York Times, ABC’s Nightline, 
and others, one has to wonder about this qualification in 
view of Klass’ behavior and performance. For instance, 
the veteran debunker was distributing business cards 
which read. "BEEN ABDUCTED BY A UFO LATELY? 
(If not, try a new deodorant!)" The audience, however, 
was not there to listen to Klass but to what Whitley 
Strieber and the other abductees had to say about their 
experiences. 

Strieber began the session by handing Klass a copy 
of a polygraph test that, he said, was demanded by the 
BBC before he could appear on British TV; the poly¬ 
graph irulicated that Strieber had not lied with regards 
to his experiences with what he later called the “visi¬ 
tors,” and that his aims had not been for monetary gain 
(although he certainly has done very well with Commu¬ 
nion.) “My first reaction was suicidal," he said, adding 
that “It was a bad moment in my life." 

Next morning Strieber conducted a workshop on 
Mankind and the Visitors: The Future of the Relationship. 
where he stated that, “as an individual and a family we 
refuse to be afraid of this. I believe that is up to us to get 
past the fear if we can get the support of society. There 
is something at the other side of fear.” 

The other abductees recounted their experiences 
and the difficulties they’ve had in coping with them. 
Because of society’s ridicule, one of them said “we are 
doubly damned," while a woman explained that it was 
impossible for her to reconcile the experience because, 
''you’re not equal (in an abduction). Tliey call the shots, 
you’re subjected to experimentation." Moreover, she 
added that “to be here and speak in front of a group is 
very traumatizing because most of us had tried to keep 
it very private and very secret." 

Kathie Davis, the protagonist of the incredible exper¬ 
iences of Copley Woods described in Hopkins’ book 
Intruders, was also on the panel, althou^ she had consi¬ 
derable difficulty expressing herself. According to Hop¬ 


kins’ research, Davis had about 12 abductions in the 
course of her life, and these included the removal of ova 
samples, an apparent ET pregnancy, and the aliens’ 
subsequent presentation to her of her “hybrid" babies. 
“It doesn’t make sense," she said, “I am from the Mid¬ 
west, it mi^t be easier if I was from New York. 1 am 
scared for my kids. . ." 

Most of the abductees expressed great fear that their 
children would undergo similar experiences. Charles 
Hickson said that he has five children and that ‘i've been 
fortunate. I’ve had to accept it. A man that couldn’t 
accept it would destroy his life.” 

The international implications of the UFO phenom¬ 
enon were also discussed at length in the MUFON 
Symposium with papers on the history of flying saucers 
in England, France, Italy, Spain, Sweden, Australia, 
Japan, India, Zimbabwe and South Africa, Canada, 
Argentina, Chile, Brazil and Uruguay. 

In a press conference preceding the symposium. Dr. 
Bruce Maccabee, a Navy physicist who heads the Fund 
for UFO Research, indicated that invitations had been 
sent also to scientists in the Soviet Union, but no 
response was received. Yet the USSR Academy of Sci¬ 
ences does have an office to monitor wbat the Soviets 
call “anomalous atmospheric phenomena.” 

Finally, the matter of the so-called “Majestic 12” 
leaked documents was discussed in detail by Los Ange¬ 
les writer and researcher William Moore, nuclear phys¬ 
icist Stanton Friedman, Maccabee, and others. We 
analyzed briefly the contents of these papers in our 
previous column. 

At a keynote address during the symposium’s ban¬ 
quet, William Moore recounted how his associate, inde¬ 
pendent TV producer Jaime Shandera, received in the 
mail a couple of years ago a mysterious package contain¬ 
ing what seemed to be an “EYEb ONLY” briefing doc¬ 
ument on “Operation Majestic 12” prepared for 
President-elect Eisenhower in November, 1952. The 
briefing officer was Admiral Roscoe Hillenkoetter, who 
was the first Director of the CIA. The paper confirmed 
that the govenunent had possession of "a short range 
reconnaissance craft" that crashed near Roswell, New 
Mexico, and the decomposed bodies of four “Extra¬ 
terrestrial Biological Entities." 


One point that made Moore suspicious of the doc¬ 
ument. however, was the mention of Dr. Donald Menzel 
as p)art of the top secret MJ-12 committee. A respected 
Harvard astronomer, Menzel was also the founding 
father of UFO debunking. Yet the suspicions were dis¬ 
pelled after Friedman conducted extensive research on 
the late astronomer, discovering that he had possessed 
a "Top Secret-Ultra security clearance;" that he worked 
on cryptography for the Navy during World War II and 
later for the National Security Agency; that he was 
closely associated with Dr. Vannevar Bush, who headed 
the scientific group to investigate the “modus operandi" 
of UFOs; that he made several trips to New Mexico and 
Washington D.C. in 1947, etc. 

All these facts were not previously known by the 
UFO community, which always considered Menzel a 
close-minded skeptic. Friedman gave a lecture at the 
Symposium on “The Double Life of Donald H. Menzel." 
In the light of this new evidence, Menzel’s skepticism 
seems more a matter of deception and disinformation 
than one of scientific conviction. 

The Majestic 12 documents are causing a lot of debate 
within the UFO community, some of which was voiced 
in a Panel Discussion on "UFOs and Government 
Secrecy.” While Moore, Friedman and Maccabee believe 
there is a good chance that the documents are authentic, 
others like attorney Peter Gersten and Barry 
Greenwood, co-author of the book Clear Intent, have 
voiced reservations. Moore and Friedman, however, 
indicated that their “Deep Throats" inside the govern¬ 
ment are continuing to supply additional information, 
which will be released at the appropriate time. 

If this material turns out to be authentic, then 
Friedman’s long-held contention of a “Cosmic Water¬ 
gate" will make current and past Congressional hearings 
look like kindergarten. In fact, there were rtimors circu¬ 
lating at the Symposium that congressional aides had 
already began to look into crashed saucer allegations. 
And pin buttons distributed at the convention stated, “40 
Yeats is Long Enough!" 

J. Antonio Huneeus is a freelance science writer who has 
written frequently for publications in North and South 
America. 


UFO researcher examines 
photographs from newspaper 


GULF BREEZE (UPl) — A di¬ 
rector of a private group that inves¬ 
tigates sightings of unidentified 
flying objects said Friday that he 
thinks UFO photographs allegedly 
taken last month in northwest Flori¬ 
da are among the best. 

“I can’t recall seeing a better set 
of photographs being available to 
the public in the past 10 years,” said 
Donald M. Ware, a state director of 
the Texas-based Mutual UFO Net¬ 
work. 

The pictures were published last 
month in the weekly Sentinel of 


Gulf Breeze. They show a glowing 
object that appears to be above 
tree-top level. The anonymous pho¬ 
tographer claimed he took them 
Nov. 11 with a Polaroid camera. 

In subsequent issues the newspa¬ 
per published accounts from other 
residents who claimed they saw the 
same object. 

Ware, a former Air Force fight¬ 
er pilot who lives in Fort Walton 
Beach, said photographs have been 
sent to an expert for an analysis 
that may, among other things, deter¬ 
mine the size of the object. 
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UFO enthusiasts take new look at 1979 


By Bryn Bnora* 

Dally World city aditor 

Several witnesaes watched a bright- 
ly-Itghted, apparently burning object 
streak across the sky and plunge Into 
the Elk River area near Westport, then 
explode the night of Nov. 2S, 1978. 

No wreckage was ever found and the 
mystery wu never solved. 

But Jim Clarkson of Aberdeen, who 
has been Interested In UFOs since be 
was a child, started looking Into the 
case this year. He’s a member of the 
Texas-based Mutual UFO Network. 

After Interviews with several wit¬ 
nesses around the Harbor, he thinks he's 
on to something but nee^ more facts. 
He’s called for help. 

Don Johnson of Kirkland, the organi¬ 
zation's state director, visited Aberdeen 
this week to study the findings. He has a 
doctorate In quantitative psychology and 
works with statistics. 


Johnson said the organization Is dedi¬ 
cated to the premise: "UFOs are a 
subject worthy of scientific Investiga¬ 
tion, and the public has a right to 
know." 

He and Clarkson aren’t claiming that 
an alien spacecraft crashed, but they 
speculate that some kind of military 
machine, such as a cruise missile, 
might have gone down. 

If a missile crashed near Westport, it 
would be exceedingly embarrassing to 
the military, said Johnson. That would 
be a motive for secrecy, he said. 

The two hope to gather enough Infor¬ 
mation to buttress a Freedom of Infor¬ 
mation Act request. 

While authorities at the time said the 
military was not In the area, Clarkson 
said there are persistent reports that 
military vehicles were seen near Gray- 
land. 

Clarkson and Johnson asked that any 


Harboiite who witnessed such activity 
that week send them a note at P.O. Box 
S, Montesano, 98S63. 

"We need a couple more witnesses,” 
said Johnson. "We’re interested in docu¬ 
menting participation of the military in 
a retrieval.” 

The two plan to be on a KXRO talk 
show today. 

In The Daily World files, there are 
several stories about the sightings from 
that week. 

The first one, on Monday, said fog 
hampered the search for the object that 
seemed to crash. One witness saw the 
whole thing from the Elk River Bridge 
and called authorities. There were sev¬ 
eral other calls to the sheriff’s office 
from witnesses. Some sightings were as 
far east as Central Park. 

That Tuesday, Nov. 27, the U.S. Air 
Force requested a continuation of the 
search because of the large number of 


episode 

witnesses to an apparent crash, accord¬ 
ing to Bill Langford, county emergency 
services coordinator. 

Estella Knissel of Central Park was 
quoted In the story as saying it looked 
like an airplane crashing. 

“It was bright like mercury lights, 
but it wasn’t making a sound," she said. 

Also, East Hoquiam Road resident 
Mrs. Ralph Case reported the sighting 
to Bowerman Field Flight Service Sta¬ 
tion personnel. She said it looked like a 
plane partly on fire. Ernest Hayes of 
Aberdeen was driving west on Highway 
12 near Elma when he saw a "green and 
white flash" pass over. 

However, the search was called off 
Wednesday the 28th when planes flying 
over the area found no sign of wreck¬ 
age. Moreover, there were no reports of 
missing airplanes. 

Some suggested the object might 
have been a well-lighted helicopter, but 
Johnson and Clarkson said an Interview 
with a helicopter pilot convinced them 
that's unlikely. 
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Strangely, there were more UFO 
reports from Centralia that Wednesday. 

Many witnesses called in on phone 
lines to radio station KITI. 

Also, the Air Force denied it was 
investigating. 

Later on, a final story said rumors 
were rampant, but Langford and Sheriff 
Dennis Morrlsette said nothing was 
going on. An Army spokesman said the 
service wasn’t guarding anything or 
doing anything about any UFO's at Elk 
River, while authorities said no one had 
reported first hand that he or she had 
seen the alleged object, or people guard¬ 
ing it. 

It was all hearsay, they said. 


MYSTERY 


Donald Curtis of Des Moines, Iowa, with his UFO van. Curtis directs his state chapter of the Mutual 
Unidentified Flying Objects Network (MUFON). (Staff photo by Bill Harlan) 


Iowan wants to know: Is 
CIA hiding ALF corpse? 


Bill Harlan 
Staff Writer 

If a corpse from another planet Is be¬ 
ing stored at CIA headquarters in 
Langley, Va., the American people 
ought to know about It, according to 
Donald Curtis. 

Curtis. 37, is an electronics techni¬ 
cian for the Des Moines, Iowa, police 
department. He and his family have 
been vacationing in the Black Hills 
the past week, traveling in a van with 
a message. 

The van’s specialized Iowa plates 
proclaim: "UFO S." On the side of 
the van. in neat letters, is the plea: 
“Support National UFO Information 
Week. Inform yourself. Inform 
others." 

In that spirit, Curtis readily agreed 
to an interview about his interest in 
visitors from outer space. 

It began in Vietnam, where he 
served with a military intelligence 
unit. In April 1969 a UFO was 
reported over a Marine compound 
near Da Nang, Curtis said. 

“It was close," he said. “Less than 
200 feet.” 

Curtis heard reports the craft had 
hovered for about a half hour one 
night, flashing multi-colored lights. 
He said there were 80 witnesses, still 
photographs and even motion pic¬ 
tures of a disc-shaped craft that was 
100 to 130 feet in diameter. 

According to Curtis, the incident 
was hushed up. Several years later, 
when he tried to obtain information 
about the sighting under the 
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), 
the Army denied the incident ever oc¬ 
curred, Curtis said. 

A rash of UFO sightings in 1973 in 


the southeast and Midwest further pi¬ 
qued his curiosity. In 1977 he took a 
course on UFOs and extraterrestrial 
life through the adult education pro¬ 
gram of the Des Moines public 
schools. He was hooked. 

Now Curtis is Iowa state director of 
the Mutual Unidentified Flying Ob¬ 
ject Network, or MUFON. The 
organization, which investigates 
reports of UFOs, has 2,400 members 
worldwide. 

“We go out of our way to be skep¬ 
tical," Curtis said. "And we stay 
away from the fringe elements." 

Over the last 10 years he has in¬ 
vestigated 50 to 60 reports of UFO 
sightings. He could explain away all 
but six cases, but those six cases 
were Intriguing. 

For example. Curtis told of an en¬ 
forcement officer who spotted a UFO 
while on his way to Minnesota on a 
fishing trip. The officer spotted a 
craft which hovered 200 feet from his 
car and was clearly visible for two or 
three minutes. 

Curtis called the officer a reliable 
witness and a previous UFO skeptic. 
There was no explanation for the 
sighting, Curtis said, and there were 
too many similar incidents to dismiss 
the idea of visits from space. 

Curtis also is a member of Citizens 
Against UFO Secrecy, a group lobby¬ 
ing for more government openness 
about UFO reports. 

The FOIA has made getting infor¬ 
mation easier. For example. Curtis 
said the act helped produce a copy of 
an “Incident report" on an alleged 
UFO landing at Kirtland Air Force 
Base In 1981 outside Albuquerque. 

“The government says UFOs do 


not affect national security, but that 
was a weapons storage facility," 
Curtis said. “Nuclear weapons." 

According to Curtis, the classic 
cover-up was the blanket of secrecy 
thrown over an alleged crash of a 
UFO near Roswell. N.M.. in July 
1947. 

Curtis said private UFO resear¬ 
chers had Interviewed a dozen people 
who said they saw debris from the 
craft. Including four members of a 
military security unit that in¬ 
vestigated the alleged crash. 

He also has heard reports the body 
of an alien was recovered. The pieces 
of wreckage and possibly the body, 
according to some ufologists, 
were stored at Wright-Patterson Air 
Force Base for many years, then 
moved to CIA headquarters. 

“The debunkers really ridicule 
this," Curtis said. But Curtis feels 
certain there is much evidence of 
UFOs, Including film taken from gun 
cameras aboard Air Force jets, that 
has not been released to the public. 

To the question of how a govern¬ 
ment which can't hide a Swiss bank 
account could hide UFO wreckage 
for 40 years. Curtis has two answers. 

"The secret's been out for a long 
time," he said. But nobody with proof 
has been willing to come forward." 

Curtis added, “There are things 
that are so secret, they don’t even tell 
the president." 

National UFO Information Week Is 
Aug. 10-17, and Curtis hopes the 
publicity will generate more interest 
In the subject. 

UFO skeptics should consider the 
story behind Curtis’ license plate, 
"UFO S." Curtis originally wanted 
just plain "UFO.” 

It was already taken. 


Unidentified iights 
in night sl^ baffle 
Fountain viewers 


By QIann Uii>an/Gazette Telegnapti 

Carla Finley watched the strange lights in the sky near 
her Fountain Mesa home for more than three hours Wednes¬ 
day night, but she still doesn't know what she saw. 

Finley said she is accustomed to seeing airliners glide over¬ 
head as she lies in bed at night. So when the lights came into 
view in the eastern sky Wednesday night, "I thought I was see¬ 
ing another airplane." 

But instead of slowly moving out of view as the airliners al¬ 
ways do, these lights stopped in the sky, then alternately 
moved up and down, forward and backward, she said. 

The lights were red and blue or green, she said. They 
blinked. They grew brighter, then faded, then returned to bril¬ 
liance. 

"I about freaked out. I woke my husband to tell him about 
the lights," she said. 

Finley’s husband dismissed them as Fort Carson helicopters. 
But Spec. 4 Mattie Jones of the Fort Carson Public Information 
Office said the post had no helicopters operating east of Foun¬ 
tain at that time. 

Finley first spotted the lights about 11:4B p.m. She said she 
stayed up until 3 a.m. watching them. 

"I’m not crazy. I have been in the Army and I have been a 
police officer at Winston-Salem in North Carolina." 

Her husband and neighbors also saw the lights, she said. 

Finley called the security police at Peterson Air Force Base, 
but they were unable to spot the lights, she said. 

She also called Fountain police, and some officers could see 
the lights but had no explanation. 

Fountain Officer David Aga, a patrol supervisor, took a keen 
interest in the mysterious lights. He went to his home in Pleas¬ 
ant Valley, east of Fountain, and studied the lights with binocu¬ 
lars. 

Aga said he spotted six different sets of lights. 

Del Kindschi, public affairs spokesman for the North Ameri¬ 
can Aerospace Defense Command, said persoimel on duty at 
the combat operations center Wednesday night had no reports 
of the lights. 

Operators at the Federal Aviation Administration radar in¬ 
stallations at Peterson AFB and Limon told Fountain police 
their instruments did not detect any unidentified objects in the 
sky. 
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I UFO reports 
iStiU surface 
iin Wytheville 

I KRISTEN HEBESTREET 

Smytn County Bureau 

^ --—. 

^ WYTHEVILLE - UFOs are 

^ still allegedly frightening live* 
o stock, startling drivers, interfer- 
CO ing with television reception and 
X, lighting up the woods around Wy- 
^ theville. according to WYVE 
• radio newsman Danny Gordon. 

S Gordon organized a well-at- 

g tended UFO conference Wednes* 
g day night at Wytheville Commu* 
S nity College. Self-described UFO 
Q experts from Virginia, West Vir- 
^ ginia, Texas and, by telephone 
S hook-up, Ohio, heard residents' 
X stories of flashing lights, hovering 
saucers and even a horseshoe¬ 
shaped craft with feelers floating 
over Rural Retreat. 

One Rural Retreat resident 
who preferred to remain anony¬ 
mous said UFO sightings arc so 
common, she used to rush outside 
to see one, but "It got to be old 
hat." 

A Rural Retreat teenager 
mentioned she and her friends 
would go out "UFO hunting" 
sometimes. She said she saw a 
UFO above the local drive-in. 

"They were heading out the 
door and they joked and said let's 
see if there’s any UFOs, and they 
looked up and there was four," 
Wytheville resident Gary White 
told the audience about his 
friend’s experience. 

UFOs of varying shapes and 
sizes have been infesting Wythe¬ 
ville skies since Oct. 1. and re¬ 
ports are now spreading to sur¬ 
rounding areas. Gordon even 
spotted a UFO hovering over the 
local Holiday Inn. 

Donna Nevers even dreaded 
seeing UFOs on her way to Smyth 
County, but one hovered over her 
car anyway. 

"I said ‘not me. not tonight; I 
don't have time,’ " Nevers said 
about her sighting Nov. 12. 

Gordon organized the confer¬ 
ence so residents could collect and 
compare stories, often urging re¬ 
luctant residents to the podium in 
between stories. 

Gordon reports he has 
sighted UFOs eight times since 
Oct. 16 and objects to reports that 
they are low-flying or refueling 
aircraft. 

Mutual UFO Network Direc¬ 
tor (MUFON) David Bodner of¬ 
fered forms so residents could 
submit their stories to MUFON's 
files. 

"You will be ridiculed; I’ve 
been ridiculed." Bodner said. 
"Everyone coming through the 
door felt a little awkward; that’s 
nothing unusual." He asked resi¬ 
dents to start carrying cameras 
and to scan daytime skies as well 
as night. 

UFO hobbyist Barbara Fin¬ 
ney warned residents they might 
discover years from now that they 
have been abducted and possibly 
even experimented on by extra¬ 
terrestrials. Those at the meeting 
were advised to look for mys¬ 
terious scars on the backs of their 
knees. 
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UFO? Some believe 


it was only a plane 


By Elizabeth Campos 

Tlw Entcrprlit $taM 

Was it a plane, a bird or an 
unidentified flying object? 

That seems to be the question 
facing many Simi Valley residents 
this week. 

Several swear it was not a 
plane, that it had to be a UFO. 
While others are sure it was a 
plane of some sort. 

The reported sightings in Simi 
Valley will be investigated by the 
Mutual UFO Network, the interna¬ 
tional director announced Thurs¬ 
day. 


But one local man said this 
morning that will be a waste of 
time because the “UFO” was 
acutally a large military plane. 

Dale Gumbert, along with 
another local man, said the 
"sighting” Tuesday evening was 
acutally an extraordinarily large 
military plane. 

Checks with airports in 
Camarillo, Van Nuys, Oxnard and 
Burbank proved inconclusive. 

An airline pilot with 25 years 
experience, who declined to give 
his name, said the “UFO” was a 
C-S military plane. 

“It was unusual for this air,” he 


said. “It wasn’t as low as people 
thought, because it is larger than 
a 747. There are C-5 A’s and C-5 
B’s. 

"They do not require sound muf¬ 
fling like suppressers on the 
commercial. red lights were 
dual anti-collision beacons, which 
are not unusual for planes running 
through high density traffic 
areas.” 

Gumbert, who has been an 
aerial photographer for 32 years, 
said he was standing in the park¬ 
ing lot of St. Francis Episcopal 
Church when the plane flew 
overhead. 


"U sounded like it had a turbo 
fanned jet engine. 1 looked up and 
saw it fly overhead. I thought it 
was a C'5 or E>C-10,” Gumbert 
said. "It did not hover, it flew di¬ 
rectly over. That altitude and be¬ 
ing an airplane that size, would 
make it look like it was going 
slower. It definitely was an 
airplane." 

Gumbert said it appeared to him 
that the plane was flying east 
towards Burbank Airport or Ed¬ 
wards Air Force Base. 

"It looked to me like it could 
have been a C-S. It had the very 
same soundas a C-S onapproach." 
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UFOs 

buzzing 

Hudson 

Valley? 

Sightings, new book 
fuel debate on skies 

By Paul Grondahl 

Staff writer 

oo-doo-doo-doo; doo-doo* 
doo-doo. 

If there were a narrator 
for this story, it would have 
to be none other than the 
clipped, smoky, resonant voice of Rod 
Serling. 

Sciontifirally speaking, we are deal¬ 
ing here with paranormal phenomena 
of the aerial variety — unidentified 
flying objects, better known by their 
acronym, UFOs. 

Before you discount this as the 
sensational imagination of a National 
fntyu/rer headline writer (“Elvis Pres¬ 
ley Fathers UFO Baby!"), read on. 

During the past five years, there 
have been hundreds of reports of 
sightings of a formidable UFO in our 
own backyard, from people you 
wouldn’t consider kooks; attorneys, 
pilots, engineers, physicists, even po¬ 
lice officers. 

Scores of witnesses from Albany to 
Ossining have reported seeing a V- 
shaped object in the sky larger than a 
football field that hovers noiselessly at 
low altitudes and shines brilliant, 
pulsating, multi-colored lights. 

One of the witnesses was Danbury. 
Conn., Police Chief Nelson Macedo. 
Contacted by telephone at his office 
last week. Macedo said he saw the 
massive V-shaped object the night of 
July 14, 1984, while fishing with four 
buddies on Candlewood Lake. 

“This huge, lighted object the size of 
a football field moved across the sky 
quite low and made no noise,” Macedo 
recalls. “Some of my officers saw it 
that night, too. It was something none 
of us could explain.” 


This particular 
UFO, whatever it is, is 
staying in the Hudson 
Valley. 

— Philip J. Imbrogno, 
author 


Three researchers have followed up 
with an investigation of this unusually 
prolonged and voluminous cluster of 
sightings of a particular UFO — which 
has been dubbed “the Westchester 
Boomerang" because many of the 
sightings came from that county and 
its vicinity. 

The result of their research Is the 
recently published book. "Night Siege: 
The Hudson Valley UFO Sightings" 
(Ballantine Books), authored by Dr. J. 
Allen Hynck, Philip J. Imbrogno and 
Rob Pratt 

Such is the public’s fascination with 
the topic of UFOs that "Night Siege" — 
which IS a rather dry and exhaustive 
series of interviews with eyewitnesses 
— has In two months sold out the 15,000 
copies of Its first printing and gone into 
a second. 

“This particular UFO. whatever it is. 
is staying in the Hudson Valley.” says 
author Imbrogno, a high school science 
teacher, by telephone from his home in 
White Plains. 

“The bottom line is there’s a mys¬ 
tery here. Whatever's behind it, wheth¬ 
er it's a top-secrct government experi¬ 
ment or a well-planned hoax or life 
from outer space. I don’t know. But so 
many well-educated people, and even 
aviation engineers, have reported 
seeing it that they couldn't have been 
fooled with a blimp or airplanes. 
Something strange is definitely ip 
there in the sky .” 

• 




‘WESTCHESTER BOOMERANG' — This map from the new 
book “Night Siege: The Hudson Valley UFO Sightings” shows 
where unidentified objects have been reported in recent years. 



Hundreds of books, thousands of 
research dollars and numerous reports 
of close encounters later, that is about 
the only claim all the various scientists 
who come under the umbrella of 
UFOology can make that there is 
something strange in the sky. 

Even without any empirical evi¬ 
dence. by sheer volume, if nothing else, 
UFO .study is catching on. 

"More and more scientists are 
getting involved with the study of 
UFOs," says Mark Rodeghier, an 
astroj hysicist and scientific director of 
the l.OOO-member Center for UFO 
Studies in Glenview. HI. "UFOology 
has gained semi-respectability." 

This year, the same that gave us the 
summer’s Harmonic Convergence ob¬ 
servances, marks the 40th anniversary 
of the first sighting of a UFO. 

On June 24. 1947, Kenneth Arnold, a 
businessman-pilot flying near Mount 
Rainer in Washington state’s Cascade 
Mountain range, saw nine disk-shaped 
objects flying around the summit. 
Upon landing, Arnold told his story, the 
media ran with it and a newspaper 
headline the next day trumpeted the 
arrival of "flying saucers.” 



BRIGHT LIGHTS — This 
boomerang pattern of lights 
was seen over Brewster, Put¬ 
nam County, on June 10, 1984. 
No aircraft were cleared for the 
area that evening. 

Public interest in UFOs has not 
waned in the ensuing decades, despite 
any verifiable proof that these objects 
have anything other than a natural and 
logical genesis — stars, planets, un¬ 
usual weather patterns, experimental 
government-operated aircraft. 

Many scientists take a dim view of 
UFOs, close encounters and other 
extraterrestrial phenomena. 

Says Harold Story, a Slate Universi¬ 
ty at Albany physicist who leaches a 
course in astronomy. “Scientists arc 
extremely frustrated with all this 
garbage that comes up over and over; 
astrology, UFOs, New Age crystals. 
It’s all baloney, pure and simple." 

Despite the outcries of debunkers 
like Story, the most ambitious refer¬ 
ence book ever on the topic of UFOs 
was published this year. 

George Eberhart’s two-volume, l.- 
300-page tome, “UFOs and the Extra¬ 
terrestrial Contact Movement: A Bibli¬ 
ography" (Scarecrow Press), includes 
listings of more than 5,500 books in 
English, 2,200 books in other languages 
and magazines such as The Flying 


Saucer Review and the international 
UFO Reporter. 

Much of the material seems rea¬ 
soned and responsible. However, some 
of the listings are truly bizarre. Such 
as the book. "UFOs: Nazi Secret 
Weapon?" which says Adolph Hitler 
and other Nazis escaped from Germa¬ 
ny in 1945 and have survived in a 
colony at the South Pole, their base for 
an air force of flying saucers. 

Then there is the 1957 record album 
called “Music from Another Planet," 
on which Howard Menger played songs 
he said were taught to him by a man 
from Saturn. 

Eberhart, an editor for an American 
Library Association magazine in Chi¬ 
cago and UFO buff, says people 
reported many sightings of UFOs in 
the 1960s and 1970s, but there was a 
decline from about 1981 until a year 
ago when things began picking up 
again. 

According to the Center for UFO 
Studies, reported sightings reached a 
peak rate of about 2,000 a year in the 
1970s, but that had fallen to about 200 
in recent years. 

That's what makes the sudden boom 
of sightings in the Hudson River Valley 
between 1983 and 1986 so noteworthy. 
The investigation lor “Night Siege" 
was begun by Dr. J. Allen Hynck, 
profes.sor emeritus and former chair¬ 
man of the astronomy department at 
Northwestern University, founder of 
the Center for UFO Studies in 1973 and 
dean of UFOologisls. 

Hynck, author of such books as "The 
UFO Experience" and "The Hynek 
Report," was technical consultant to 
Steven Spielberg for the movie "Close 
Encounters of the Third Kind." For 20 
years, Hynck also had been the 
scientific consultant to the U.S. Air 
Force’s Project Blue Book, an investi¬ 
gation of the UFO phenomenon, before 
his death in April 1986 at the age of 75. 

"I had no thoughts of doing this 
book,” Imbrogno says of his work on 
“Night Siege." "I did it because of an 
obligation I made to the late Dr. J. 
Allen Hynek to finish it.” 

Yet when Imbrogno had finished — 
dozens of extensive interviews with 
witnesses and 210 pages of text later — 
he found himself with reams of 
accounts of the same “Westchester 
boomerang" and a list of questions he 
couldn't answer. "The bottom line is I 
still don’t know what it was," Imbrog¬ 
no says. 

Harry Hamilton, an administrator 
and professor of atmospheric sciences 
at State University at Albany, might be 
able to shed some light on Imbrogno’s 
quandary. “1 think most of my col¬ 
leagues believe, like I do, that these 
UFOs are explainable if we know all of 
the conditions,” he says. "That would 
place them all as terrestrial in origin.” 

Back in April, 1966, Hamilton and 
many others living in the Ravena area 
reported seeing an aerial “Easter egg” 
— a glowing, reddish, oval object low 
in the sky. The story was carried in the 
Times Union. 

Like the rest of the observers. 
Hamilton was startled by the strange 
sight and at first thought it might be a 
UFO from outer space. After following 
it and getting a better view, however, 
Hamilton determined this aerial 
"Easter egg” was nothing more than a 
portion of the moon shining through a 
small cloud cover. The motion of the 
cloud cover appeared to give motion to 
the object. 

"The observer of a UFO is not 
hallucinating, but he is seeing an 
optical illusion of a sort,” Hamilton 
adds. "For the most part, I feel these 
arc natural phenomena that occur 


Illustrations from “Night Siege: The Hudson Valley UFO Sightings” 

THEY'RE HERE — This drawing of a UFO reported on July 1? 
and 24 in the Hudson Valley was prepared from the description of 
35 witnesses. 


when the observer is not aware of the 
real environment." 

Story, who leaches the courses 
“Contemporary Astronomy” and 
"Space Exploration" at SUNYA. con¬ 
curs. 

“Most scientists do not believe that 
UFOs come from alien worlds or 
anything like that." Story says. "Scien¬ 
tists would be wildly excited if we ever 
found a piece of an alien spacecraft. 
But there is nothing yet to study. The 
sky is monitored so thoroughly by the 
government, professional scientists 
and amateur observers that it would 
be very difficult for something to get 
by. 

“I don’t doubt that those people in 
the Hudson River Valley saw some¬ 
thing," Story adds. “But untrained 
observers tend to make wild conclu¬ 
sions as a first guess. Scientists are 
always looking for the simplest, most 
reasonable way to explain things 
instead of the most bizarre and far-out 
explanation.” 

Tom Esposito, assistant air traffic 
manager for the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) in Albany, puts 
it this way: "People want to believe in 
extraterrestrials, but here we’re too 
busy to worry about them. A lot of 
things that occur out in the atmosphere 
arc hard to explain. But our business is 
a real one and we have to deal with 
what’s real, not guess at what could 
be.” 

Esposito says he is not aware of any 
UFO sightings reported to the FAA in 
Albany in the past two years, although 
about a decade ago there were a spate 
of them centered around Saratoga 
Springs. It was then that the National 
Enquirer came calling on the FAA in 
Albany. "They tried to get a story out 
of us and twisted things around so it 
looked like something big was going on 
here," Esposito says. 

• 

Something strange is going on; 1987 
was the year of a UFO renaissance. A 
new survey for the National Science 
Foundation found that 43 percent of 
Americans believe that it is likely that 
some of the unidentified flying objects 
that have been reported are really 
space vehicles from other civilizations. 
The same survey found 48 percent 
reject the theory of evolution and 40 
percent give astrology some scientific 
credibility. 

If you want to take the pulse of 
public interest, look at the New York 
Times best-seller book list. You'll find 
in the current No. 1 spot Stcplien 
King’s "The Tomniyknockcrs" (Put¬ 
nam’s Sons), a UFO horror story. 

Earlier 1987 best-sellers included 
"Communion" (Beech Tree Books/ 
Morrow), by Whitley Striber. Strieber 
tells in “Communion" of a Dec. 26,1 >85 
incident that occurred in his upstate 
New York cabin; he found himself in a 


small, gray room full of humanoids 
and one of them inserted a hair-thin 
needle into his brain and probed hi.s 
mind. Then there were the non-fict.on 
books: “Intruders: The Incredible Vi; il- 
ations at Copley Woods” (Random 
House) by Budd Hopkins and Gary 
Kinder’s “Light Years: An Investiga¬ 
tion into the E.xtralcrrestrial Experi¬ 
ences of Eduard Meier" (Atlantic 
Monthly Press). 

There is a brave new world for 
UFOology — the culling edge is 
research into an increasing number of 
reported UFO abduction cases. Peter 
Gerslen, a Peckskill attorney and 
founder of Citizens Against UFO Secre¬ 
cy (CUFOS), who began a UFO Hotline 
in Westchester County, is putting 
together an organization in his commu¬ 
nity called CONTACT for those who 
have been involved in UFO abduction 
experiences (contact between humans 
and non-humans). 

“There are more and more psycholo¬ 
gists and psychiatrists studying the 
UFO abduction phenomena through 
hypnosis of the people who have had 
the experience, which seems to be 
legitimate for them,” Gerslen says. 

Although reports to the UFO Hotline 
have dropped off about 90 percent 
from the 300 phoned in weekly in 1984, 
Gersten says he still gets regular 
reports about the so-called "Thursday 
night sightings” that have been occur¬ 
ring regularly in Putnam County since 
1984. 

As for the “Westchester boomer¬ 
ang." both Gerslen and author Imbrog¬ 
no now believe it is some kind of top- 
secret experimental aircraft the gov¬ 
ernment is testing — a contention the 
government, of course, denies and 
deems ridiculous. 

Before he died, however. Hynck, the 
dean of UFOology, left Imbrogno a 
cryptic message a la CIA Director 
William Casey to reporter Bob Wood¬ 
ward in the best-selling book. "Veil." 

Says Imbrogno. “Dr, Hynck knew 
more than he could tell us. The last 
thing he said to us was. 'You’re on the 
right path. Keep on digging. The 
government is going to have to admit 
sooner or later these Hungs are real,’ " 


NEWS-TIMES, Danbury, GT - Jan. 11, 1988 

Unidentified object may have been meteor 

A woman in Patterson said she spotted a cone-shaped UFO with flashing 
blue and white lighU as she drove on Route 22 near Capricio’s restaurant and 
a woman driving on Interstate 84 in Danbury said she saw a meteor with a 
tail over Jordan Marsh near Exits 6 and 7. 

The Putnam County Sheriff’s Department suspected that what the Patter¬ 
son woman saw was a meteor because it was also seen at the Westchester 
County Airport. 
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I Puzzle 
^ of odd 
I light 
- in sky 

U 

u 

o A DURRINGTON Insur 
I ance clerk spotted a 
strange yellow light over 
•O the Downs two days after 
® a similar UFO sighting. 

Mark Green. 18, of Tor- 
g* ridge Close, told 
U workmates at Excess 
Insurance he had seen 
^ something like a 
Q supernova as he put his 
•H bike away last Thursday 
night. Then he saw a 
^ report in the next day's 
C Worthing Gazette and 
3 Herald, telling how two 
joggers were confronted 
^ by a glowing, shape- 
^ changing object over the 
<1 Downs at Long Furlong 
^ that week. 

® stretched 

Mark had seen a swelling 
yellow light just after 11 
p.m over the Dowms. It 
so.-t of stretched as if it 
was trying to break 
apart,' he said. 

Tt was as though some 
invisible hand was 
playing with Plasticine,’ 
Mark added T assumed 
it was a supernova.' 

After a couple of minutes 
the strange light dis 
appeared. 'I'm a 
perfectly sane 18-year- 
old insurance clerk.' 
assured Mark. 

Several mysterious inci¬ 
dents have been reported 
in the Clapham and 
Downs area over the last 
30 years These Include 
weird lights, ‘flylr.r 
saucers' and disap 
pearing dogs in Claphan 
Woods 


WESTERN HORNING NtWS, 
PlyTioufh, England 
- Oct. 2-i, 1987 
CR: T. Good 

Catalogue 
of UFOs 

PLYMOUTH UFO Raseanh 
Group chairman Bob Boyd 
is sending a collection of 
raeeat Weatcountry sight¬ 
ings in a rvport to political 
laaders, tbs RAF and the 
Ministry of Defence. 

The sightings, some of 
which have been recorded in 
IIm Weetem Morning Newa, 
are beina used by Mr. Boyd 
to highlight the growing 
interest in axtra-terrestrial 
matters. 

*i havs aant copiea to tba 
Prime Minister, Neil Kin* 
nock, David Steel, and 
David Owen because I feel 
the public should know 
more about what ia going 
on," he said. 

His report was completed 
after a large number a( 
people witnessed strange 
lighta in the sky in August 
over Exmouth, Plymouth 
and North Cornwall which 
could not be explained. 


UFO hovered over 
house says mum 


S TARTLED neighbours watched 
in amazement leat night when 
what they described aa a UFO 
hovered only feet above their 
, homes. 

^ The round objcci, •iaid lo be about “as 
•• big as a car" and covered in bright lights, 
split apart before flying off. claims 
housewife Mrs Joyce Potter (24). 

She claimed that her thrce-year-old S4*n. 
Jason, a neighbour and tbiee iithcr women 
alst) witnessed the UFO hiivcring silently 
for about 2(1 minutes late last night 

Mrs potter, of f» Devon ('U*se. 
i’haddcs<lcn. sanl ‘Wc s;iw these big lights 
lommg over I here were quite a few lailies 
on the front, thev were screaming and 
shouline 


BURTON MAIL, Staffordshire, England 
Oct. 26, 1987 CR: T. Good 


I Anybody up there? | 


'i went to sec what was happening It 
was round with glavs windows on it Ihcrc 
were nine or ten lights on it. they were 
green, red. orange and yellow. It was about 
as big as a car." 

Next dorrr neighbour Mrs C’hristina 
C'arler (56) said she had heard a 
commotion and had got up lo look out of 
her bc-dnxim window She had seen the 
women in the street and said they were 
cxciicti about something, but she did not 
see the UFO 

A spokesman for East Midlands 
International Airport said air traffic 
eoniroitcrs hail spotted nothing unusual on 
radar screens last night 

A spAikesman for Derby p<ilice said no 
reports of a UFO had been received 


FoUowiiig the Mmil's focus oo tbc 
myiterious wortd of UFOt, Derbyshire 
eiq>en skywoicher, Mr Deals Harri- 
man, received aiore thaa 20 reports of 
sCraage, flyiag objects. 

Now 34-year-oM Deals would Uke to 
hear from aayoae who may have scea 
three, separate sightings of aacxplaiaed 
Hgbts la the sky rcceatly ia the area. 

The Orxt was two fireballs, spotted 
goiag over Burtoa Disdici Hospital aad 
heading towards the A3S. A married 
couple saw them b e twt ea 9 pm and 10 
pm oa October 5. 

Ob the same day a flying object, 
shaped ttke a tea cosy, was reported la 
the afleraooa la the Horaiaglow area. 

**As both objects were seen ia the 
mmt sgaare asik and on the same day, 
we are iavestifating whether the two 


arc linked. It b very unusual to get 
three sightings oo the same day,** said 
Deab, sightings co-ordinator of the 
Natiooal UFO Investigatioo Society. 

Three witnesses also to have 

ocen a couple of orange balb over 
Tutbury in the last three to four weeks, 
going in the direction of Ashbourne. 

The third case, which was reported 
la the Mail, was the egg-shaped object, 
oboerved by workers at Derby’s Rolb 
Royce tacto< 7 . 

Two people, rctumiag from a trip 
lo Elvastoa Castle, late at oigbl, saw a 
bright, white obiong shape in the sky 
with evenly spaced ligfats, which they 
riaimed were windows. It was seen on 
Che same day as the RoUs Royce 
righting lo the day. 


HERALD EXPRESS, 
Torquay, Oevor., 
England - OcL* I, 
1987 CR: T, Good 

Odd spots 

ALMOST a week after sight¬ 
ings of UFOs were reported in 
^ulh Devon comes a tale ol a 
cone-shaped oddity hovering 
over Paignton 

Mrs Millie Swann of 
Kinlacey Court in Museum 
Road, Torquay, said she and 
her husband. Jim. spotted the 
UFO from their window at 
about 8.25pm on Monday. 

“It was red with a sort of 
grooving around it. the share 
of a tilted cone We wateheJ it 
for about six minutes before it 
disappeared '* _ 


AUSTRALASIAN POST, Australia 
July 30, 1987 CR; J. Melescluc 
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[rumbled 

her fillings 

By PETER HOUGH 
Picture: RfCHAAD CROFT 

SHELLEY Mclcnaghan's teeth look OK today, 
but anyone studying her dental work — new 
top and bottom fillings — would think she 
must hove been in o fight years back. 

She wasn’t, although something happened 
which not only n.ade her fillings crumble, it gave 
her a new. more frightening, world-view. 

Thi.s change came when Sfielley encountered an 
Unidentified Flying Object near her home. 

U was 5.15 pm on January 23. 1970. and Shelley 
had ju.sl got utf the bus, Sne was 17, 

"Before that, I would have thought anybody who 
said they’d .seen a UFO was crazy." 

Shelley was a typical teenager, clothes and 
boy-maa. 

Now she Is married to a parcels packager and i.s 
a fiessimist. Although .she wants children she leels 
It IS uasufe lo bring them into Ihi.s world. 

"I think the government know more than they 
let on," 

What happened Lo Shelley? 

"I saw a red and green light in the sky It was a 
bit weird. 'I'lu* lighls were about four or five time.s 
the .size of a star. Tlien. the lights merged and the 
.semblance ol a real nuts-uiiu-bolls cruft zoomed 
in 

’It was the size of a .small house, flat on top. with 
.sloping sides, with a trap door and tripod legs. 

"It was spinning on an axis, then righted itself. I 
could see portholes with light shining through. 

•'Suddenly, it tilted towards me. then there was a 
terrible pressure on my head and shoulders, an 
'olT taste in my mouth. My teeth seemed lo 
vibrate. 

"When I tried lo run it was like being in a 
nightmare. My arms and legs moved, but in slow 
motion. 

"I tried to scream, nothing came out. Then 
everything went hazy until I remember bursting 
through the side door at home. 

"Mother was cooking tea. She gave one look at 
me. then said: 'What on earth’s happened?’ She 
thought I’d been raped. 

"1 grabbed her ouLside and pointed at the sky. 
but whatever il was had gone. We went back into 
the kitchen ai.d I noticed the lime — ten minutes 
past SIX 

"A ten-rninute walk had taken me 45 minutes." 

This experience wa.s followed by something even 
Stranger. As soon as her father got home, he 
phoned the police. 

’The sceptical officers on duty at Bolton pulicc 
station suggested Shelley had misidenUlied a low 
flying aircralt They didn’t believe her story. 

That weekend. Shelley became ill. A purple rash 
covered her neck, chest, shoulders and upper 
back. Her eyes and joints ached, and Shelley liad 
problems in her mouth. 

Her local doctor said .she was .suffering from 
hysteria. 

The denti.sl thought dilferently. Shelley’s lop 
fillings has come out. her bottom fillings had 
crumbled into powder. 

The scale ol Ifie injury indicated a .si?rious head 
accident, the sort of thing you find alter car 
crashes 

Hut Shelley was otherwi.se quite healthy. 

Then. 11 days later, two men knot:k«rd at the 
door. They were an odd couple. One claimed to be 
an RAF commander He had only one arm. which 
he claimed to have lo.st m an air cra.sh. 

The other had dark skin and .sat silcmtly with a 
black box on his knee. He said it wa.s a tape 
recorder but never changed the tape m four hours. 




★ SHflLl.tY at the scene of he 1976 close encounter near her home in the north of F.nglancl. 


Shelley still remembers quite dearly just what 
happened. "The commander gave iwe a grilling He 
told me I was a liar, that I wasatapid enough lo 
identify wrongly a weatluT balloon, and that I was 
out for publicity. 

"He seemed (jinte placated when 1 told him that 
1 had not co-operated with the pmex. He said that 
W'as good and insisted I should riot mention il to 
anyone — to UFO organisations especially. 

■'I was almost reduced to tears. These two men 
had a strange effect on all of us. My father is 
normally prolerlive. yet he .sat by while this man 
was tearing me to pieces. He Itemed to know 
about my ra.sh too. even though wc hadn’t 
mentioned it." 

Shelley’s lather asked thi- mcnferUlgiiiification. 
but they remained evasive. 

In 1984. while under liypno.sis, Shelley described 
finding herself lying on a table m an unfatniliar 
room. A figure with long blond hi*i^was examining 


her feet. The next thing she could recall was that 
suddenly she was running home. When Shelley 
was regre.ssed by psychiatrist Dr Keller, she said 
the "commander" talked to her twice. 

Shelley has become a Catholic since marrying, 
but she ha.sn't mentioned her .strange experience 
to her priest. Her husband Arthur was quite 
frightened by her story. 

"Arthur must have thought the whole family 
was mad. The other night \se went out to dinner 
and began discussing it. He bclievtrs that I believe 
it happened, and altnough initially reticent, wants 
me to pursue the inatler." 

Shelley works as a plastic surgery coumscUor, 
doesn’t dream about her UFO. and leels its main 
efiect has been an added uncertainty in her life. 

"If anyone has an experience they can’t put in a 
bo.v, file away and take out as a normal memory, 
they’re bound to ask just what happened. ’ 








Lit-up close 
encounter of 
second kind! 

THE mystery of a UFO spotted in the night sky over 
Luton has deepened. 

This newspaper lold Iasi week lh>w Mrs Win Crawley. 72. 
4)1 Cowper Street. Luton, spent 20 minutes liHiking at the object 
through her bimxulars. 

She ilescnhed it as being 
whitish Sliver, with a Mack 
hole in the middle and what 
looked like wires running 
through It. 

After reading the front page “ “ “ 

story about the sighting. Mrs 

Mary Lovett, of Holgaie TflTTHMAT 9 a 

Drive, contacted us and JOURNAL, ^ A. 

reported seeing a sinular object Oct • 15 19 

the same night 

'The colouring of the thing V 

I saw was very similar, bui ii X 

also had orange lights," said . 

Mrs Lovmi two Salisbuo P« 


JOURNAL, Salisbury, England 
Oct. 15, 1987 CR: T. Good 

UFO PUZZLE 


Window 

" 1 got out of bed and looked 
oul of ihc window at three 
o'clock in the morning because 
I couldn't sleep. 

"I stared at the object for 
s4>me lime and siHin realised it 
wasn't a'plane The next ilay. 
I told my father I had seen a 
flying saucer and then I lold 
my husband after 1 read (he 
report in (he paper. 

"i’m r>o( the type of person 
who believes in UFOs, but this 
has made me think again." 

Although Luton police said 
they had received no repiiris ol 
mjstcnous objects in the sky 
that ntghl. there was a BBC 
TV news report about sight¬ 
ings ol I IFt )s over North Uin 
don early last week 


TWO Salisbury peo¬ 
ple arc anxious lo 
knoM If anyone else 
saw whal the> believe 
was a I FO. 

Mr William Obomr 
was returning lo his 
home in Verona Road 
on October 4 at 3.4Spm, 
when (he> saw some¬ 
thing very strange in (he 
sky. 

**We both saw this very 
large, briiliant. strobe 
type band of light over 
the Devizes Road sky¬ 
line," said Mr Obome. 

They Judged the 
length to be about 2U0 
or 300ft and it seemed 
lo hover for about five 
seconds. 


At that point Mr 
Obome had to turn into 
Verona Road and park. 
Returning to the spot, 
the thing had gone. 

**1 must say at this 
point that the sun was 
covered by cloud and no 
cloud formations or 
shafts of light could ac¬ 
count for the sighting," 
said Mr Obome. 

'Nine aiighl sa> It wa.> a 
viponr trail from a jet plane, 
but not at (he altitude of 
the sighting which was 
about 500fl- 

"My wife and I are not 
( FO freaks and can nut 
pul it down lo the ‘hard 
ilufT bul we would like lo 
think we were not the ooty 
ones to have seen this 
strange obiecf." 


SUN, Vancouver, B,C., Canada - Sept. 22, 1987 CR: C. Conway 

Cop ‘ciazzlecl by UFO’ 


By IAN AUSTIN 
Staff Reporter 

The Hatzic UFO sightings now have police 
verification. 

Const. John Skoriipa of the Matsqui police 
department saw the “dazzling” lights In broad 
daylight on Sept. 6 while making his rounds. 

‘i saw a bright light hovering adjacent to a 
mountainside on the U.S. side of the border,” 
said Skorupa. an IH year veteran. “I pulled off 
the road. It la.sied for two minutes, then faded 
away suddenly.” 

He noted the strange sighting in his notebook 
and continued on his wdv. 


*‘l turned a corner and there was another 
one,” said Skorupa. 46. ”1 had a feeling it was 
quite unusual, so I drew a diagram and took an 
exact bearing. I got this eerie feeling watching 
them sitting up on the side of the mountain on 
a nice sunny day.” 

He didn’t mention the sightings until he read 
a story in Friday’s Province. 

“Obviously what I saw, they were seeing. 
There is something to it but what on earth it is I 
couldn’t tell you.” 

Oinne F.aston. who last week told her of her 
sightings, is glad someone else lias stepped 
forward. 

“Many of my friends have seen them, but they 
didn’t want to gel involved." 



Sid snaps a mystery 


CIOM pneountprs of thp Comtoh 
kind: Thp mystpry photo 


SID BRITTEN’S summer holiday in 
Cornwall may have been inter¬ 
rupted by a UFO ... an 
unidentified photographic object. 

Back home in Woodlands Road, 
Willesborough, carpenter Sid, 56, 
is still baM^ by the strange 
intruder that crept into his hoUdy 
sruips. 

“I was taking a picture of my 
wife Eldith at Fowey. She was 
standing by a wall at the roadside 


and the harbour was in the back¬ 
ground," he recalls. 

When he collected his photo¬ 
graphs from the printers in 
Cornwall, a silver cigar-shaped 
object had appeared above & dis¬ 
tant hilltop. 

T didn’t notice it when I took 
the picture," confesses Sid. "In 
other pictures in the same phice I 
took a picture of Edith and my 
mother-in-law Helen Robinson. 


There is no UFO in that one." 

Kentish Express chief photo¬ 
grapher Dave Downey checked the 
negative and found no foreign 
body to explain the mystery. 

Sid certainly captured some¬ 
thing unexpected when he clicked 
the shutter. 

Was it a visitor from space? Just 
a cloud? Or was it a cheeky seagull 
that flashed into Sid’s camera shot 
as a memento of his Cornish 
rhapsody? 



Sid Brittpn: 
Bpfflpd 






COUNTY DURHAM MAIL, London, England - Sept. 30, 1987 CR: T. Good 


After 40 years, 


no 

to 


easy 

UFO 


answers 

enigma 


F orty years 
ago. 
businessman 
Kenneth Arnold 
set off in his 
private plane 
searching for the 
wreckage of a 
missing aircraft. 

Over the Cascade 
Mountains, near Mt. 
Rainier, he spotted a 
string of bright 
metallic objects 
flying in single file. 
There were nine of 
these; eight discs and one 
crescent. They dodged 
around the peaks with 
■‘llppplng, erratic 
movements” and he 
estimated their speed at 
1.700 m.p.h. (later re¬ 
duced tol,200). 

Following his landing 
at one airfield. Arnold 
told a few friends his 
story. He then took off for 
a second aerodrome, 
where he was met by 
excited newsmen. He told 
the re(>orters the objects 
flew like “pie plates” or 
‘ saucers being skipped 
over water.” Hence, via 
an anoymous journalist, 
the term "flying saucer” 
entered our language. 

The more familiar term 
UFO (unidentified flying 
object) was coined by 
Captain Ed Ruppelt, the 
United States Air Force 
intelligence officer re¬ 
sponsible for such mat¬ 
ters. 

Yet 40 years on. what¬ 
ever "experts” say, 
we're no nearer the truth 
of what flying saucers or 
UFOs are. The anniver¬ 
sary of Arnold's sighting 
on June 24,1947, looks like 
making 1987 a bumper 
year for marketing UFO 
books and heightening the 
profile of ufological re¬ 
search. 

Just over a week later 
one of the newsworthy 
flying saucers may well 
have crashed In New 
Mexico. The authorities 
supposedly gathered up 
the wreckage at Roswell, 
and if the evidence is to 
be believed, scientists 
had the beginnings of an 
answer 40 years ago. If all 
was bogus, a lot of people 
— military officers, sci¬ 
entists, government of¬ 
ficials and ordinary citi¬ 
zens — were unmitigated 
liars. 

WITNESSES 

Researchers of high 
calibre such as William 
Moore and Leonard 
Stringfield have in¬ 
terviewed witnesses and 
those concerned, col¬ 
lecting sworn affadavlts. 
But right from the start 
the mill of misinforma¬ 
tion was grinding mer¬ 
rily. 

Then another crashed 
saucer was recovered in 
1 95 3 at Kingman, 
Arizona. Specialists were 
taken in blacked-out 
buses into the desert. 
There they saw the body 
of a dead three-foot alien. 
There are even medical 
men who claim to have 
studied bodies of 
extraterrestrial 
astronauts. Rumour or 
reality? Fabricated 
fairytale or the greatest 
untold secret of all time? 


By Paul Screeton 



• "UFOs 1947-1987 - 
THE 40-VEAR SEARCH 
FOR AN EXPLANATION" 
compiled by Hilary Evans 
and John Spancar (For- 
taan Tomas, £12.50). 


came the con- 
craze. George 


Then 
tactee 
Adamskl is still a house¬ 
hold name; Cedric 
AUingham not (he was a 
hoax by Patrick Moore). 
Again, as with retrievals 
stories, serious ufology 
was faced with an un¬ 
comfortable aspect. 

UFOs causing vehicle 
stoppages were the next 
feature to achieve some 
prominence and this was 
taken to the ultimate 
conclusion when, under 
hypnosis, Betty and 
Barney Hill were dis¬ 
covered to have been 
abducted by aliens. John 
Fuller's book on the 
subject — “The Inter¬ 
rupted Journey” — 
proved one of the biggest 
sellers in UFO history. 
Hundreds. If not 
thousands, of subsequent 
UFO abductions — close 
encounters of the fourth 
kind in ufology jargon — 
have taken place if we are 
to believe people's 
claims. Stranger still Is 
how these vehicle inter¬ 
ruptions and whisking 
away of driver and 
families never seems to 
cause a road accident. 
Could it all really be in 
the mind? 

OFFICIALDOM 

A book which not only 
tells the fascinating story 
of how ufology developed 
during the past 40 years, 
but puts It Into the context 
of official study and 
debunking is Jenny 
Randles' ''The UFO 
Conspiracy.” 

Her insights into cover- 
ups. particularly with 
reference to the United 
States, show a healthy 
interest in the disturbing 
secrecy of officialdom. 

She suspects that In 
America surveillance of 
civilian UFO groups is 
maintained — even that 
C.I.A. agents set up their 
own groups or infiltrate 
others. This suggests in¬ 
fringement of civil rights 
by spying. 

A recent concept in U.S. 
law is the Freedom of 
Information Act, used to 
release formerly secret 
UFO files. Since 1977 
thousands of documents 
have been released, but 
many others are withheld 
for security reasons. 

The Official Secrets Act 
means that Britain “has 
the mirror opposite.” Or 
as Randles says; “The 
conspiracy is so much 


ypo 

of»r»olrcTry 



FIRST 

FORTY YEARS 


• "THE UFO CON¬ 
SPIRACY - THE FIRST 
FORTY YEARS" by Jenny 
Randles (Blendford 
Press, £10.95). 

easier to maintain, 
thanks to that.” 

The book also argues 
the possibility of an 
"education programme" 
whereby the truth about 
the alien nature of UFOs 
is being released slowly. 
The world is being pre¬ 
pared. The idea of 
friendly and cuddly aliens 
is fostered by Spielberg 
films so we will not panic. 
The same "myth” has 
entered the American 
UFO community from 
leaked sources. 

"If you compare this 
possible move towards 
enlightenment with the 
manner in which the 
UFOs themselves seem to 
have been trying to 
educate us,” writes 
Randles, "then it makes 
even more sense.'' 

This could explain the 
clear phases of activity 
through which the UFO 
story has developed. 

Of course, it could also 
be argued that what we 
have seen Is "cultural 
tracking” with UFO 
developments keeping 
pace with our own scien¬ 
tific and social activities. 
In other words the phe¬ 
nomenon is psycho- 
sociological in nature. 
The aliens are not from 
outer space, but exist in 
our heads — in inner 
space. And even that 
sounds too easy an option 
to encompass all the 
known facts. 

PROOFS 

Randles also devotes 
sections to reports from 
around the world ; 
“proofs” via types of 
encounter, physical ef¬ 
fects and so on; and other 
nations’ approaches to 
UFO confidentiality or 
otherwise. All in all. a 
well-argued case. 

Another book which 
takes as its reference 


point Arnold's sighting, 
but which has galaxies 
more space to investigate 
the UFO enigma Is 
■‘UFOs 1947-1987.” 

An International 
spectrum of researchers 
has been assembled to 
show how immensely 
complex the field is. It Is 
an exercise in showing 
how much we have learnt 
from the UFO phenome¬ 
non. It is about what the 
physical and life sciences 
should be responding to, 
and if serious inquiry is to 
be meaningful, to find 
explanations for 
thousands of people 
having experiences which 
are genuinely puzzling to 
them and scary. 

If you have the slightest 
interest In the greatest 
mystery of modem times, 
then you would be doing 
yourself a disservice not 
to buy this book and give 
it serious attention. 

There have been other 
remarkable works by 
individual authors on the 
subject, but here Is a 
distillation of concepts 
about the subject. "The 
40-year search for an 
explanation” Is the sub¬ 
title. and the contributors 
do their best to cover the 
multifarious options 
towards explaining the 
enigma. As editor Hilary 
Evans puts it: "Though 
the answers still elude us, 
we have none the less 
learnt a great deal in the 
process. We have learnt, 
in particular, not to 
expect easy answers. The 
fact that our questions 
are still unanswered 
suggests that perhaps 
they are not the right 
questions." 

SPECULATION 

If we are not asking the 
light questions, the con¬ 
tributors to this survey 
certainly cover a broad 
spectrum of attitudes and 
speculation. The book 
begins with a look at the 
phenomena — UFOs 
before 1947, in 1947, 
worldwide nature, oc¬ 
cupants, contactees, 
abductions and re¬ 
trievals. The section on 
assessing the phenomena 
covers definition and 
investigation, physical 
traces and witnesses. As 
for explanations, sections 
cover such hypotheses as 
extratrerrestrial origin, 
natural forms, 
psychological and 
parapsychologlcal phe¬ 
nomena, and concepts of 
reality. The effect UFOs 
have had on society are 
examined through such 
aspects as cults, foDdore, 
scientists and the public’s 
view, the cinema and 
cover-ups. Cases both for 
and against scepticism 
are given. The appen¬ 
dices give current orga¬ 
nizations and recom¬ 
mended reading list. 

Chunky and well-il¬ 
lustrated. It Is a book 
which can be read either 
from cover to cover or 
dipped into. It will cer¬ 
tainly find a long life as a 
reference work for any¬ 
one with a keen interest in 
the subject. 

The flying saucer story 
has been running for 40 
years. The question we 
must now ask la when will 
it end? For all the 
speculation, sadly we 
seem no nearer to finding 
a solution. 


TIMES, Derbyshire, England 
Aug. 28, 1987 CR: T. Good 

CLOSE ENCOUNTER 
FOR SKY-GAZERS 

Heavens above.. 


a 24-hour UFO 
hotline has been 
invaded by hun¬ 
dreds of callers 
claiming to have 
had a close en¬ 
counter of the third 
kind. 


And two of the calls 
made after the hotline 
was publicised in the local 
press last month were by 
Derbyshire folk. 

A Chesterfield couple 
told the hotline how they 
saw a bright object at the 
rear of their house two 
years ago. 


GAZETTE, Gwent, England 
Sept. 3, 1987 CR: T. Good 

UFO sighting claim 

The RAF are investigating a ‘I'KO sighting' 
by a Rassau resident Mr M Sullivan, ul firuig 
iChhw. who told polite )ie spotitKl three 
revolving ohjcris' in the sky ihrt>iigh his 
binoculars at 9..V) pm last Thursday. 

lie said one of the lights rig-ragged around 
the others before Ihev all disappenred. 

\ polire spokesman said I H) sightings 
were reported In the R AI for airerall flighl 
path cheeks. 


"The object wa.s sta¬ 
tionary at first before 
moving off and displaying 
eight very bright lights 
TTiree photographs were 
taken which seem to ver¬ 
ify the couple's state¬ 
ment," said LTO Hotline 
co-ordinator Philip 
Mantle. 

Another sighting was 
from a Derbyshire couple 
who saw a large, 
tnangular-shaped object 
covered in numerous 
small lights and moving 
slowly over fields at 
Matlock last year. 

"These are still under 
investigation and no 
conclusions have been 
drawn yet but we appeal 
to the public to report 
anything they think is a 
UF0."added Mr Mantle. 

So If you have had an 
encounter that came out 
of the blue, telephone the 
UFO Hotline on (092-1 1 
444049 


Mystery 
rings are 
‘a hoax’ 


By SARAH TREW 


A F.-\RMER has joined 
the controversy over 
the annual appearance 
ut mystery rings in 
cornfields around Win¬ 
chester. 

J«jhn Bevan. of Manor 
Farm. Old .Alresford. 
daimsa ring similar to the 
«ircles at Cheesefoot Head 
ha's emerged in a wheat 
iTcld on his 4.50-acre estate. 

Rut this ring • about 18ft 
across - cannot be seen 
trom the around and was 
unly spotted because a 
friend happened to be fly¬ 
ing over in a light aircraJft 
three weeks ago, he says. 

Now .\lr Bevan has been 
up m a plane and seen the 
ring for himself. 

But he is a confirmed 
sceptic as to the cause of it, 
•ind believes all the mys¬ 
tery’ rings in the area are 
the products of "foul 
play." 

it is about 10 yards into 
the field but you can walk 
right up to It along tram 
caused by the trac¬ 
tor. 

i think two people have 
vs .liked out there w ith a 
l)iu4-o of rope or a chain. 


and one has stood in the 
middle holding it while the 
other walked round the 
outside tlattening the 
wheat.” 

Other circles appeared 
on the farm from time-to- 
time m summer months, 
said Mr Bevan. 

But archMolagi&ts had 
explained these away as 
the sites of old burial 
mounds, he added. 

"There is no question of 
any of the rings being 
caused by UFOs or any¬ 
thing else like that." said 
Mr Bevan. 
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NEWS, Luton, England - Aug. 20, 1987 CR: T. Good 


OAP encounters a pulsating UFO 


A LI ION prosworr i» Inio); to Milvr Ike 
tavslery of a LFO she spotted ia tkr oifbt 
sky ai tke weekend. 

Mn Wa Cmwlry. 72. of L'owper Sirect« 
spent 29 ainales' kwkiag at Ike object 
tbroMKb ber WnncuUn ia tbr early bonrs 
of Sunday auimiBC. And •ibe coaincicd ebe 
Ltfan Nm about tbr sicbliaK after scciBK 
a MC TV news report on Monday even 


iog OB a umiiar object spotted over North 
Loodoo. 

"Tbe report mid tbere bad been igbtinp 
fnn Hipli^ealc to kafieki aad soaeonr Ui^ 
a pbotoKrapb of k,” said Mrs (.'rawley. 

”1 had jnst dfued off after going to bed 
late an Saturday nigbl, wbca I was woken 
by a noise in the Orect outside. I opened 
tbr ewttoai to ace wbni was happening and 
aataced the aky was htantifally dear. 


”Tbc sUrange object 1 was abMilute- 
ly bmtndir. It retanfakdawaaoemoaeand 
it kept pukating. It waswbitisb uKcr. had 
a black bob ia the mukUcaad wbat look- 
cd like wira numing Ibrougb K. I aaw it 
tarn al dMereal angles and i was qube 
aenred after a while.” 

Mrs Crawley said ibe kfrimr imcrcatcd 
in aatm ne m y tbraugb bee aan in law, wba 


She added: find it faaciiuiling looking 
at the bars, but i have nrver area aoyihiiqi 
like tkis before. There’s no way it could 
have been a ‘pfane gosag ioor out tdi.uloo 
Aarpon. Aad I caa aaaurc you that 
I mmy be gfltiag ou a hb, Ttc atiH got all 


A Luloa pobcc spokcuma they had 
received ao rf parte UFO a 
Ibe 


Was this 
a UFO? 

Sir, — 1 thought you might be 
interested to know about an 
experience of my girlfriend’s 
and mine on September 27 at 
9.50 pm. Before I relate the 
events I must preface my re¬ 
marks by saying that I am not 
normally prone to halluci¬ 
nations. I am not seeking any 
publicity with this letter but 1 
would ^ most interested to 
hear if anyone else lias 
reported a similar incident to 
that which I witnessed. 

] was walking across a 
playing field in Framling- 
ham and 1 looked up to the 
sky to identify the Plough 
(the only group of stars I can 
identiTy). 

There were few clouds over 
Framlingham that night. 

While I was watching, a 
bright light appeared, which 
was clearly visible. The 
light was a yellowy, green 
colour and had a blurred 
edge to it. 

This light disappeared and 
reappeared three times mov¬ 
ing in a zig zag direction away 
from me. There was no noise 
and the movement did not 
match that of an aeroplane. 

After less than fifteen 
seconds the light disappeared 
for good. 

It may well have been a 
UFO. 

ANDREW CHOTHIA 
Framlingham College, 
Framlingham. 

CR: T, Good 
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EVENING TELEGRAPH, Derby, England - Aug. 20, 1987 CR: T. Good 


County UFO-mania hots up 


AMAZED UFO investigators are reporting 
their busiest ever time for sightings in 
Derbyshire. 

The rush was triggered by a sighting over 
Chaddesden. Derby, last weekeiMl, when 
several startled neighbours saw a mystery 
object covered in bright lights hovering over 
the suburb. 

Since then scores of repor ts have flooded 
in to UFO hotlines ¥Vith accounts of strange 
sightings from various parts of the county. 

And today Mr Dave Kelly, co-ordinator for 
the UFO Network on Chesterfield 70924, 
said: "I've never known anythinq like it — 


we've been inundated." 

After last weekend's reports UFO 
investigators immediately launched a probe 
into the various claims of unaccountable 
objects. 

The latest report comes from the White 
House pub at Kegworth where a total of 30 
people saw what looked like a shooting star 
which then stopped dead, glowed y^low, 
and disappeared at top speed. 

Mr Kelly said: "Derbyshire and the 
immediate area is very active for sightltrgs 
but the last few days have been incredible. 
My phone is red hot." 


‘I saw UFO 
land in a 
cornfield’ 
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HERALD, Exruouth, England - Aug. 7, 1987 CR: T. Good 

TLYING FAIRGROUND' IS 
SEEN 
OVER ^ 

TOWN 



A mystery objert, 
clrscribrd as “looking like 
a flying fairground," was 
spotted high in the night 
sky over Exmouth nn 
TisaAaij. 

Mr. Gordon Baker 
spotted it travelling slow¬ 
ly in the sky. 

He had gone out into 
■Its garden in Blackmorc 
Court, off Dinan Way, 
armed with a telescope in 
the hope of catching a 
glimpse of the planet 
Jupiter, which should 
have been visible in the 
clear sky. 

Instead, he said, he saw 
this object, which he sket¬ 
ched as it tracked over 
the town from the north¬ 
east to the south-west. 


After training a pair of 
binoculars on the two 
cross-shaped objects 
travelling close together, 
Mt. Baker called his wife 
Gloria and asked a 
neighbour. Miss Heather 
Palmer, to look at the 
brightly-Ut object. 

While watching it, the 
three saw an aircraft pass 
underneath much faster 
than the mystery object 
was traveibng. 

Mr. Baker said: "1 was 
out looking for Jupiter 
when I saw these two 
cross-shaped objects bt 
up bke a fairground. 

SILENT 

"It was definitely not 
an aircraft. There was no 
sound whatsoever. I call¬ 
ed my wife and my 
neighbour. Miss Palmer. 


“I believe the object 
was traveibng at about 
36,000 feet. Then I heard 
tha noise of a jet aircraft. 
I saw it pass under the bt 
objects and I even check¬ 
ed with Exeter Airport to 
see if the pilot had 
reported seeing it. 

“They said they Had 
not received any reports. 
However, a man in air 
traffic control said he had 
hod a couple of objects 
on his radar, but did not 
know what they were. 

"We watched it for 
about 15 minutes until it 
disappeared on the 
Horizon. 

CONSTANT 
*'I don't know what it 
was but it certainly had 
hundreds of bghts on it. 


Miss Palmer said: "Mr. 
Baker knocked on my 
door and said 'Have a 
look at this.’ 1 went out 
on to the pavement and I 
could see these two lit-up 
crosses straight away 
with my naked eye. 

"He gave me a pair of 
binoculars to look at it, 
but 1 could see better 
with my own eyes. As I 
went out of the house, I 
looked at my watch and 
the time was eight 
minutes past ten. 

"There was no noise at 
sU. It was just moving 
slowly across the aky. 
Living here, you often see 
aircraft at night and they 
have flashing lights. 
These lights were aU con¬ 
stant and white. 1 just 
don’t know what it Was." 


A MAN walking his dog 
at a beauty spot outside 
Winchester claims he 
saw a spaceship land in 
a cornfield. 

And he is convinced that 
UFOs are to bl.ime for the 
mystery rings which 
appear each year in the 
Uevil’s Punchbowl at 
Cheesefoot Head. 

Mr Frank Barnes (S8), of 
Vale Road. Winchester, 
says he saw the s|>ace ship 
at Cheesefoot Head when 
he was out with his dog 
one evening, seven sum¬ 
mers ago- 

He heard what he 
thought was a eomliine 
harvester, looked round 
and saw a giant grey 
"spare ship -liko" objprt 
floating? across tho top of 
iho cornficlfl. 

The ship, which had 
portholes. Ihon landed in 
Ihe Held and stayed there 
lor fivf* or six minutes 
In-fore rising up anil shool- 
inp nfl al u "Iremendous 
siM-ed " in the diif-clion of 
Alresftird. s;iid N!r Barnes. 

Nolhinp came oul of IIk' 


YORKSHIRE POST, Leeds, England 
Aug. 18, 1987 CR: T. Good 

Strange sightings 
on the UFO watch 

STRANGE objects hive been ipotted in the skies over 
North Derbyshire, uy Unidentified Flying Object 
Witchers who hive let up 124“hour telephone hotline 
to receive reports of fightings. 

UFO Hotline wis estiblished eirller this summer in 
Bitiev, ind the orginisers hive received reports of 
lightings from is fir ifield ii Blickbum ind 
Btnnlnghim. 

A couple hoUdiying near MitJock siw i Urge, 
tiiingulir object, covered in imill lights, moving 
■lowly ind lilentlv ibove Bonull Moor. And i couple 
from Hislind, Chesterfield, siw i bright object 
behind their house, displiylng eight glittering lignts. 
They took three pnotognphs. wnich ire now Ming 
inifysed In Americi. 


spaceship but it left a ring l 
offialtend corn in the Hold ^ 
identical to the ones that c 
have appeared each sum- ^ 
mer since, he added 

Mr Barnes said both he q 
and his dog were fright • 
ened by the experience, ^ 
which was also witnessed no 
by a woman walker. ^ 

"There was this low 
humming noise and I fell ^ 
terrified. My dog will jo 
never go up there again. ** 
When the object moved off j-j 
it travelled far faster lhan • 
an aircraft. O 

"I am convinced it was a o 
UF'O. There must b(’some o. 
thing up there trying lo 
get in touch with us,” he 
said. 

Mr Barnes said he had 
kf'pt quifd about the sight 
ing uniil now because it 
frightened him so mneh 
anti sf'emefi so untM'liiw- 
able. 

.lusi two wi-eks ago a 
farmer in Alreslorn 
claimed that the' mvsierv 
rings m his tlehl were 
created by 'two hoaxers 
using a heavy chain hi 
llallen the corn. 


Challenge 
of the 
circles 

Dear Sir: The mysterious 
flaiiened circles in local corn 
fields, annually. prosolic mleresl 
and provide material for the press 
in The Sillv Season". 

The Himalayas have Abom¬ 
inable Snowmen: Wiltshire tis 
UFOs and myvienous circles. 

Is it spoiling ihe fun lo suggest 
that the appearance ol the circles 
could be the subject of serious 
research for a ihesis or a school 
project' 

A recording system could be set 
up to include the following data - 

1 Date of appearance of the 
circles and their si/e. 

2 l-Kact location is field in 
relation to previous circles. 

.i Cieneral description of site of 
field. 

4 (ieological siraia. soil type and 
any diflerenccs between the circle 
and Its surrounding. 

5.History of site. e g. any "fairy 
rings", ancient dwelling sites, 
sheep or cattle pens. 
b.Disiances from public access. 

7,Type of corn grown, dale of 
sowing. general weather 
conditions. 

Perhaps it is unnecessary to 
find a logical explanation hut it 
will be interesting to see if anyone 
takes up the challenge. 

Touis taithliilly. 

Kl( HARDSNEYl) 
( oiiri farm House, 

( ouri I iine. 
ihaiiori 


MORE WITNESSES REPORT UTO SIGHTIIUG 

Whitehall silent 

over 


Last week's U.F.O. 
aighting over Rxmuulh 
haa been confirmed by 
three nore people. 

But the Ministry of 
Defence is not interested. 
A spokesman said this 
week; "If U.F.O.'s woro 
hovering over one of our 
R.A.F. bases, we would 
look into it. Otherwise the 
sightings are of no in¬ 
terest lo us. In most of 
these reports, there is a 
logical expinnntion.” 

He did not offer one for 
the object — described as 
"looking like a flying 
fairground — seen over 
Kr.inoufh on August 4tJi 
by at least six people, in¬ 


cluding Mr. 'Pony Mill* 
ington, a former ll.A,F. 
i.echnicinn. 

Mr. Millington and luf 
wife Claire, who run 
Shear's Floce, a Lymp 
Slone restaurant, were 
leaving Iho Globe public 
house in the village when 
they saw briUiant lights 
towards Slarcross. 

Mr. Millington, who 
aorvod in the H.A.K. for 
IS years, said: "It ccr> 
£iiinly we.s not an aircraft 
When we got lo the 
Green, we looked over the 
water towards Starcross 
and wc saw these two 
large llgtiti whicb wer« * 
sort oi oronge colour. 
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aoms rad. soma white, aoms constant 
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Did you see it? 

Sir, — I do not know whether anyone else in 
the district has reported (he sighting of a U F O. 
in the early hours of Monday morning, Novem¬ 
ber 2, but 1 would like to say that I did. 

1 went to the bathroom and looked oul of the window 
and in Ihe sky was a large shell-like object covered iii 
about 50-70 red lights and surrounded by blue lights li 
was stationary for about one minute and then there was 
a loud fumbling noise and it flew off 

It was a very Mautiful sight and by the sue and shape 
of it I knew It was nut a plane. In fact, I had never seen 
anything like it before. 

It would be very interesting to know if anyone else 
had seen this object. 

S. M Harvey (Mrs ) 

Birchwood, Lye Lane, 

East Ashling. Chichester 


flying fairground 


"it is very difficult lo 
soy how high they were, 
but there was no noise al 
all. I'hat is what seemed 
so odd lo me 

BRILLIANCE 
"As vMc woCched, the 
two objfCtf seemed to gel 
close together niid I 
thought it wos very, very 
odd. Wc wnicheJ ilte ob¬ 
jects for obout IS 
minutes before they 
disappeared over the 
ho nr.on Cownrda llaldon 
HtU. Th«' lights were 
uiuferni in hritliiMice. 

'I hcy weie iil$o sis-n by 
Mrs. iLlizohetli Tuninor 
from her nintlier-in--lnw's 
home In Gmiinry Luiie, 
Budli-igh SiilteVton. 

Mrs. Tunmer .sketched 


the object before return¬ 
ing lo her home in 
Sussex. Her mother-in- 
law. Mrs. Elizabeth 
Tunmer. said; "My 
dniighier-in-lnw s.sw it 
(juiic denrly and watched 
it fur sevcrol minutes 

"To her, it appeared to 
be a lit-up object like on 
aircraft uii its side. TiKfe 
woj no noise hut the 
liglitS on it were so strong 
and it was moving very 
•Itnaly. 

*'Slae waCcIwd it until it 
was hidden lr»»m view l»v 
lrt*es nt the l>oLI om of niir 
garden. V\'e just don't 
know whftil was." 

Aaotiver witness wv 
Mrs- Fat «»t 

Witkyewmbe Village Koad, 


Exniouili. who llioiighi at 
first ilic U.I'.O. was a Her¬ 
cules plane refuelling from 
a innker. 

"Hill ilie ciirtotis ihins 
vv.Ts ih.TI (here w,-ts no noivr. 
Tkc^c v'Cte a loi of scpciiiic 
lights and one of the air¬ 
craft sent oul an orange 
(Tare — whicli wc have 
ncvi'tr SCSI) iicfore," sKft 
said. ‘‘Also, the Hercules is 
smaller ilian the tanker, hiii 
these two aiiciafi were the 
s.inie>iir." 

The first report nf the 
ohjeel cmne hist week 
from Mr. Gordon Baker, 
of Blackmore Court, off 
Dinnit Wiiy, Extnouth. 

wlwwc aketcK of it wns 
published in the Hernhl 
He fle.scrihed it ns two 
cross shapes flying 
together and aoid it had 
HO many cctoyezf IlljkCf 
liuit it v«$gMJoieAf-4l^bii3 

iuirgruufui. 
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EXAMINER, San Francisco, CA - M.ay 21, 1987 


Respected scientists to probe bizarre 


By Keay Davidson 

EXAMINER SCIENCE WRITER 

I'FQs, psychic phenomena, the Loch 
Ness monster and other weird topics are 
routine fare in the National Enquirer. But 
starling this summer, these topics will be 
featured in a scientific journal overseen by 
Stanford scientists. 

The Journal of Scientific Exploration 
will provide a forum for scientists to pub¬ 
lish articles on subjects too off-beat for 
orthodox scientific publications, said Peter 

Slurrock, an award-winning expert on 
solar ithysics and deputy director of Stan¬ 
ford's Center for Space Science and Astro 
physics. 

At first glance, the journal will resemble 


any other staid scientific periodical with 
footnotes and technical jargon. And like 
submissions to any other scholarly journal, 
manuscripts must be "pe^r reviewed" — 
that is. approved by a scientific board oi 
editors. Sturrock said. 

The journal's editor is Professor Ronald 
A. Howard of Stanford's department ol 
engineering economic systems. It will be 
published twice a year by Pergamon Press, 
an internationally known publishing house 
in New York. 

“It took many years to find the right 
publisher, the right person with the right 
attitudes” about publishing such an unusu¬ 
al magazine, Sturrock said. 

The journal will be the scientific organ 
of the ^iety for Scientific Exploration, a 


Periodica! will 
examine such 
topics as UFOs and 
the Loch Mess 
monster 


20frmembcr international group of scien¬ 
tists, of which Sturrock is president 
The society includes among its members 
a number of astronomers, astrophysicists 
and parapsychologists from Princeton, 
Cornell and Stanford universities and the 
University of Virginia. 


COMPUTERS in the Classroom 


life on Earth and its 
extraterrestrial origin 


SCIENTISTS prominent 
in the search for extrater¬ 
restrial intelligence (SETI) 
gathered in Hungary re¬ 
cently. 

Under the auspices of the In¬ 
ternational Astronomical 
Union Colloquium on 
“bloastronomy" they discussed 
both the possibility of other 
life forms existing in the uni¬ 
verse, and the best ways to 
find intelligence If it does 
exist. 

Among the more familiar 
themes aired at the confer¬ 
ence was the case that the 
emergence of life on Earth 
some four billion years ago. 
scarcely 500,000 years after the 
solar system formed, can best 
be explained "if the ancient 
Earth had been inoculated by 
extraterrestrial protobionts’*. 

This does not require the 
guiding hand of Intelligence, 
but suggests that prebiotic 
molecules arise naturally In 
space and Infect all suitable 
planets with life. 

Mr Robert Shapiro, of New 
York University, questioned 
the widely held assumption 
that space probes have esta¬ 
blished there is no life in the 
solar system except that on 
planet Earth. 

He said we know very little 
about the origin of life, but it 
is becoming clear that life did 
not originate in the form of 
RNA and DNA, which are so 
important today. 

Present knowledge, limited 
by our existence on one planet, 
cannot preclude life existing 
In very different forms, and a 
continuing search for life else¬ 
where in the solar system is 
not only worthwhile in itself 
but could, he said, "provide an 
inspirational and unifying 
goal for future planetary ex¬ 
ploration". 

Most of the searchers for ET 
at the meeting were con¬ 
cerned. however, with the 
broader picture - beyond the 
solar system. 

Mr Roger Angel, of the Uni¬ 
versity of Arizona, described 
how an infra-red telescope 
operating at a temperature of 
100 degrees kelvin could detect 
spectral lines characteristic of 
oxygen in the radiation from 
planets orbiting nearby stars. 

It would require no tech¬ 
nological advance beyond the 
state of the art represented by 
the space telescope, but could 
not be put together overnight. 

Radioastronomy still provi¬ 
des the best Immediate means 
to carry out the search, and 
one of the highlights of the 
meeting was a report on the 
"piggyback" program Ber- 
endlp. being carried out by 
researchers from the Univer¬ 
sity of California and San 



ET ... we'd love to get in touch, so phone now while you can still get through 


Francisco University. 

Stuart Bowyer and his col¬ 
leagues have been ruimlng 
Serendlp (an acronym for 
search for extraterrestrial 
radio emission from nearby 
developed Intelligent popula¬ 
tions) on the 106m diameter 
radio dish at Qreentenk, West 
Virginia. 

The piggyback description of 
the oi^ratlon means that the 
telescope Is not dedicated to 
the task of listening for intelli¬ 
gent signals. 

Instead, during routine 
astronomical observations of 
the heavens, the Serendlp 
computer program automati¬ 
cally keeps a metaphorical ear 
cocked for anything that 
seems artificial. 

It searches for narrow band 
signals, which are unlikely to 
arise naturally from astro¬ 
nomical objects. 

Of course, the search is 
restricted to the wavelengths 
and the parts of the sky where 
astronomers are using the tel¬ 
escope. 

As we do not know where to 
look for ET. this is no handi¬ 
cap and might even be an ad¬ 
vantage. as nothing Is omitted 
because of human prejudice. 

So far. In 1000 hours of oper¬ 
ation the Serendlp program 
has picked out 22,000 "events". 
Only 17 of these differ suffi¬ 
ciently from expected random 
fluctuations to Justify further 
Investigation, and the team 


now plans to request dedicated 
telescope time to go back to 
each of the 17 sources and ob¬ 
tain more data. 

After all, even If they are not 
intelligent signals, they are 
certainly unusual sources 
worth another look. 

What happens if the Ser¬ 
endlp team strikes lucky? Mr 
Donald Goldsmith, of Inter¬ 
stellar Media, In Berkeley. 
Callfomla. tried to persuade 
his colleagues that the time Is 
light for the scientific commu¬ 
nity to prepare an answer 
against the day when a signal 
from ET Is Identified. 

Message 

If we wait for the signal be¬ 
fore deciding how to reply, he 
said, the result woiUd be 
chaos. 

But If the world scientific 
community, through a body 
such as the International 
Astronomical Union, has an 
agreed message ready, the 
politicians would probably 
seize on it with relief and give 
It their approval. 

Suppose "they" do not want 
to talk to us. liie most power¬ 
ful argument against the ex¬ 
istence of ET Is that the 
gaUxy Is full of stars, and pre¬ 
sumably, planets, but no one 
has got in touch with us yet. 

Does that prove there Is no 
one out there? Or arc we being 
ostracised? 

Mr Michael Papaglannis. of 


Boston University, put for¬ 
ward an Intriguing scenario. If 
a galactic clviLsatlon exists, he 
argued, then [wobably the 
galaxy is divided up into re¬ 
gional Jurisdictions. 

It would make no sense for 
existing civilisations to try to 
broadcast news of their exist¬ 
ence all over the galaxy, when 
a local "branch office" could 
keep tabs on an emerging 
civilisation such as our own. 

What we should look for Is a 
strong, highly directional sig¬ 
nal from neaii>y (Just the sort 
of thing Serendlp might fiiul). 

If we do not find such a sig¬ 
nal. the reason may simply be 
that we are not yet regarded 
as mature enough to be admit¬ 
ted to the galactic hub. 

If so. ET had better not wait 
too long to send its message. 
Mr Michael Klein and collea¬ 
gues at the Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory in Calilomia be¬ 
moaned the fact that the elec¬ 
tromagnetic spectrum is be¬ 
coming cluttered with human 
signals. 

Microwaves for Earth-based 
and satellite communications. 
In particular, could blot out 
the weak signals from civilisa¬ 
tions near other stars. 

Phone soon, their message 
seemed to be, or ET, we may 
not bear you when you call 

rirtf pubttsfted in New ScienUtt, 
London, the weekly journal of 
science and technology 


phenomena 

"Over half the members are faculty 
members in North America. Almost all 
have Ph.Ds," Sturrock said. 

“The goal of this (group! is to provide a 
forum in which professional scientists and 
other scholars can meet and discuss topics 
that cannot get discussed in normal pro¬ 
fessional meetings,” he said. 

The first issue, to be 70 to 100 pages long, 
is expected to include articles on the Loch 
Ness monster, unidentified flying objects 
and parapsychology. Other examples of 
way-out subjects include "ball-shaped” 
lightning and "mystery 'booms' over the 
East Coast that were recorded and studied 
and never explained," Sturrock said. 

The premier issue's UFO article, written 
by Sturrock, reviews the so-called Condon 
Committee Report of 1968, a U,S. Air 
Force-funded study of sightings of UFOs. 

The Condon team concluded there was 
no evidence UFOs arc extraterrestrial 
spaceships. That conclusion spurred the 
Air Force to close its 20-year-old study, 
known as Project Blue Book. 

Sturrock's article will compare the Con¬ 
don report's skeptical summary — written 
by University of Colorado physicist Ed¬ 
ward Condon, now dead — with data in the 
rest of the report. 

In a phone interview, Sturrock criti¬ 
cized as "very flimsy" the Condon team's 
chemical analysis of metal fragments from 
South America. The fragments, which 
Sturrock keeps in his Stanford office, alleg¬ 
edly came from a crashed UFO. Sturrock 
said be doesn't have an opinion on their 
true nature. 
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Mysterious 
‘face’ of stone 
cries out for 
a Mars probe 


By GEORGE W. EARLEY 
For tt)« Times 


Mars has been much in the news late¬ 
ly. A NASA study group» headed by 
ex-astronaut Sally Ride, recently suggested 
several goals towards which our space 
program might be directed to regain the 
technical and political prestige lost since 
we abandoned the Moon and. more 
recently, suffered the Challenger disaster. 
One suggested goal is a manned expedition 
to Mars. 

Mars as a possible abode of life has long 
fascinated the people of Earth. 

About 2(X) years before Burroughs, 
Bradbury and scores of other science 
fiction writers populated the Red Planet 
with stalwart heroes, lovely princesses and 
myriads of fierce and unearthly beasts, 
mathematician Karl Friedrich Gauss 
proposed signalling the Martians by 
marking earth’s surface with huge math 
symbols. 

In 1869, French inventor Charles Gros 
suggested building a huge mirror to focus 
the sun’s rays on the Martian desert, 
“writing” messages by fusing the sand. 

His government declined to fund the 
project. 

Indeed, contact with Mars was deemed 
so easy that when, in December 1900, a 
wealthy French woman offered 50,000 
gold francs for the first contact with 
another planet, she specifically excluded 
Mars for that very reason. 

Then, just 11 years ago, a few days after 
the first Viking probe landed on Mars 
(July 20,1976). those fabled Martian 
civilizations vanished; pictures sent back 
to earth showed only a lifeless wasteland, 
bleak and rock-strewn. Mars was dead. ' 

(continued on page 18) 




(continued from page 17 - TIMES, 

But was it always dead? Among the 
scores of pictures sent back by the Mars 
Orbiter before the Viking landers went 
down, was one (NASA photo No. 35A72) 
that shows a mile wide, human-iike 
“face** seemingly carved from rock. 

NASA and most of the scientific 
establishment dismiss the ‘'face** as an 
illusion of light and shadows on wind- 
eroded rock, but two computer imaging 
scientists, Vincent DiPieiro and Gregory 
Molenaar, who have spent thousands of 
hours (and thousands of their own dollars) 
analyzing that photo, disagree. 

Working with the original NASA data 
tapes — all pictures sent back from Mars 
came as computer signals, not as con- 
ventiorml film — they discovered a second 
picture of the “face. ” NASA photo No. 
70A13 was taken 35 days later, from a 
different altitude and when the sun was at 
a different angle above the horizon. And, 
says DiPietro, their imaging studies show 
the features of the “face" in both photos 
are consistent from the sunlit portion on 
into the shaded areas. Whatever it is, the 
"face” is no illusion. 

Although the results of their six-year 
study are available in an illustrated 
booklet obtainable from Mars Research, 
P.O. Box 284, Glenn Dale, MD 20769, the 
scientific establishment remains unmoved. 
Carl Sagan, TV’s favorite scientist, once 
even went so far as to equate the Martian 
“face” with the man-in-the moon illusion. 

Interestingly enough, none of the 
scientists who have dismissed the 
Dipietro-Molenaar work have bothered to 
actually study it. Yet duplication of a 
scientists’ work is the accepted means of 
validating, or disproving, his claims. The 
anti>“face’’ faction has carefully ignored 
this fundamental scientific principle. 

Given that attitude, it is not surprising 
that there was no discussion of the “face*’ 
at the Mars symposium in Boulder, 
Colorado, a few weeks ago. (What was 
discussed was a Soviet announcement that 
their forthcoming unmanned probes are 
specifically designed to look for signs of 
life on Mars!) 

However, not all scientists have ignored 
the “face.” In California, a small team 
assembled by science writer Richard 
Hoagland recently issued a preliminary 
report supporting the conclusions of 
DiPietro and Molenaar. 

If the “face” was carved by intelligent 


Huntsville, AL - Sept. 9, 1987) 

beings, when was it done? DiPietro 
estimates it was carved 500,000 years ago 
when the Red Planet is generally believed 
to have had abundant surface water and 
could have supported life. 

DiPietro is urging an immediate 
American commitment to send a manned 
expedition to Mars, reasoning that if the 
“face” was carved by intelligent aliens, 
there could be other alien artifacts nearby 
which could be humanity’s ticket to the 
stars. 

And. he warns, if we don’t go, the 
Russians will. He even picks 1992 as the 
year of a possible Russian landing on 
Mars. 

Why 1992? That’s the 500th anniver¬ 
sary of Columbus’ discover of the New 
World. It’s also the 7Sth anniversary of 
the Russian Revolution. What better way, 
says DiPietro, for the Russians to upstage 
the West than by completing a forward- 
looking space spectacular while we are 
celebrating an event a half millenia old! 

Even discounting the “face” and the 
hypothetical cache of alien artifacts, a 
successful Soviet Mars trip would dwarf 
every Western scientific achievement to 
date — including our planned space sta¬ 
tion — and give the Soviets scientific 
prestige they’ve not enjoyed since they, 
not us, orbited the first earth satellites. 

The Soviets, of course, are not talking 
“on the record” about a manned Mars 
expedition this century. However, they are 
planning for unmanned missions to Mars 
beginning in 1988. These missions include 
placing a mobile robot vehicle on the 
Martian surface. 

And a manned flight can’t be ruled out. 
Soviet cosmonauts already have almost as 
much continuous time in orbit as is needed 
for a manned flight to Mars. 

i don’t know if DiPietro and Molenaar 
are right about the “face.” but I do know 
the question can’t be settled by armchair 
theorists making fun of it on TV talk 
shows. The only way to find out is to go 
and look. And, like DiPietro, 1 am con¬ 
vinced that if we don’t, the Soviets will — 
thus making Mars, in fact as well as in 
name, the Red Planet. 


George W. Earley, a former Project 
Apollo administrative engineer, is now a 
freelance writer living in Bloomfield, 
Conn.. 
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-JS SO M^ING OUT THERE?j ^ 

B.C.'s mon^di 


of the 


By STUART MCCARTHY 
Toronto Sun 

What swims, has the head of a horse, 
the neck of a giraffe and a body the 
size of a Volkswagen Beetle? 

Would you believe Canada’s own ver¬ 
sion of the Loch Ness Monster? 

Oceanographer Paul LeBiond isn’t 
entirely convinced either, but he feels 
there is enough evidence, in B.C. sight¬ 
ings. that he has devoted 20 years to find¬ 
ing the elusive creature. 

“It’s become a chase,” said LeBiond. 
head of the oceanography faculty at the 
University of British Columbia. “With 
age. the chase is becoming more impor¬ 
tant than the catch.” 

LeBiond said he first got interested 
in the creature, known as “Caddy,” after 
reading a “soberly written” article on the 
beast transcribed at the time of a 1930s 
sighting in Cadboro Bay near Victoria. 

“Since then I’ve unearthed another 25 
articles based on sightings,” he said. 
“.Many of the observations seemed to 
come from the Strait of Georgia.” 

He said no photographs of Caddy have 
been taken since the first sighting in 1906, 
although he has had many of the 20-odd 
people who claim to have seen Ihe beast 
draw sketches of what they’ve observed. 

“It has a head like a horse, a long neck 
about five to six-feet long, a rounded back 
and a body about the size of a Volks¬ 
wagen Beetle.” LeBiond said. Old jokes 
about how well the VW Beetles float 
are not lost on him either. 

“The big part of the mystery is if 
there’s an animal out there, why isn’t 
it seen more often?,” he said. “Thai’s 
why I’m not entirely convinced some¬ 
thing is there.” 





One of the people absolutely convinced 
is Colin Cole. 

He was sitting on his waterfront veran¬ 
dah at Roberts Creek, B.C., when he spot¬ 
ted something strange about a half-mile 
from shore. 

“I saw a six-foot neck. The thing’s 
head looked something like a dinosaur 
and it had a 12- to 14-foot body,” he said. 
“As far as I’m concerned, there’s no 
doubt there’s something out there — I still 
look for it.” 





Martian volcano Olympus Mons: do the red planet's barren features conceal 
evidence of ancient civilizations? 


Once upon a time, Pat thought 
sasquatch was the thing to save 


B> ALICE BAKER 
The Skagit River Post 

Many a story has been passed 
around by Skagii Valley residents sil¬ 
ling over a cup of coffee or a mug of 
beer. 

Some mention their adventures with 
that wily creature known as ’‘sieel- 
head." Olher^ spin their favorite yarn 
about encounters wiih “bear” or “elk.” 

And still others prefer the more inac¬ 
cessible critter. Something like “sas- 
quaich.” 

State Rep. Pat McMullen (D-40ih 
Disi.), a sometime.s attorney in Sedro- 
Woolley who spends a lot of lime in 
Olympia and is now likely on his way 
to the state senate, took a few minutes 
recently to recall the lime he headed 
south with a “Save Our Sasquatches” 
hat on his head. 

Back in ihc 1985 session, Pat was in 
his second term as state representative. 
He spearheaded the effort to pass legis¬ 
lation to make hunting the elusive crea¬ 
tures illegal. H«s proposal, however, 
failed. 

*The main purpose was to scare off 
the guy who wanted to come here hun¬ 
ting them. ... 1 didn’t want some guy 
from another state to come tromping 
into our state, armed to the teeth, 
tromping around in the woods and 
shooting anything that moved. There 
are other things in the woods, besides 
sasquatch,” said Pat. 

It seems there were a bunch of 
“Rambo-Iypes from California" who 
had announced their intention to find a 
.sasquatch and kill it. or disprove its 
legend. 

Other state representatives didn’t 
quite know how to handle Pat’s pro¬ 
posal. 

“Well, thev were perplexed with the 
same problem. Is it wildlileor human? 
And since we scared off the guys who 
were going to come hunting, we de¬ 
cided to let it be until we found sas- 
quaich," he said. 

Pat says he firmly believes in the ex¬ 
istence of sasquatch. 

“If the Game Department says it’s 
not wildlife, well then, it’s got to be 
human. When I meet him or her. I’ll 
ask,” he said. 

Bob Everiit, regional biologist with 
the Department of Wildlife, says sas- 
quaiches are not considered wildlife in 
the state because their existence has 
never been proven. Consequently, the 
laws of the Revised Code of Washing¬ 
ton do not make hunting the creatures 
a crime. 

“If they did exist, they would be in 


the code. . . . They would probably be 
an endangered or threatened species 
because not very many exist, obvious¬ 
ly. There arc none as far as I know. 

“That bill didn’t pass. The agency’s 
position on it was that sasquatches are 
a mythical, nonrecognized species, un¬ 
discovered. It hasn’t been recognized in 
scientific literature,” said Evcriil. 

While he hasn’t ever come face-to- 
face with the tali-taled creatures, 
heS willing to keep an open 

mind. 

“People are discovering new wildlife 
regularly, particularly in the rain 
forests. (They’re) classifying new 
species of plants and animals all the 
time. Personally, I find it hard to be¬ 
lieve that in Washington, as densely 
populated and with so much recrea¬ 
tional activity as there is. that someone 
hasn’t found a dead one or a hunter 
shoi one,” he said. 

One interesting note, the biologist 
said, is an ordinance in Skamania 
County that makes hunting sasquatch 
illegal. 

Sedro-Woolley’s resident sasquatch 
expert, Dennis Gates, said he spent 
about 30 years investigating reports of 
sasquatch sightings. 

The last documented report of a ,at- 
qualch sighting in Skagit County, said 
Gates, was during construction of the 
North Cascades Highway in the early 

nos. 

Sasquatch is one of most widely dis¬ 
tributed animals in the world, with 
sightings reported on every continent, 
he said. 

“And yet the most unsuccessfully 
hunted in the world. Nobody’s ever 
caught one and probably never will. 
I’ve always doubted, but there’s just 
some things that deserve an explana¬ 
tion. 

“People shouldn’t get loo negative 
about this until there’s evidence. Keep 
an open mind. Stranger things have 
been found, that arc not extinct. Think 
what Ihetirsl European faced, coming 
home irom Alrica and trying to de¬ 
scribe a giraffe,” he said. 

While Gates isn’t 1(X) percent con¬ 
vinced that sasquatches are here, he 
has seen evidence that just can’t be ex¬ 
plained away, he said. Meanwhile, he’s 
keeping a low profile and no longer ac¬ 
tively investigates reports. 


To report a sasquatch sighting, 
contact Professor Grover Krantz 
at the anthroplogy department of 
Washington State University, 
The number is (509) 335-3441. 
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Bigfoot does exist, 
anthropologist says 


By Matthew Schofield 

ttaff writer 

B igfoot ia 33 real as. well, 
the Loch Ness Monster, ac¬ 
cording to an Americati 
anthropologist who says he has 
evidence lhat sasquatch roams 
the Pacific Northwest. 

Grover Krantz. professor ol 
anthropology at Washington 
State University, said 2,000 sas¬ 
quatch might live in the north¬ 
western United States and 
southwestern Canada. 

Krantz is joined in his opinion 
by about 12 percent of American 
anthropologists, according to a 
survey by the International Soci¬ 
ety of Cryptozoology, a Tucson, 
Ariz.-based organization that dis¬ 
cusses research on Bigfoot as 
well as the Loch Ness Monster 
and Mokele mbembe, a reputed 
dinosaur in an African swamp. 

"What we have here is an 8- 
foot-tall, BOO-pound, real being," 
Krantz said. "1 don't believe in 
sasquatch. Belief implies an ele¬ 
ment of blind faith. I Know it’s 
true. I have proof, " 

In the last 17 years, Krantz 
said, he has collected more than 
60 footprints and five handprints 
from Northwestern forests. 

Krantz said he had heard of 
sightings of the creatures in Kan¬ 
sas and Missouri but would not 
comment because he had not 
done any research on the area. 

Sasquatch, or Bigfoot, which 
Krantz labels a California white 
man's name, until recently has 
been little more than grocery 
store tabloid fodder. The large, 
hairy creature with broad shoul¬ 
ders, a flat, human-like face and 
loping gait, however, has attract¬ 
ed some scientific debate lately, 
mostly because of Krantz's 
claims that he has footprints 
proving sasquatch’s existence. 

Krantz said the creatures are 
merely modern versions of gi- 
gantopithicus, a large primate 
group that separated from man 
shortly after primitive man's line 
separated from apes. If so, Sas¬ 
quatch would be man's closest 
living relative, he said. 

Those who doubt Krantz say 
that if the animals exist in a 
populated, civilized place such as 
the Northwest, one surely would 
have been killed or captured. 

David Frayer, associate pro¬ 
fessor of anthropology at the 
University of Kansas, has lec¬ 
tured on Bigfoot. He said Krantz 
has taken a few facts and sprin¬ 
kled them with legend In coming 
up with his "proof." 

"It makes a great story, but 
it’s a joke," he said. "With all the 
people standing out there in the 
woods with shotguns waiting to 
shoot one of these things, we'd 
have a body by now. I’m afraid 
the verdict is in on Bigfoot. and 


‘‘This isn’t the 
Bermuda 
triangle and 
flying 
saucers.” 

—Grover Krantz, 
professor of anthropology 
at Washington State 
University 


he doesn't exist." 

Frayer said Bigfoot photos are 
nothing but "men in ape suits,” 
and that recently discovered 
footprints showing dermal ridges 
are "impressive, but you can do 
amazing things with latex.” 

But Krantz said the prints he 
has collected are authentic. 

First, th« footprints do cotitals 
dermal ridges, the foot's equiva¬ 
lent of fingerprints, along with 
patterns of wear and sweat 
pores, he said. Someone pulling a 
hoax would not take the time or 
pay attention to construct such 
details, even if they had the 
knowledge, Krantz said. In addi¬ 
tion, the prints indicate the ankle 
would be farther forward in the 
foot than that of an ape or man. 
He said the position of the ankle 
would be perfect to support an 
800-pound body. 

' "riiiti isn't tte Bermuda trian¬ 
gle and flying saucers," he said. 
"It's science. Twenty years ago I 
would have given odds that these 
things didn't exist. But I've taken 
a better look now, and I'm con¬ 
vinced." 

Krantz said he plans soon to 
take an Infrared detector over 
Northwestern forests in his 
homemade ultralight flyer, 
searching for a living or dead 
sasquatch. 

Roy Mackal, former professor 
of bio-chemistry at the Universi¬ 
ty of Chicago and now in admin¬ 
istration there, said a body is all 
Krantz lacks 

Mackal said others may belit¬ 
tle efforts to find Bigfoot because 
it exists in American mythology, 
but having himself seen Nessie. 
-tlM Loch Ness Monster, he said 
he is more inclined to trust 
Krantz. 

"Just because there’s mytholo- 
liy attached doesn’t mean there’s 
no underlying truth," he said. 
"These creatures, as Krantz de¬ 
scribes them, would be highly 
Intelligent, and I can Imagine 
them being exceedingly effective 
at avoiding being trapped or de¬ 
tected. There’s more than 1,000 
square miles of undeveloped 
forestland up there. That's a lot 
of room to hide in. This idea is 
not as farfetched as it might 
sound. Improbable, maybe, but 
not impossible." 
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'Sasquatch’ book 
good collection 
of regional writing 

By PAUL PINTARICH 

of Th« Ofe 9 oni«n staff 

Anyone familiar with sasquaiches and those who 
have seen the motion picture “Harry and the Hender¬ 
sons.” should know that they are elusive, to say the 
least. 

Harry was an exception to the rule tliat sasquatches 
never come to town; that because of their size (and 
smell) they have restricted themcelves to the Northwest 
boondocks where, for centuries, they have been keeping 
a general eye on things. 

Yet. since the sasquatch require at least some commu¬ 
nication with the outside world, they employ the al- 
legorphians to make necessary runs for things like anti- 
perspirant, nose hair scissors and information. The alle- 
gorphians, smaller and looking a lot like people, have 
shared a symbiotic relationship with the sasquatch for 
millennia, managing to survive in both worlds through 
intellect, speed and their ability not to be mistaken for 
Munchkins — which would cause quite a stir. 

But what most people don’t know is that the allegor- 
phlans are responsible for most of the sasquatch myths 
and legends. Only two real sasquatches have ever been 
seen by white settlers in the Northwest; The Hender¬ 
sons' Harry, of course, and a crazy Finn named Karl, 
who was shipwrecked in the late last century and forced 
into the woods where he dressed in the skin of a bear. 

Until now. many of these allegorphian stories have 
been lost or scattered like leaves in a fall wind. But 
not anymore, for “Sasquatch Sightings. Imagined and 
True,” has been published by Edmonds Arts Commis¬ 
sion Books. Edmonds, Wash., and is a collection of 1*10 
illustrated short stories, poems and a few “true” ac¬ 
counts told to residents (7 to 86 years old) of Oregon. 
Washington and Idaho by a number of far-ranging alle- 
gorphians in the region. 

Edited by Ann Saling, the compilation is the result of 
the commission’s 1986 Sasquatch Sightings Contest. 
Rrst-place w-inner, by the way. was Linda Caradine of 
Beaverton, while a Tualatin man. Robert Johnson, 
received honorable mention. 

Also included is a story by former Portland reporter 
and public relations man Lamar Newkirk, who recounts 
a Paul Bunyanesqe tale told to him by the late Stewart 
Holbrook. 

All of the stories and poems address the question of 
whether the tall, stout, hairy and long-armed creatures 
exist. There is a variety of themes, and included are 
children’s as well as adult stories, and one represents 
the efforts of the 32 members of Mrs. McDonald’s fifth- 
grade class at St. Mary’s School in Spokane. 



SASQUATCH 

SIGHTINGS 


Imagined 6f True 



EDITOR: Ann Saling 
•-EDMOMPS ART5.COMMI55IOn BOOKS 


“One dark, stormy day. as Mrs. McDonald and I were 
driving home from Wild Duck Lake where we had been 
visiting Grandma, wc were stopped by a fallen tree in 
the road ...” that sort of thing. And, of course, the 
usually benign beast appears to do something or other, 
usually quite harmless though the odd rock or stick may 
be thrown or tossed. 

Or, occasionally the sasquatch is turned (reluctantly) 
to more prosaic tasks. Kenneth Munn of Seattle writes 
of a stump farmer's shrewish wife who, after giving sas¬ 
quatch “one right alongside the head," hitches tht hap 
less creature to a plow. 

“Then ol’ Ethyl, she points over toward the plow and 
the guy’s shoulders sorta sag, ’n he takes hold of the 
tongue of the thing and drags it off. Plowed a pret¬ 
ty straight furrow, too.” Since he is so big and his 
toenails tear the sheets, the domesticated sasquatch 
must sleep in the barn, though he is available for poker 
games. 

“Too bad them boys can’t talk, but they’re hell al 
poker.” the narrator concludes. “Hafta cheat all the time 
to beat ’em .. 

Paul Weis, of Spokane, claims in his story that the 
sasquatch species is quite small; the males, or “hulls,” 
rarely exceeding 5-feet-2, while the female “hens” are 
mostly less than 4-feet-9 — “It’s their feet that are big.” 
Weis informs, but erroneously, for these are false-footed 
allcgorphians who make tracks with large plaster cast¬ 
ings. 

In this delightful little book, well worth its price of 
$8.96. sasquatches are seen or depicted as being roman¬ 
tics. intellectual, good Samaritans, creatures from outer 
space or basketball stars, even as bartenders and, inevi¬ 
tably. as an accomplice to another legendary figure, the 
skyjacker Dan Cooper. Good local stutT. 


This drawing by Seattle’s Lorraine Boyer goes a 
long way toward explaining why the sasquatch is 
often referred to as ”Bigfoot.” 
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< Sonar finds sonietliing large in Loch Ness 

00 no 

^ 2 TULSA. Okla. -- Experts who furnished the sonar used to 
g ^ search for Scotland’s legendary Loch Ne.ss monster say the 
cc: 00 one major reading received during the expedition has con- 
a, vinced them there is something hidden in the lake’s murky 
^ j depths. 

A-* i) Smith said Lowrance Electronics president Darrel 
2 ^ Lowrance has said in his 30 years of deepwater sonar work, he 
has never seen anything that large record on a chart. (AP) 


Hundreds of sightings make Nessie fan a beiiever 



Nessie has a friend in Battle Creek. 
Phyllis Syer has never seen the Loch 

Ness Monster, but she 
is convinced that sev¬ 
eral of the creatures 
live in the murky 
depths of the Scottish 
lake. 

Syer, 69, of 2751 
Gethings Road, has 
more than a passing 
interest in tales of the 
monster that have 
stirred imaginations 
for centuries. 

She watched with interest the recent at¬ 
tempt by Adrian Shine, a regular Nessie 
hunter, to search for the creature using boats 
equipped with sonar to form an electronic 
net across the loch. 


Phyllis Syer 


Syer knows first-hand about such expedi¬ 
tions because she volunteered for a Shine- 



Trace 
Christenson 


led search in 1983. After reading about it, 
she wrote to Shine and was accepted as a 
member of the crew. She says she went as a 
believer. 

“I have always been an adventurer, espe¬ 
cially if it is exciting and unknown," said 
Syer. “I like something exciting and differ¬ 
ent." 

The Loch Ness Monster remained hidden 
in 1983 and has remained hidden since, but 
Syer said she continues to be a believer that 


the monster lives. 

Her evidence is the hundreds of sightings 
of a creature in the loch. The first was in 565 
A.D. when a missionary, St. Columba, de¬ 
scribed seeing a “certain water monster." 

Sightings and reports continued through 
the centuries, despite a reluctance by many 
to discuss the monster. “If people see it, they 
don’t say anything because people make fun 
of them,” Syer said. 

The loch, which is 23 miles long, up to 1 % 
miles wide and 975 feet deep, is in a remote 
portion of the country. 

The record of sightings increased dramati¬ 
cally in 1933 when a road was opened along 
the northwest shore and tourists began to 
visit the area. 

One sighting in 1934 described the crea¬ 
ture as “a huge animal with a small tapering 
head and a six-foot-long, thin, tapering neck, 
behind which there was one hump.” 


Despite several hoaxes, other sightings 
have been consistent, Syer said, and several 
photographs, although disputed by some, 
suggest that there is something in the murky, 
cold water. 

After spending time working on the 1983 
search, Syer said she can understand why no 
physical evidence has been found. Water 
flowing into the loch carries peat, which 
makes it nearly impossible to sec below the 
surface. Some divers say it often is impossi¬ 
ble to tell up from down. The coldness of the 
water prevents remains of animals from- 
floating to the surface. 


For Syer, who has traveled to 50 countries 
since 1972, the search for Nessie is not over. 
She plans to return next summer to partici¬ 
pate in another expedition. 

“I was never disappointed, even though I 

didn’t see it_I know it is there. There are 

too many people who have seen it.” 
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The Man Who Spied 
Bigfoot Comes Forward 


Go ahead and laugh. I believe Monitor Cohimnia 

Walter Bowers Sr., a man of ^ 1*3|B 

sound mind and sober spirit, swears 3COt * 

he saw Bigfoot while hunting pheas* 
ant in Salisbury three weeks ago. He FrAn^K 
told Lie chief of police, who told the " ^ | 

boys at the Crossroads Country 
Store, who laughed their fool heads 

them. They probably come out early 
No\^ ask youi^lf this. Why in the morning to look for apples or 
would Bowers, a retir^ caretaker at com or whatever it is they eat. 
the New Hampshire Veterans Home, “j think there’s more people that 


^wers stepped forwa^ after tiis camera and stake out the field, 
reading sl^ut ^ uproar his story using apples for bait. A clear photo 
had created in Salisbury. He agreed of the animal or its tracks might con- 
to take me out to the field where he vince the skeptics 

Until then, he figures people will 

coidd find some tracks in the snow. have a good laugh at his expense. 

“It don’t bother me any to go out ‘‘(jo ^ead,” he said, shaking his 


2 Be it truth or 
e fiction, stories 
% on the Jersey 
g- Devil, Dover 
o Demon and 
< others thrive 


with you,” he said, “but I’m not go> head, “but it’s not gonna change a 
Ing to go unarmed. Not after I see thing,’cause I still see what I see.” 
what that thing is.” 

He greeted me at his trailer on 
Pleasant Street in Webster with a 
.3S7-Magnum strapped to his hip. 

“I’m not gonna shoot it,” he said, . 

“but I’m not gonna let it gel ahold of 
me either.” j _ 

Snow squalls darkened the sky as S 
we scrunched into my car and head- ^ 
ed for Salisbury, talking all the way. • 

Bowers, 55, is a lifelong resident o ■ ■ m « 

of Webster. He started hunting when ^ 

he was old enough to carry a gun. • U Idh IICMAII& 

Now retired, he likes to hunt pheas- o 

ant In a field known as Bob’s Big In- o ■ ■ ■ A 

terval, to MUI Brook in Sails- , 

About three weeks ago, a hunter 5 

from Warner told Bowers he had 
seen two strange beasts walk across 

the field early one morning. g Qq |t tfUth Or 

I didn t pay much attention,” ei r •• 

Bowers said. “I just went out bird c flPtinn QtnriPQ 

hunting, two days, three days after- 2 i, oiui iCo 

As he crossed the field with his < OD th© J©rS©y 

.12-gauge shotgun shortly after day- . p. -i pv 

break, he had a strange feeling he p-. L/0VII, UOVBr 

was being watched. He passed be- ^ r-v i 

tween two stands of trees, turned to o L/0mOn 3110 

the right, “and there he was. Stand- t-* . 

ing right out in the middle of the < OthBfS thflV© 

field.” ^ VI ti IV w 

Bigfoot. Sasquatch. Whatever you ^ 

want to call it. 

“This thing was BIG,” he said. “I Icon’s brother — swear the; 

would say at least 9 feet. Maybe less. They call it the Jersey I 

maybe more, because I didn’t stick tunes ranging from crop fa 

around too long to do any measuring tion of pets and livestock, 

. . . The whole body was covered things — plus strange food 

with hair . . I woidd say it was kind animals, swamp gas and to< 

of a grayish color, from where I was Wha^ver eli U^v be i 

standing. Of course the sun was com- ~ 

ing up facing me, but it wasn’t that ^ aseptic ^ 

bright. . . The face. I couldn’t make heart of darkness, where fo 

that out too good . . . The hands of strange Ihin^ that go bun 

were like yours or mine, only three Halloween, 

times bigger, with pads on the front Among the alleged beasti 

paws, like a dog . . . Long legs, long ■ Giant penguin-like ere 

arms. It was Just like, I wot2d say, Qearwaier, Fla. 

like a gorilla, but this here wasn’t a HA turtle the size of a Vo 

gorilla . . . I’m tellin’ ya, it would Giurubusco, Ind. 

make your hair stand up.” HA black, 25-foot-long s 

After a few moments, the crea- MonL 

ture ran off toward the large swamp HThe “Dover (Mass.) D 

^hind the field. Bowers hustl^ ^ shaped llkt 

back to his car. glancing over his ■ah 

shoulder to make sure he was alone. huge, b 

A few nights later, he told Sails- 

bury Police Chief Jody Heath, a fam- ^be Rio Grande. 

Uy friend, what he had seen and BAscaley, gj! 

asked if he could shoot the beast if it type apparition 

attacked him. Heath, biting his lip, V^ley. 

promised to find out. Not all of U 

“He sounded like everybody lightly, 

else,” Bowers said “I don’t think he -piri satisfied 

really believed meJ' undiscovered ai 

Bowers tned the game warden States,” says G 

"“^Hejus.l„ at n,e. He said, 

‘There s no such thing.’ 1 said, ^ 

‘Nuts ’ He said, 'It was probably a «« r^t. 

bear or a moose.’ 1 said, ‘Look, I can 

tell the difference between a bear, best-known mor 

and I can tell the difference between 

a moose. This was neither.’ He didn’t mainly in me 

believe me. He got mad and hung Krantz has riske 

up.” utation by maint 

Bowers has shot four bears in his for real, and sp 

lifetime, so he knows what they look early ancestor o 

like. As for moose, has anyone ever •'Technically, 

seen one stand on its hind legs and est living relativ 

walk like a man? While Krantz 

“If a man can’t.tell the difference foot, he’s intervi 

between a moose and a thing like say they have ai 

that,” Bowers said, “he hadn’t ought nearly a 

to be hunting whatsoever, in my inclusion “I’m 

book. He hadn’t ought to be in the 
woods hunting if he can’t tell the dif- 

lerence.” ^ Most of the v 

Hundreds of people have reported people — 

seeing half-human creatures like might expect A 

Bigfoot. usually in the vast forests of be compelling 

the Pacific Northwest and Asia. But Joe I^wnhan 

nob^y has ever caught or photo- maker from Be 

graphed one clearly. home from the 1 

Bowers figures creatures like the 1981 and saw wl 

one he saw live and die in swamps or man looking in 

caves, where no man can reach He decidec 



OrOFF FOflESTES/MonMr Sufl 


Walter Bowers Sr. is sure what he saw was no 
bear. It certainly was no moose, as some suggest. 


By Deui Sperling 
USA TODAY 

Folks say it hEis the face of 
a horse, the body of a kanga¬ 
roo. the win^ of a bat the 
hooves of a pig the tail of a 
dragon — and a cry that can 
wither com on the stalk. 

It’s said to haunt New Jer¬ 
sey’s desolate Pine Barrens, 
where scores of people — in¬ 
cluding Stephen Decatur, 


"When I got to the top of the gar¬ 
den, I could see it wasn't a man at all; 
it was some kind of animal," says 
Downham, now retired. 

"It was a very bright moonlit night, 
and I could see it quite plainly. It was 
all covered with a light-brownish fur, 
and it was taller than the top of the 
window, which is 7 feet from the 
ground.... 

“It had a very peculiar-looking 
face, with a flattish nose. The head 
slop^ up to a peak, like a gorilla, 
and the jaw was kind of protruding 
with a grimacing sort of expression. 
The skin on the face was dark gray 
and didn't have any fur on it." 

After being joined by a second 
creature, it let out a strange wolf-like 
howl. When the lights in the house 
went on, the pair bounded away. 

Nowadays, says Downham, "I nev¬ 
er go out in my yard in the dEU’k." 

While Krantz admits such eyewit¬ 
ness reports aren’t conclusive, he 
cites some anatomically perfect foot¬ 
print casis — complete with skin- 
ridge patterns — as more compel¬ 
ling evidence of Bigfoot 

"If somebody faked them, he’d 
have to be smarter and more inven¬ 
tive than me. and know as much or 
more about anatomy," Krantz says. 

Another monster some think may 
be flesh and blood is Champ, Lake 


Admiral Farragut and Napo- „„„! _ complete with skin- 

leon’s brother - swear they've had close encounters. ^idge panems - as more compel- 

They call it the Jersey DeviL and blame it for misfor- ung evidence of Bigfoot 
tunes tanging from crop failure to the mysterious mutila- ..jf somebody faked them, he’d 
tion of pets and livestock, though skepUcs blame th» have to be smarter and more inven- 
things — plus strange footprints and sightings — on wild nve than me. and know as much or 
ammals, swamp gas and too much moonshine. more about anatomy," Krantz says. 

Whatever else it may be, the Jersey Devil is no lone wolf. Another monster some think may 
Beyond the USA’s aseptic pale of neon and concrete beats a pg jesh and blood is Champ, Lake 
heart of darkness, where folks claim to have seen all sorts Champlain's version of Scotland’s 
of strange thin^ that go bump in the night — and not just on Nessie. 

Halloween. “Deflnitely, there is something 

Among the alleged beasties: there," says Joseph Zarzynski, 37, of 

■ Giant penguin-like creatures, about 10 feet tall, near Wilton, N.Y.. a junior high teacher 

Qearwater, Fla. who’s headed the Lake Champlain 

■ A turtle the size of a Volkswagen Beetle, in a lake near Phenomena Investigation since 1979. 

Churubusco, Ind. He wouldn’t get an argument from 

■ A black, 25-loot-long sea serpent in Flathead Lake, Esther Waldron, 50, who works in 

MonL [he Town Qerk’s oflice in Moriah, 

■ The "Dover (Mass.) Demon," a 4-foot-tall, orange fel- n.Y. Five years ago, while on Cham- 

low with a head shaped like a figure 8. plain’s shore, Waldron saw, about 


■ A huge, bat-like beast flying 
over Texas and New Mexico, along 
the Rio Grande. 

■ A scaley, gilled "Black Lagoon "- 
type apparition in the Ohio River 
Valley. 

Not all of these are dismissed 
lightly. 

"I’m satisfled there’s at least one 
undiscovered animal in the United 
States," says Grover Krantz, asso¬ 
ciate professor of anthropology at 
Washington State University in Pull- 
m£m. 

Krantz is referring to the USA’s 
best-known monster, Bigfoot — the 
huge, ape-like creature reported 
mainly in the Pacifle Northwest 
Krantz has risked his academic rep¬ 
utation by maintaining that Bigfoot is 
for real, and speculates that it’s an 
early ancestor of man. 

’Technically, it would be our clos¬ 
est living relative." 

While Krantz has never seen Big¬ 
foot, he’s interviewed 50 people who 
say they have, and has studied the re¬ 
ports of nearly a thousand others. His 
conclusion, "I’m inclined to believe 
about half of them." 

Most of the witnesses are every¬ 
day people — not the kooks one 
might expect And their stories can 
be compelling 

Joe Downham, 65. a tool and die 
maker from Bellevue, Wash., came 
home from the late shift one night in 
1981 and saw what he thought was a 
man looking in his neighbor’s win¬ 
dow. He decided to investigate. 


"Deflnitely, there is something 
there," says Joseph Zarzynski, 37, of 
Wilton, N.Y., a junior high teacher 
who’s headed the Lake Champlain 
Phenomena Investigation since 1979. 

He wouldn’t get an argument from 
Esther Waldron, 50, who works in 
the Town Qerk’s oflice in Moriah, 
N.Y. Five years ago, while on Cham¬ 
plain’s shore, Waldron saw, about 
200 feet out in the lake, "this object 
come out of the water.” 

"It looked like the head of a huge 
snake, and the whole thing was 
black," she says. "I judged it to be at 
least a foot in diameter. It just came 
up out of the water and went back 
down, and then did it again. The 
whole thing took maybe 30 seconds.” 

From more than 200 such sight¬ 
ing Zarzynski has pieced together 
the proflie of a serpent-like creature 
15-20 feet long that he thinks is a ple¬ 
siosaur, a seagoing dinosaur thought 
to have died out 60 million years ago. 

But there are other Champ candi¬ 
dates. "My guess is that they’re prim¬ 
itive, snake-like whales called zeug 
lodons," says Roy Mackal of the Uni¬ 
versity of Chicago. 
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Soviets hunt abominable snowman 

MOSCOW — A society created within the Ministry of Cul¬ 
ture has begun a search for the abominable snowman, a 
large manlike creature that has been sighted at least 100 
times, the official Tass news agency said Saturday. 

Tass said numerous reports collected by search enthusiast 
Zhanna Kofman of Moscow indicate the creature, known in 
Asia as the yeti, has a protruding forehead, eyebrows like 
cap peaks and a knot of hair at the back of the skull — fea¬ 
tures associated with prehistoric Neanderthal man. (AP) 


1 Abominable 
j snowman 

n reported 

00 Deutsche Presse^Agentur 
00 --—- 

Moscow 

A Soviet team may have got- 
^ ten a glimpse of the mysterious 
yeti, also known as the abomina- 
c ble snowman, the Soviet Commu- 
nist Party youth organization 
newspaper Komsomolskaya 
Pravda reported Thursday, 
g Reporting on a new expedition 
to search for the creature, Kom- 
cT somolskaya Pravda said the en- 

2 counter occurred in the Altai re- 
gion in Central Asia, in the 
Caucasus hills near the Ural 

j mountain chain, 
g The expedition leader, a biolo- 
g gist, was quoted as saying; "(at 
o a campfire) on the eighth day of 
our trip (we saw in the darkness) 
g two eyes glowing — like those of 
8 animals — at a height of two 
^ meters (6 feet 7 inches)." 

» The eyes could not have been 
that of a bear or any other ani¬ 
mal, he said, nor could it have 
been a human, since the expedi¬ 
tion was in a remote region far 
from any human habitation. 

The next day, the search team 
saw "many footprints" in the 
snow which were not those of 
bear claws. 

"The toe-marks were clearly 
visible," the account said. 


Mackal is vice president of the 
Tucson-based International Society 
of Cryptt)z<x)logy, which is devoted to 
the study of animals unknown and 
unexpected and boasts a board of di¬ 
rectors made up of respected scien¬ 
tists from all over the world. 

"There are no monsters; there are 
just animals. We call them mon¬ 
sters,” says Mackal, a biochemistry 
professor turned administrator. 

But some explanabons are less 
prosaic. 

"There's a wide range of answers 
for what these creatures are," says 
Loren Coleman, author of Mysteri¬ 
ous America (Faber & Faber, $9.95) 
and Curious Encounters (Faber & 
Faber, $11.95), and a longtime inves¬ 
tigator of the unexplained. 

"The continuum begins with actu¬ 
al fleshandblood creatures such as 
BigfooL all the way to the other end 
of the spectrum, where you have 
more of a paranormal answer," says 
Coleman, a social worker in Port¬ 
land, Maine. 

"I think that in facL there may be 
some kind of monsters or elementals 
that we don’t quite understand. They 
may be more like energy forces, 
which are coming in and out of hu¬ 
man perception. 

"Some may be out of a human 
need to have monsters in every¬ 
body’s back yard." 

Of course, not everyone sub¬ 
scribes to such a need. 

"There’s no persuasive evidence 
that these creatures exisL" says 
Douglas Gill, professor of zoology at 
the University of Maryland in Col¬ 
lege Park. 

But don’t try telling Waldron that 
what she saw in Lake Champlain 
was just a figment of her imagina- 
bon. 

"I have no idea what it was in the 
water that day, but one thing I’m 
sure of: There is something there." 



